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 Preventing the Spread of Sin (By Joe R. Price)
The family of Ebola-infected

Liberian national Thomas Eric

Duncan has been isolated for 21

days by order of authorities in

Dallas, TX in an effort to contain

and eliminate the threat of

transmitting the virus ("Family of

D a l l a s  E b o l a  p a t i e n t

quarantined", USAToday.com).

Christians understand the

danger to physical health that

infectious diseases pose. We take

p recau t ions to  m inim ize

contamination and prevent

spreading the disease. Why then

are so many Christians opposed

to practicing local church

discipline when a sinning

Christian refuses to repent? Are

they unaware that just as Ebola

can infect others, sin is infectious

and contact with it is harmful? 

Sin has an evil influence. When

left to its own devices, sin

spreads to the hearts and lives of

others. We should not boast that

the sins other Christians commit

cannot affect us: "Your glorying

is not good. Do you not know

that a little leaven leavens the

whole lump?" (1 Cor. 5:6). The

solution when a Christian refuses

to repent is for the local church to

"purge out the old leaven, that

you may be a new lump" by

"put(ting) away from yourselves

the evil person" (1 Cor. 5:7, 13).

A church that will not

correctively discipline the

unrepentant Christian is allowing

sin's infectious influence to

spread. 

Sin's danger is minimized and

ignored as long as the

unrepentant sinner is not "taken

away from among" the church (1

Cor. 5:2). The intent of this

drastic action is restoration (of

the lost) and prevention (of more

sin). Thus, the sinner is isolated

in an attempt to bring him or her

to repentance and salvation (1

Cor. 5:4-5; 2 Thess. 3:14-15).

This objective was achieved in

Corinth (2 Cor. 2:3-11; 7:8-10).

We must have faith it can be

achieved today as well.

Using corrective discipline to

save the lost and protect the

saved also proves the obedience

of the church (as in the case of

Corinth, 2 Cor. 2:9; 7:11-12). It

is not easy to "withdraw from

every brother who walks

disorderly", but it is necessary (2

Thess. 3:6). The goal is to save

the lost and protect the saved.

Our faith in Christ compels us to

do what He commands, knowing

it will accomplish God's

purposes.

Sin is deadly. We will do what

is necessary to prevent the spread

of Ebola. W must follow God's

plan to prevent the spread of sin

and death in the local church.

"Aid" or "Addition" -- What

is the Difference? (by Wayne

Jackson) 

A kindly gentleman replies:

"Because musical instruments are

not authorized by the New

Testament, hence, they are

additions to the divine pattern

which prescribes Christian

worship." 

But the intrigued visitor probes

further: "Why then do you use

song books? Aren't these also

additions?" "No, the brother

replies, "our song books are

merely aids; there's a difference

between an addition and an aid." 

Conversations like the previous

take place  on numerous

occasions. There is much

confusion in discerning the

difference between an "addition"

and an "aid." What is the

difference? This is a great

question, and we focus briefly on

it in this week's Penpoint.

How is an "addition"

distinguished from an "aid"? An

addition occurs when a particular

action has been altered, or the

fundamental composition or

substance of a thing has been

changed. An aid alters nothing; it

m e r e l y  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e

implementation of the action or

substance, without changing

anything.

Perhaps several examples will

help us focus on this. 

Aids vs. Additions

 • A cane may aid one in taking

a walk, but with or without

this device, one is just

walking. But if one walks for

a while, and then rides a

bicycle, he is no longer just

walking; something has been

added to his mode of travel.

Now, he's both walking and

riding. 

• A mother sends her son to the

market to buy a loaf of bread.

He brings the bread home in

a bag. The bag is merely an

aid. Should he purchase a

candy bar as well, he has

disregarded the instruction of

his mother by an addition.

• A man takes his automobile

to the service center for an oil

change. The attendant may
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use a wrench and funnel to

aid in his replacement of the

oil. There is no problem with

that. But we all understand

that if he changes the spark

plugs as well, he has

augmented the original

instructions.

Jesus taught that the

communion supper is to consist

of bread and fruit of the vine. A

table, plates, and cups facilitate

(aid) the implementation of those

commands. But to garnish the

bread with peanut butter, and

"punch up" the fruit of the vine

with ginger ale, is to be guilty of

addition. 

Christians are obligated to

preach the gospel everywhere to

the extent of their ability. In order

to accomplish this, it is

acceptable to use aids (e.g.,

tracts, television, the world wide

web, or a building). But if one

combines something with that

gospel (as the Judaizers did in the

first century when they taught

that circumcision, an element of

the Mosaic law, is also necessary

to receive salvation - Acts 15:1),

that is an offense.

When the church commences

the praise portion of its service,

the saints may "sing," for such is

enjoined by God (Eph. 5:18-19;

Col. 3:16). Christians may

employ song books, a projection

screen, or a tuning fork (to

determine the appropriate

"pitch"). Still, though, in the final

analysis, they would be singing

only.

On the other hand, if the church

sings to the accompaniment of an

organ, piano, etc., those thus

part ic ipat ing have  added

something to what the Lord

authorized. There now are two

types of music - vocal and

instrumental. The nature of the

original command has been

supplemented.

Additions are wrong.

And so, the serious Bible

student must conclude that the

use of a mere aid only

accommodates obedience to

God's will. Such expediencies

may fluctuate from time-to-time

and from place-to-place.  On the

other hand, those who respect the

authority of the sacred Scriptures

will not tamper with the divine

prescriptions for worship by the

clutterment of additions. They

will not add to sacred instruction,

for to do so is to invite the wrath

of God ultimately. 

One needs to remember what

happened to those who put God's

Ark of the Covenant on a "new"

cart (2 Sam. 6:3), instead of

transporting the sacred chest as

the law had required (Ex. 25:12-

14). David later admitted that this

addition was "not according to

the [divine] ordinance" (1 Chron.

15:16). It pays to know the difference between an "aid" and an

"addition."

To many, such matters perhaps seem rather trivial. This is because

they have never fathomed the concept of the necessity of absolute

obedience to the sovereign Creator.

Thoughts To Ponder:
• Every person converted to Christ in the New Testament learned that he

was wrong and made a change. The man who is "never wrong" will never
be a Christian. Your estimate of your own self matters little; are you right
in God's sight?

• "Innovations are usually adopted on the plea of expediency— and
afterwards defended as Scriptural. Societies, sprinkling, instrumental
music, are illustrations."

• It has been said that there were FIVE reasons for the fall of Rome:
1. Rapid increase of divorce, undermining the home.
2. Higher and higher taxes and unwise public spending.
3. Mad craze for pleasure— sports exciting and brutal.
4. Building gigantic armaments, when the greatest enemy was within,

the decadence of the people.
5. Decay of religion, faith fading into mere form, losing touch with life,

impotent as a guiding force.  
(Is America following this same road?) Written in Feb, 1961

•  "Quitters in the church are like motors: they start sputtering before they
miss, and start missing before they quit." 

• "Worry is like a rocking chair: it will give you something to do— but it
will not get you anywhere."


