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GOD’S JUDGMENT - By Boyd Sellers via Gospel of
Truth -May 1990

God's judgment does not always
strike at once as it did with
Ananias and Sapphira,but their
case reveals His attitude toward
all hypocrites in the church. I
am convinced that Ananias and
Sapphira are more modern than
we usually think of them. They
must have appeared to be model
Christians to others in Jerusalem
but they had allowed Satan to
fill their hearts! They had given
him control of their lives. They
looked at the commitment as
Christians and they looked at
their worldly goods, and a
conflict developed. Two
disciples had not "set (their)
affection on things above" (Col.
3:2). Even as they gave to meet
the needs of poor saints, they
were caught in a dilemma
between pride and greed.
Pride wanted then to appear as
generous as others, but their
greed and selfishness would not
allow them to think beyond their
own selfish desires. Pride forced

them to give something that
would make them look
generous, but greed forced them
to lie about the amount and to
keep back part.
     Ananias and Sapphira may
have appeared as model
Christians to others in
Jerusalem, but their hearts were
black with sin. How much
planning went into their scheme,
we are not told, but they talked
about it and they worked out a
way they thought would allow
them to keep their money while
they received praise for giving
all. They thought about their
need to give. They saw the
generosity of others. They went
to the trouble of selling property
and decided to lie about the sale
price. With an air of
self-satisfaction they brought
part of the price as though it
were the whole.
     Do you ever give less than
"prosperity" demands (I Cor.
16:1-2) or refuse to make

sacrifices of time, talent, and
energy while leaving others with
the impression, "All to Jesus I
surrender, All to Him I freely
give..."? In doing that very
thing, Peter said that Ananias
and Sapphira "lied to" and
"tempted" the Holy Spirit
(Verses 3,9), and they were
struck dead for their actions
(Verses 5,10).
     Some time before this event,
the disciples in Jerusalem in
Acts 4 are described as being
"...of one heart and of one soul."
"...neither said any of them that
ought of the things which he
possessed was his own..."
(verses 32). "Neither was there
any among them that lacked..."
(verse 34). One of them named
Joses "... Having land, sold it,
and brought the money, and laid
it at the apostles' feet" (verse
37). What a beautiful picture of
unity and love. Here is a
demonstration of the power of
the gospel to overcome one of
the strongest passions that ever
exists in the human heart -- the
love of money. And they did it
because of the devotion to God
and love for one another. But
someone has said, "The brighter
the light, the darker the shadow
that is cast." The opportunity to
do good and the example of the

generosity of Joses and others
became the occasion of the
grievous sin of Ananias and
Sapphira. They said, "The
things which we posses are our
own?"
     Luke indicates in the text
that they intended to deceive.
And they went to a lot of trouble
to appear to men to be
righteous. To be thought
righteous, good, religious,
generous, not really to be so,
became their aim and object.
Ananias acted as though he was
bringing the entire price of the
land as their "gift." Sapphira
was not present, but she knew of
and agreed to the arrangement.
They secretly kept back a part
while professing to devote all to
God. Lenski pictures this being
done while the church is
assembled. He thinks a crowd is
looking on. Imagine Ananias
bringing his bag of money and
handing it to the Apostle Peter.
Imagine the smile changing to
an expression of fear as Peter
asks sternly, "Ananias why did
you allow the devil to take
control of your life? Why have
you lied to the Holy Spirit?
Why did you keep back a part
while pretending to bring it all?
You didn't have to bring any of
it! You could have kept it all!



But you've brought part under
the pretense of giving all!
You've lied, Ananias, and your
lie is not just to us -- You've lied
to God!" And Ananias died on
the spot. Luke tells us that
"...great fear came upon all them
that heard these things" (Acts
5:5). 
Think what careful examination
we would make of our hearts if
judgment came as quickly today
on hypocrisy!  About three
hours later, Sapphira arrived on
the scene, perhaps thinking she
would be congratulated. She
knew nothing about the earlier
events of the day, but must have
been a bit suspicious when Peter
asked, "Did you sell the land for
so much (verse 8)?" and he
quoted her the price that
Ananias had quoted. 
She is given the opportunity to
repent, but she does not. She
replied, perhaps reluctantly,
"well, yes we did -- that was the
selling price (verse 8)." Picture
her then as Peter asked, "...How
is it that ye have agreed together
to tempt the Spirit of the Lord?"
(verse 9). Fear must have filled
her heart. Is it sobering to YOU
to know that God knows your
every thought (Psa. 139:2)? It
should be! Again God's
judgment was swift and
Sapphira fell dead (verse 10).

We are not surprised to read
Luke's statement, "And great
fear came upon all the church,
and upon as many as heard these
things (verse 11)." People will
be careful about their lives when
they are made to believe that
they are accountable for their
deeds and when judgment is
swift and severe (Eccl. 8:11).
     As Christians, children of all
powerful, all knowing God, we
profess complete devotion to
Him. We profess that He has a
right to our silver and our gold.
Even our bodies and our Spirits
belong to Him (I Cor. 6:19-20).
We sing, "Take my silver and
my gold, not a mite would I
withhold..." And yet, how very
prevalent is the sin of Ananias
and Sapphira in the church
today? "Professed" Christians
with hearts like theirs give
nothing to God. They may
rarely even present themselves
for worship and Bible studies.
They may never even think of
their obligations towards the
poor and needy or toward those
preaching in foreign lands who
live under conditions we would
refuse to be subjected to. They
spend much on themselves and
give none to the Lord or they
may just "KEEP BACK PART"
while "professing" to be faithful
children of God.

 We learn here by their example that God searches our hearts. He
exposes sins that men are unable to detect. He tells us loudly and
clearly that hypocrisy will be exposed and punished! The case of
Ananias and Sapphira is a severe warning! We need to examine our
own lives. How real is your "profession?" If we rephrase Peter's
question to Sapphira, "Did you really only prosper that much this
week (verse 8)?" GOD SEES AND GOD KNOWS AND GOD
JUDGES!

PERSONAL WORK
"This is the story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody

and Nobody. There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure

Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.

Somebody got angry about that, because it was Everybody's job. Everybody

thought that Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody would

not do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody, when Nobody did

what Anybody could have done."

"If I firmly believe as, millions say they do, that the knowledge and practice of

Christianity in this life influences destiny in another world, Christianity would

be to me, everything. I would cast aside earthly cares as follies and earthly

thoughts and feelings as vanity.   Christianity would be my first waking thought,

and my Last image before sleep sank me into unconsciousness. I would labor in

its cause alone. Earthly consequences should never stay my hands or seal my

lips. I would esteem one soul gained for heaven worth a lifetime of effort. I

would go forth to the world and preach Christ in season and out of season, and

my text would be "for what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world,

and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul."


