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Has Lying Become Honorable? ---- by  Don R. Hastings

Bradenton, Florida
Like so many other Americans, I

have heard some of the testimony
given by Lt. Col. Oliver North. He
is answering questions asked by an
Iran-Contra Committee. Among
other things, these Congressmen are
trying to find out what role Mr.
North had in supplying military aid
to the Nicaraguan rebels.

What I have heard greatly
disturbs me. Mr. North has stated
that he has lied over and over again
in an effort to keep Congress and
others from finding out what he was
doing. He shredded incriminating
documents and fabricated others. In
spite of all this deception, he
maintains vehemently, "I have done
nothing wrong." He also said, "I
want you to know that lying does
not come easy to me . . . I think we
all had to weigh in the balance the
differences between lives and lies."
Mr. North assured the committee
that he was not lying to them
because he was under oath. Is it
right to lie if you haven't taken an
oath? Is it right to lie to protect
others? The answers to both
questions is - No!

I have heard people, who knew
Mr. North when he was growing up,
say that he was an honest boy. What
a shame that he has learned to be a
very convincing liar. What a shame
that he no longer views lying as
wrong under many circumstances.
What a shame that our government
has encouraged him to change his
values. What a shame that many
Americans would encourage him to
keep his present values by telling
him how proud they are of him.
Haven't we called "evil good" (Isa.
5:20)?

Many people believe that if you
are told to lie by someone in
authority over you, then it is not
wrong. Even if the President of the
United States had told Mr. North to
lie, he should have refused. We all
must obey a higher authority than
man and that is God! We must have
the courage to follow the example
and belief of the inspired apostles.
They said, "We must obey God
rather than men" (Acts 5:29).

Not only does Mr. North think
that his lying was justified, so do a
lot of Americans. Mr. North showed

some of the telegrams he has
received which praised him for his
work over the last five years. The
Bradenton Herald (Friday, July 10,
1987 edition) has in bold print,
"Floridians Rallying in Praise of
North. " This is one Floridian who
does not praise him.

Someone prepared a sign which
read, "Col. North Is A Hero." If Mr.
North is a model for our young
people to idolize and imitate, then
our nation must consider deception
to be honorable. Does this concern,
sadden or upset you?

I know of one Christian, who said
that if she had been in Mr. North's
place, she would have acted as he
did. She justified his lying because
she said he was doing it to protect
lives. There may be many other
Christians who agree with her.

Like Jeremiah, I weep for my
nation (Jer. 9:1). I believe that
many people, both in and out of the
government, are very careless with
the truth. How can we trust officials
in government when they lie to us
and lie again to cover up other lies?
How long can a government stand
when her foundation is not truth
and righteousness, but dishonesty
and moral corruption? How long
will God spare a nation which
praises the things which he abhors?
How can children of the Most High
praise wickedness?

One of the things that the Bible
has impressed upon my mind is that
God hates lying! "There are six

things which Jehovah hateth; Yea,
seven, which are an abomination
unto him: haughty eyes, a lying
tongue . . . a false witness that
uttereth lies, and he that soweth
discord among brethren" (Prov.
6:16-19). "Lying lips are an
abomination to Jehovah; But they
that deal truly are his delight"
(Prov. 12:22). Jesus said of the
devil, "When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar
and the father thereof" (Jn. 8:44).
Jesus is "full of grace and truth" (Jn.
1: 14). There was "no guile found in
his mouth" (1 Pet. 2:22).

Do you think God's attitude
toward lying has changed? If you
do, you are in for a great surprise at
the judgment day. "But for the
fearful, and unbelieving. . . and all
liars, their part shall be in the lake
that burneth with fire and brimstone;
which is the second death" (Rev.
21:8). Did you notice that "all liars"
are going to be in a lake of "fire and
brimstone"? That includes those
who tell "white lies" and any other
kind of a lie. "Without are the dogs,
and the sorcerers, and the
fornicators, and murderers, and the
idolaters, and every one that loveth
and maketh a lie" (Rev. 22:15).
Honesty is the best policy because it
is God's policy! Lying destroys our
trus tworthiness,  credibil i ty,
faithfulness, respect, reputation, and
our soulsl Be not deceived, lying is
not honorable. "Righteousness
exalteth a nation; But sin is a



reproach to any people" (Prov.
13:34). Tell the truth all the time.
Via — Guardian of Truth XXXI:
18, p. 558 September 17, 1987
*** From the Editor ---- think
seriously on this article - tho
written many years ago, this nation
has run head long into supporting
cheating spouses, praise the drug
addict and alcoholic, and turned a
blind eye to the sexually immoral
openly flaunting their ungodly
behavior in the streets.   When the
righteous no longer believes lying
is a big deal where will it end.   Just
look what has happened since 1987
and I believe you have your answer.
***
John's Three Black Lies ---- By

Olen Holderby
J.W. Roberts, in his small

commentary on the first epistle of
John (124), quotes Stott as referring
to the three lies which John
discusses as "three black lies" of
this epistle - thus the title of this
article.
The "moral" black lie - 1 John 1:6.
"If we say we have fellowship with
him, and walk in darkness, we lie
and do not the truth." This is
parallel to 2:4, "He that saith, I
know him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a liar, and the
truth is not in him." So, if we claim
to have fellowship with God, but
walk in darkness, John says we lie.

Since the Scripture is God's word
(2 Tim. 3:16), this means that it is
God calling such a person a liar.

Now, if I called you a liar, it would
not make you one; but, if God calls
you a liar, you are it! God makes no
mistakes.

"Walk" is a way of life and
without reference to time; while
"darkness" (sin) is one way of life -
moral or spiritual darkness. John
says, "God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all" (v. 5); so, there is no
sin with God "at all." The darkness
of verse 6 is the same as the dark-
ness of verse 5; and the light of
verse 7 is the same as the light in
verse 5. This suggests that only the
sinless can have fellowship with
God. This thought may seem to be
contradictory to verses 8 and 10,
which affirm our sinfulness. Not so!

John goes on to show how this
sinfulness can be changed: It is
changed by the blood of Christ (v.
7), but only on the condition that we
confess our sins (v. 9). Christ is the
propitiation for our sins (2:2), and
he is our advocate with the Father
(2:1); but, it still remains that in
order to have fellowship with God,
we must rid our- selves of our sins,
since there is no darkness at all with
the Father. When this is done, the
door of fellowship with God is left
ajar.

Now, if you claim to have
fellowship with God and have not
done the necessary things to remove
your sins, John says you lie. ". . . all
liars shall have their part in the lake
with burneth with fire and
brimstone; which is the second

death" (Rev.21:8).
The doctrinal black lie - 1 John
2:22. "Who is a liar but he that
denieth that Jesus is the Christ . . ."
Keep in mind that this would be
God calling such an one a liar. John
has already said, "no lie is of the
truth" (v. 21). Since God's word is
the truth (John 17:17), this
amounts to a denial of God's word.
Further, this amounts to a denial of
his divine Sonship (5:20), and, a
denial of the Father - God himself.

The Gnostics believed that Jesus
existed, but they denied that certain
divine attributes were his. Matthew
1:23 argues that Jesus was "God
with us." If Jesus was God, he had
to possess the attributes of God;
otherwise he could not be "God
with us." In Mark 1:22, it is said
that Jesus taught them "as one that
had authority, and not as the
scribes." The scribes taught with
delegated authority and that from
their own priestly officials, and they
taught their traditions, opinions, and
the Rabbinical teachings. On the
other hand, Jesus taught with
inherent authority, and he taught the
words of his Father (John 12:49).
Being all-wise, he could cut
through the traditions and teachings
of men, and say, "This is it!" His
word was law and there was no
appeal from it (Ps. 119:89). So, in
both matter and manner Jesus
proved himself to be the divine Son
of God, the promised Messiah. If I
make him any less than this, I make

myself a liar. Again, ". . . all liars
have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone."

The ethical (social) black lie - 1
John 4:20. "If a man say, I love
God, and hateth his brother, he is a
liar . . ." So, if I claim to love God
and hate a brother, I simply am not
telling the truth - I am a liar. For the
third time, keep in mind that this
would be God calling such a liar.

In verse 19 we read, "We love
him, because he first loved us."
This, of course, is in reference to
God's love for us; and, who could
deny this factual statement.
However, this is not true when it
comes to loving our brother. We
love our brother whether or not he
loves us.

In John 13:34-35, Jesus gave the
whole world the right to judge
whether or not we are his disciples,
by the love we have one for another.
Since love always does what is best
for its object, our love sometimes
appears to be cruel (see 2 Thess.
3:6). Man's love goes upward to
God, outward to our fellows, and
downward to our enemies.

"And this commandment have we
from him, That he who loveth God
love his brother also" (1 John 4:21).
Thus, we are commanded to love
one another; and, if I fail to do so,
and at the same time claim to love
God, John says that I am a liar. And,
once again, "all liars have their part
in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone."


