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HOPE -- ANCHOR FOR THE SOUL ---- By Wilson Adams in

Biblical Insights, Vol. 7, No. 8, Aug. 2007.

I am a passionate student of U.S. History

and could hardly contain my excitement

when I stepped aboard the USS Lexington

-- the gigantic aircraft carrier docked in

Corpus Christi Bay. The Lexington

(dubbed the "Gray

Ghost" by Tokyo Rose

due  to  p r e m ature

broadcasts that the

giant carrier had been

sunk) served our nation

well from WWII to

Vietnam before being

decommissioned.

The Lexington and

other naval vessels of

times past have given

way to a more modern

fleet of ships -- larger

and more capable of

meeting the needs of

today's military. The

U S S  D w i g h t  D .

Eisenhower, for example, is one of the

largest ships in the world -- from keel to

mast, it is the size of a 22 story building.

Her flight deck comprises 4.5 acres; she

weighs 95,000 tons, and carries a crew of

6,000 (that's 18,000 meals per day). She is

a floating city!

The Eisenhower also has two anchors.

Each anchor weighs 60,000 pounds, is

attached to a chain weighing 665, 000

pounds, and each individual link in the

chain weighs 365 pounds. Now that's an

anchor!

But every vessel, large or small, has one.

And why? It is the anchor that keeps the

ship where it needs

to be. Question:

What keeps YOU

where you need to

be?

The Bible warns

time and  aga in

about the danger of

drifting. "For this

reason we must pay

m u c h  c l o s e r

attention to what we

have heard, lest we

drift away from it"

( H e b re ws  2 :1 ) .

That is why it is

essential that we set

our anchor firm and

deep. "This hope we have as an anchor of

the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast..."

(Hebrews 6:19). 

HOPE: -- Is there anything that anchors

our hearts in days filled with so much

despair and despondency? Life is hard

and some days it just gets harder. All of

which means, without hope you're not

going to make it. "I would have despaired

unless I had believed that I would see the

goodness of the Lord in the land of the

living" (Psalm 27:13). That's hope! "In

the world you have tribulation, but take

courage; I have overcome the world"

(John 16:33). That's hope! "Whatever

was written in earlier times was written

for our instruction, that through

perseverance and the encouragement of

the Scriptures we might have hope"

(Romans 15:4) Hope again!

"How do people make it when they are

not Christians?" The answer is: they don't.

They deny it, fake it, use artificial means

to escape it -- alcoholism, workaholism,

recreational pursuits -- anything to keep

them busy and fill the void in their lives.

The one thing non-believers cannot do is

face the tragedies of life with a calm,

quiet, confident hope. Only God's child

can do that. ("But I do not want you to be

ignorant brethren, concerning those who

have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as

o the r s  w ho have  no  hop e ." 1

Thessalonians 4:13).

"This hope we have..." It is something

possessed by Christians. We have been

born again to a living hope (1 Peter 1:3)

because we have a living Savior. As

William Gaither states, "Because He lives,

I can face tomorrow, Because He lives, all

fear is gone; Because I know -- I know --

He holds the future, And life is worth the

living just because He lives."

Someone reading these words may be

feeling that hope is lost. It isn't.

Circumstances may be bleak, but if you

will embrace the living Lord, you will

find hope. Anchor deep in the hope of

Jesus.

The Spiders Web

During World War II, a US marine was

separated from his unit on a Pacific

Island. The fighting had been intense, and

in the smoke and the crossfire he had lost

touch with his comrades.

 Alone in the jungle, he could hear enemy

soldiers coming in his direction.

Scrambling for cover, he found his way

up a high ridge to several small caves in

the rock. Quickly he crawled inside one of

the caves. Although safe for the moment,

he realized that once the enemy soldiers

looking for him swept up the ridge, they

would quickly search all the caves and he

would be killed.

 As he waited, he prayed, “Lord, if it be

your will, please protect me. Whatever

your will though, I love you and trust you.

Amen.”

After praying, he lay quietly listening to

the enemy begin to draw close. He

thought, Well, I guess the Lord is not

going to help me out of this one. Then he

saw a spider begin to build a web over the

front of his cave.

 As he watched, listening to the enemy

searching for him all the while, the spider

layered strand after strand of web across

the opening of the cave.

 He thought what I need is a brick wall

and what the Lord has sent me is a spider

web. God does have a sense of humor.

 As the enemy drew closer he watched

from the darkness of his hideout and

could see them searching one cave after

another. As they came to his, he got ready

to make his last stand. To his amazement,

however, after glancing in the direction of

his cave, they moved on.

 Suddenly, he realized that with the spider

web over the entrance, his cave looked as

if no one had entered for quite a while.

Lord, forgive me, prayed the young man!

I had forgotten that in you a spider's web

is stronger than a brick wall. ----

anonymous

THE PERCEPTION IS 
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"A good name is better than precious

ointment" (Eccl. 7:1). "Only let not your

good be evil spoken of" (Rom. 14:16).

Timothy was "well reported of by the

brethren" (Acts 16:2). Surely, we would

rather be held in respect than despised.

But sometimes perceptions are unjust.

Ahab's perception of Elijah was that he

was the one who "troubleth Israel" (1

Kings 18: 17). It was really the other way

around.

Jesus was perceived by the Jewish rulers

as a "blasphemer" who had to be stopped

at all cost. For that reason they "took

counsel together to put Him to

death"(Jno. 11:53). Yet Peter said that He

"left us an example that we should walk in

His steps; Who did no sin, neither was

guile found in His mouth" (1 Pet.

2:21,22).

Paul said, "But we preach Christ

crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling

block, and unto the Greeks foolishness"(1

Cor. 1:23). The perception of both

unbelieving Jews and Greeks was wrong.

The truth? "But unto them which are

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the

power of God, and the wisdom of God.

Because the foolishness of God is wiser

than men; and the weakness of God -- is

stronger than men" (Vs. 25).

Unbelieving Jews created a false

im p ress ion  ab out P au l  and his

companions at Thessalonica. They

dragged "certain brethren unto the rulers

of the city, crying, 'these that have turned

the world upside down are come hither

also'" (Acts 17:6). The perception spread.

"And they troubled the people and the

rulers of the city, when they heard these

things" (vs. 8). But it was all based on

false information. But still, that was the

perception.

Image Problems: -- Let's face it, Jesus, the

apostles and the early church suffered

from an image problem. I guess Demas

succumbed to it for he "forsook...having

loved this present world" (2 Tim. 4:10).

The church of our Lord has often suffered

from an image problem. " That's the little

bunch who thinks they are the only ones

who are right." "Oh, they are the ones

who don't believe in music in the church."

The perception of many younger people

now is that organized religion is

hypocritical, repressive, and out of touch

with life in the real world. On top of that

they are judged to be too judgmental and

bigoted.

Solving The Image Problem: -- I don't

know that we always can solve it. We

cannot compromise the truth because

some who stand for it have been slandered

and false perceptions have been created.

All of us need to keep on preaching what

we know to be the truth, doing what we

know to be right, and living uprightly

before God and the world, whether or not

the perceptions are changed. In the final

analysis, does it really matter what people

think of us? No, it does not. What matters

is what God thinks about us. If my action

is right before God, then whatever

contrary perceptions may prevail are of no

importance. When we begin to sample

perceptions, brotherhood or otherwise,

and decide our actions and associations

accordingly, then we have sold out our

principles for the pottage of human

approval and opinion. Is there a price to

pay sometimes for acting contrary to the

"perception which is  out there?"

Absolutely. You may have a meeting or

two canceled without any explanation.

That happened to me twice this year. One

was cancelled with no other explanation than "for the health of the church." I don't know

if that meant the church was all too sick to attend a meeting or they thought my

preaching would make them all sick. Another was cancelled with the explanation "due

to circumstances." When I inquired what those "circumstances" were, I received no

answer. Do churches have the same right to cancel meetings as to schedule them? Of

course they do. But there is such thing as honorable treatment which even people in the

world recognize in the realm of business dealings.

Am I going to cut off association with brethren I know to be honorable and who are

engaged in activities which are just and right because of some "perception out there"?

No sir, I am not. Others may choose whatever course they desire, but it appears to this

old country boy that principle and perception are not always on the same page. The

measure of a man's character and caliber may well be decided by which one he chooses.

"Buy the truth and sell it not" (Prov. 23:23). ---- By Connie Adams in Truth Magazine,

Vol. 52, No. 10, December 2008.


