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The Certified Gospel - Part One

 By Connie Adams -- Via Searching the Scriptures, April 1982

"But I certify you, brethren, that the
gospel which was preached of me is
not after man" (Gal. 1:11). In this
statement, Paul placed the gospel he
preached in contrast to the perverted
gospel which some had brought to the
churches of Galatia (verse 7). He
further showed that perverted gospels
were appeals to men rather than to
God and that those who preached such
perversions negated their claim to be
the servants of Christ (verse 10). In
these declarations, Paul gave his
assurance that his gospel was genuine.
He had received it by divine
revelations. The further context of
Galatians 1 shows that he did not
confer with those chosen to be
apostles before him in order to
determine what he ought to believe
and preach. After his conversion he
went away into Arabia. Even when he
did meet with the apostles later in his
service to Christ, they "added
nothing" to him. He received his
gospel by divine revelation even as
the others.

We long for certainty in a world
darkened by doubt. We do not want to
eat meat or drink milk unless we
know it has met the standards of

purity set by those who regulate such
matters. When I get on a jet plane I
want to have someone at the controls
who has been "certified." When I go
to the office of a doctor whom I have
not seen before, I always read his
diplomas and certificates displayed on
the wall. You see, I want certified
meat, milk, pilots and doctors.

Is it not strange that in a world where
so many demand certification about
so many things, there are so few who
want certification when it comes to
the realm of the Spirit? Some do not
even think there are recognizable
standards by which spiritual truth can
be verified. Luke wanted Theophilus
to "know the certainty of those things,
wherein thou hast been instructed"
(Luke 1:4). It was that certainty
which prompted him to speak of
"those things which are most surely
believed among us" (Luke 1:1). But
how can we know the certainty of the
gospel claims? Have we been
gullible? Are we without sufficient
evidence to certify it? Consider now
the following three lines of evidence
by which gospel truth is verified.

Certified by Miracles

The whole gospel system rests on the
truth or falsity of the claims of Jesus
that he was divine. Were these claims
empty boastings, or were there mighty
powers performed by him which
could only be attributed to Deity?

Consider first the reported miracles of
Christ. There were three words which
were often used together to discuss
both the miracles of Christ and, later,
those of his apostles. These were
"miracles," "wonders," and "signs"
(Acts 2:22; Heb. 2:4; 2 Cor. 12:12).
The word "miracles" referred to
mighty deeds and indicated the source
of what was done. The might, or
power, which stood behind the deed,
was not human but divine. The second
word, "wonders," described the effect
such deeds had on the witnesses. They
were filled with awe and amazement.
The third word, "signs," established
the purpose of that which was done.
These deeds were divine portents, or
evidences of Deity acting in the
presence of humanity to convince
humanity of the fact of divine
intervention.

In the four gospel records there are
some 38 miracles of Jesus reported. In
the gospel of John there are only
seven of these reported, each falling
into a different category and
demonstrating mighty power in each
of these areas. John summarized his
purpose in this selection when he said
"And many other signs truly did Jesus
in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book: but these
are written, that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God..."

(Jno. 20:30-31). How do you explain
turning water into wine, feeding
multitudes with a few loaves and
fishes, walking on water, healing the
sick, casting out demons, calming a
storm by speaking to it, or raising the
dead? These were "miracles," mighty
deeds which could not be attributed to
human resources. Peter said that it
was by these that Jesus of Nazareth
was "a man approved of God among
you" (Acts 2:22).

Then we must consider the mighty
deeds wrought by the apostles of
Christ. They were his chosen
ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20). Not only
were  they off i c ia l ly sen t ,
commissioned by the power sending
them, but their testimony was
certified by "miracles," "wonders,"
and "signs." These were their
credentials or badges of authority.
Jesus promised them that as they went
abroad to baptize believers, that
"these signs shall follow them that
believe; In my name shall they cast
out devils; they shall speak with new
tongues; They shall take up serpents;
and if they drink any deadly thing, it
shall not hurt them; they shall lay
hands on the sick, and they shall
recover" (Mark 16:15-18). What he
promised them, he fulfilled. "So then
after the Lord had spoken unto them,
he was received up into heaven, and
sat on the right hand of God. And they
went forth, and preached everywhere,
the Lord working with them, and
confirming the word with signs
following. Amen" (Mk. 16:19-20).
The Hebrew writer said "God also
bearing them witness, both with signs
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and wonders, and with divers
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost,
according to his own will" (Heb. 2:4).
Paul identified such performances as
"the signs of an apostle" and says they
were wrought at Corinth "in all
patience, in signs, and wonders, and
mighty deeds" (2 Cor. 12:12). Paul's
gospel (the certified gospel) at
Thessalonica came "...not...in word
only, but also in power..." (1 Thes.
1:5). His gospel came in word, for the
gospel cannot be preached without
word. But it was not the word devoid
of the necessary divine credentials to
undergird the certainty of what was
said. There can be no doubt that the
same "signs of an apostle" which
were wrought later at Corinth, were in
evidence here in Thessalonica as well.

Paul and Barnabas appealed to the
same line of evidence at Jerusalem to
argue that their work of gospel
preaching among Gentiles was
approved by God for they were
"declaring what miracles and wonders
God had wrought among the Gentiles
by them" (Acts 15:12). By such
astounding evidences both the
ministry of Jesus and that of his
apostles were certified.

*** (Continued In Next Weeks
Bulletin) ***

THOSE WE LOVE 

Our greatest desire for those we love
should be that they be saved eternally.
Paul said of his people: "Brethren, my
heart's desire and prayer to God for
Israel is that they might be saved"
(Rom. 10:1). He even said: "For I

could wish that I myself were
accursed from Christ for my brethren,
my kinsmen according to the flesh"
(Rom. 9:3). With that kind of fervent
desire, Paul lived in such a manner as
to try to accomplish their salvation.
He reasoned with them, he besought
them, he tried to stir them up to a kind
of jealousy that would move them to
receive Christ in obedience and be
saved (Rom. 11:14). His own manner
of life was ever before them as an
example of unpretended devotion to
Christ. This is sensible behavior, not
only because it is essential to one's
own salvation, but also because it is
the proper way to convert others. It is
an example that we should imitate.

Sometimes emotions can cause us to
act irrationally regarding those we
love. Sometimes we may pretend that
all is well with their souls even
though they are not obedient to God.
Sometimes people quit serving the
Lord aright because their obedience
condemns the manner of life of
someone they love. Such people don't
consider that losing their own soul is
not going to lead the lost to salvation.
It is natural to want to be with those
we love, but we cannot let immediate
desires overcome the most important
desire of all -- their salvation. It is far
better to be estranged for a time in
order to be with them eternally in
heaven than to be with them in their
lost condition now and to be together
with them in eternal punishment. Do
we not sometimes inflict pain of
punishment and discipline upon our
children in order to bring goodness
and happiness to their lives? "Now no

chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but grievous; nevertheless,
afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been
trained by it" (Heb. 12:11).

What can we do for those we love? We want to do them the greatest good that
we can -- what is best for them. First, we can BE what WE ought to be in
obedience to God, for without this, other efforts lose their strength. Then we can
treat them with lovingkindness. We can talk to them about the Will of God and
the importance of eternal things. We can encourage them to become children
of God. We can help them to correct misconceptions concerning the Scriptures.
If they stumble, we can help them to recover. If they go astray, we can turn
them to the Lord again. If they stubbornly persist in wrongdoing, we can rebuke
them firmly. If they continue to resist the truth, we can distance ourselves from
them (have no company with them) to the end that they may be ashamed. We
can pray earnestly for them that they may see their error and turn again in
repentance. If they repent, we can receive them again in brotherly love and
rejoicing. We can keep company with them once again and work together and
study together and pray together. We can look forward together to the eternal
hope of glory. We can worship God together, rejoicing in our mutual salvation
as we place our hope and trust in God.  ---- By Gilbert Alexander.


