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Lessons learned from Cockroaches  ---- by Carey Scott

Of all of God's creatures, the
cockroach is the most resilient.
Roaches have been around for all of
mankind's generations to be bothered
with. Scientist think that roaches will
outlast humanity and even survive a
nuclear holocaust.

As much as we despise the little
creatures, we can learn lessons from
them. As ugly as we perceive them to
be, they are a beautiful creature of
nature. They are part of God's creation
and we should respect their place in
nature. They provide food for insect
eating animals and birds.

It's when we take them out of nature
and put them where we are, that we
become uncomfortable with them.
They belong in trees, not our houses.

Some cultures treat them with respect
and esteem them highly in several
ways. But for the most part we like to
see them die horrible deaths. It's fun
to use them for target practice or
watch them squirm when the spray
hits them. We do not even mind if
they are in pain and agony. Some like
to get it over with in a hurry and you
get a big juicy splat. Roaches live
throughout the world in different

shapes and sizes and colors and
environments (much like people).

But as much as we dislike the vile
little creatures, we must give them
some credit, and learn some lesson
from them. These lessons are
especially important if we are to
survive in this life and in the life to
come. How? Well, let's see.

Roaches are persistent---much like
Satan and that energizer bunny, they
keep going. When it comes to our
duties to others, we must be persistent
and keep coming back to work on our
subjects. These subjects treat us just
like we treat the roaches. Sometimes
with hatred or fear or even bug spray.

Roaches like trash---they are
comfortable with it. They do not care
what it looks like or smells like, to
them it is just food. As long as they
get their food, they are not picky.
Unfortunately, many church-goers are
like these roaches. As long as they are
comfortable, they don't care what kind
of garbage is placed in from of them.
They are not picky if it is truth or
error, and they can't tell the difference
anyway. We know that if we clean
house and keep garbage away that
roaches will eventually go somewhere

else for their food. We need to do the
same in our churches and clean house
and preach the truth and lay it on very
thick. The roaches will become
something else or they will just leave.

Roaches work well together---Why,
just two roaches can create a whole
army in just a short time. They seem
to have a natural ability to procreate.
This is how the Church is to grow, by
procreation. Those who know the
truth plant the seed in good hearts
which will produce seeds of truth and
so on. Where there is a will, much can
be accomplished by just a few.

Roaches look out for one another---
or so it seems. It is as if they have
sentries watching out and when
danger approaches, they scatter. The
scriptures teach us that we are to look
out for one-another. Many verses
emphasize this fact. We must always
be looking out for the welfare of
others, both physical and spiritual,
and not be so selfish.

Roaches learn from others
mistakes---When you try a new
method of removal, the process is
effective for a short time, until they
learn to avoid these traps. Seems like
roaches learn lessons from others
where humans don't. We are to learn
and be aware of traps and pitfalls and
avoid them. We need to avoid them
like we should avoid sin. We see error
and we need to expose it so that
others do not fall into the snare of the
devil. We must point out the false
teacher. This is so we can maintain
the purity of the church.

Roaches build an immune system---
even the most powerful poisons seem
to lose effectiveness after several
generations have endured it. We have
to stop using the poisons because of
danger to others. Some have even
been banned. Christians are to build
up an immune system to sin, so that
we are not enticed by it. On the other
hand though, we cannot build up an
immune system for the world that
allows us to tolerate and put up with
what it offers. With God's help, we
can become immune to sin to where it
will not destroy us.

Roaches just want to survive---they
hide for protection, they eat to
survive, and they procreate to keep the
species alive. Are they not just like
we should be?   We must hide
ourselves in the protection of God's
grace. We should nourish ourselves
with spiritual food. We must share
and spread the Gospel so the species
(roaches are like Christians) will
survive and grow.

Before you step on your next roach or
spray them to cause them pain, think
about some of these ideas. Because as
long as this world exist, roaches will
be a part of it. These tiny creatures
have the ability to make something
much larger react (scream or
jumping). We as Christians, though
small in our eyes, can really effect the
world around us. We can and must
learn these lessons from roaches. 

***Lessons Learned from

Small creatures***
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"My Duty"
The New Testament teaches God's
people are to be aggressive. There is
no such thing, according to the Bible,
as a disciple of the Lord sitting down
and doing nothing. The Lord's people
are taught to go forth and fight, go
forth and meet the enemy, go forth
and tear down the arguments of the
devil and his followers.

Listen to some of the passages that
teach this: "For our wrestling is not
against flesh and blood, but against
the principalities, against the
powers, against the world-rulers of
this darkness, against the spiritual
hosts of wickedness:" Eph 6:12.
"Fight the good fight of faith, lay
hold of the life eternal," 1 Tim 6:12.
"Suffer hardship with me, as a
good soldier of Christ Jesus," 2 Tim
2:3. "For though we walk in the
flesh, we do not war according to
the flesh (for the weapons of our
warfare are not of the flesh, but
mighty before God to the casting
down of strongholds); casting down
imaginations, and every high thing
that is exalted against the
knowledge of God, and bringing
every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ," 2 Cor 10:3-5.

How can one read these passages and
not conclude that we are to be
involved in a fight for the Lord? Look
at the reasons why: "For such men
are false apostles, deceitful workers,
fashioning themselves into apostles
of Christ. And no marvel; for even
Satan fashioneth himself into an
angel of light. It is no great thing

therefore if his ministers also
fashion themselves as ministers of
righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works," 2 Cor
11:13-15. There is such a thing as
FALSE TEACHERS, "beware of
false prophets, who come to you in
sheep's clothing, but inwardly are
ravening wolves," Matt 7:15.

When one stands for truth there will
come many charges from those who
oppose error being exposed. Those in
error will use expressions such as:
"Trouble makers," "Legalists,"
"Watch dogs," "Hardliners," "Rabid",
"Church splitters," -- all of these
terms are used for the purpose of
taking the issue away from them and
transposing to to the one who is
standing for truth. I have always heard
that a hit dog will howl and I believe
it. They howl not by answering
arguments but rather by heaping scorn
upon him that is following the
teachings of the Bible.

In the realm of logic there is such a
thing as erecting a "straw man!" This
simply means that you present the
person that stands for truth as a "evil
doer," and take the heat off of
yourself. But, you see, to do this you
have to lie. You lie about the person
that stands for truth. Rev. 21:8 tells us
that all liars will be lost. While trying
to get out from under the heat of
being a false teacher they then
compound their problem by making it
worse, now they have lied.

I understand that I am going to be
standing before the Lord on the day of
judgment and will give account of my

acts and deeds. Because of this fact, I have to deal honorably with those who are
in error. One does not fight error with error, he fights error with truth, John
8:32. May the Lord bless us in our stand for truth.
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