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THE PREACHER'S COFFEE
By Ben M. Bogard

(Note from brother Carrol Sutton:  Ben M. Bogard was probably one of the
greatest debaters produced by the Baptists in this century. He debated many of
our brethren as well as a number of other preachers. A number of years ago he
wrote the following poem to show that Scriptural baptism requires immersion.)

"I have a pleasant story, which I wish to tell in a rhyme,
About a circuit preacher, who lived in recent time.

He was a circuit rider, for good John Wesley's brand,
And rode the finest circuit, in all the blessed land.

At one of his good charges, some members, not a few,
Became quite sorely troubled, about the word 'INTO.'

The good Book says quite plainly, in Acts in chapter eight,
'They went down into the water,' as Baptist people state.

The preacher preached a sermon, of extra zeal and might,
And to his satisfaction, he set the passage right.

'Into' does not mean 'into', but only 'at' or 'near by,'
They went down to the water, and got a small supply.

But near the place of worship, there lived a sister Brown,
And for her splendid cooking, she'd gained a great renown.
Her yellow-legged chickens, her luscious cakes and pies,
Had often made that preacher, roll up his weeping eyes.

And her delicious coffee, In all the circuit round,
The preacher oft admitted, its like could not be found.

So when he preached his sermon, with extra power and length,
He loved, at the Brown's table, to revive his ebbing strength.

But sister Brown was a Baptist, the strongest in the land;
She oft reproved the Methodists, for changing God's command.
She heard the preacher's sermon, and thought the subject o're;
Then asked him home for dinner, as she oft had done before.
She ground her good brown coffee, her kettle steaming hot,

And she put it 'at' or 'near by', the famous coffee pot.

She poured her guest a cupful, (I think it was no sin);
'But you forgot, dear sister, to put the coffee in.'

'No, no, dear sir, that's coffee; I ground a good supply,
And put it 'at' the kettle, ('into' is 'at' or 'near by.')

By the logic of your sermon; (I thought it rather thin),
If 'at' or 'near by' is 'into', I put coffee IN.

So if you will truly promise, no more such stuff to teach,
I'll go and make some coffee, in line with Bible speech.

And this time I will follow, instructions to the dot,
And put the coffee 'into', not 'at' or 'near by' the pot!

{After reading "The Preacher's Coffee" by Mr. Bogard, our depart brother, W.
Curtis Porter, wrote a "Sequel To The Preacher's Coffee."  In it brother Porter
took Mr. Bogard's line of reasoning and argument to show by the Scriptures that
water baptism is essential to being saved.)

Baptist Tradition versus the Word of God
Confession at Baptism: "The baptismal candidate is asked to confess that he
believes God has pardoned his sins, even before baptism."

Scriptural Teaching: cf. Matt.16:16 --- One must confess that Jesus is the
Christ; Acts 8:37 --- it is here demonstrated; Matt.10:32 --- We must confess
Christ; Acts 2:38 --- Baptism is "for remission of sins"; thus Baptists ask
candidates to confess an untruth.

The Act of Baptism: "Baptism is an immersion, but not essential to salvation."
(Hiscox, p. 20 note 8).  Must be baptized in order to enter the Baptist church;
baptism is a "church ordinance." (Pendleton, p. 65,90).  Must relate
"experience" then the membership votes whether to receive new member and
allow him to be baptized. (Pendleton, p. 17, 103; Hiscox, p. 23).

Scriptural Teaching: cf. Mark 16:16 --- Baptism precedes salvation; Acts
2:38 --- Baptism is "for the remission of sins"; John 3:5 --- Birth of water and
Spirit essential to entering the Kingdom of Heaven; Gal. 3:27 --- Baptism put
one into Christ; I Peter 3:21 --- Baptism saves; Acts 22:16 --- sins are washed
away at baptism; Romans 6:3-4 --- one is baptized into Christ's death and into
his body, the church; Acts 2:47 --- The Lord adds them to His church; Acts
8:26-39 --- No church vote or ordinance is here found.  

WHICH DO YOU BELIEVE???



SEQUEL TO THE PREACHER'S COFFEE
By W. Curtis Porter

"Just then stepped a preacher, who wears a Bible name;
The simple name of 'Christian', of apostolic fame.
God put into the Bible, no human names to wear,

And hence he was contented, the inspiring mark to wear.

Then Mrs. Brown he questioned, if surely she'd admit,
Whether 'into' had the meaning, she had given it.

She said she would most surely, and who would dare say not? 
'No coffee's in the vessel, till put 'into' the pot!'

The gently spoke the preacher; Don't censure preacher Jones;
You have spoken condemnation, to yourself in strongest tones.

No need to hold tradition; such never did suffice;
The Bible says that baptism, puts people 'into' Christ!

'No, no,' replied the hostess; 'Such preaching is a sin;
Sir, the preacher gives baptism, to those already in.'

'Well, well,' then spoke the preacher, 'it surely gives me fun,
To see this faithful Baptist, throw down her Baptist gun.

If 'into' has the meaning, you have given it at last,
Your shot at circuit riders, has gone into a blast!

Then Philip and the Eunuch, went not 'into' the creek,
For they were 'in' already, and had been for a week!'

'When Christians are invited, 'into' that heavenly clime,
They'll really not go 'into' they were in it all the time.
And when the Lord will banish, the wicked 'into' hell;

They'll merely stay 'in' pleasures, on earth they love so well.'

'You thought you put the coffee, 'into' the coffee pot;
But it was 'in' already, and really boiling hot.

Now Mrs. Brown, please promise, that you'll not have the gall,
To hit folks with the Bible, unless you take it all.

The Bible says so plainly (to which you have referred),
'They went down 'into' the water,'I trust its every word. 

It tells us that the righteous, go 'into' mansions fair;
It tells us that the wicked, go down 'into' despair.

It tells us just as surely, not only once but twice;
That which is called 'baptism', puts people 'into' Christ.
Now take it all, dear Lady; false preachers you can rout,
Or else just raise the window, and throw the Bible out!

Christ is All...
1. He is the Lord (1 Cor. 8:6)
2. He is the Savior (Matt. 1:21)
3. He is the Way (John 14:6)
4. He is the Lamb (1 Pet. 1:19)
5. He is the Door (John 10:9)
6. He is the Head (Eph. 1:22)
7. He is the Judge (John 5:30)
8. He is the Bread (John 6:48)
9. He is the Truth (John 14:6)
10. He is the King (Rev. 17:14; John
18:36)
11. He is the Shepherd (John 10:14)

12. He is our Advocate (1 John 2:1)
13. He is our High priest (Hebrews 8:1)
14. He is our Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5)
15. He is our Bridegroom (Revelation
21:9)
16. He is our Friend (John 15:14)
17. He is our God (John 1:1; 20:28)
18. He is the Light (John 1:4)
19. He is the Life (John 1:4)
20. He is our Propitiation (1 John 2:2)
21. He is our Redeemer (Luke 1:68)
22. He is the Rock (1 Corinthians
10:4)


