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But Satan Hindered Us

by Bobby K. Thompson
"But we, brethren, being taken from
you for a short time in presence, not
in heart, endeavored the more
abundantly to see your face with great
desire. Wherefore, we would have
come unto you, even I Paul, once and
again, but Satan hindered us." (I
Thessalonians 2:17-18). These verses
reveal the apostle's desire to be
present with the brethren in
Thessalonica, and they also offer an
explanation for this not materializing.
He states that Satan had hindered Paul
and his companions from visiting the
Thessalonians as they desired to do.
Satan is good at hindering! He desires
to hinder good things from existing,
and encourages evil to exist. We may
not be certain as to what procedure
Satan used in hindering Paul, and
those with him, from fulfilling their
desires to be present with the
Thessalonians. It could possibly have
been due to false teaching which
Satan had encouraged at other places.
The true servants of the Lord had to
spend their time in combating such in
other cities, and it did not leave any
time for them to visit Thessalonica.
Whatever it was, it was something
that Satan rejoiced in doing. He was
hindering something that was

honorable, profitable and decent in
the sight of the Lord. That is his
purpose in life, and he is good at what
he does. 

If he was successful in hindering the
apostle Paul, we should certainly take
guard against his attempts to hinder us
in doing those things which are right.
"Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour: Whom resist steadfast in the
faith, knowing that the same
afflictions are accomplished in your
brethren that are in the world." (I
Peter 5:8-9). What are some tactics
or means which Satan uses in his
efforts to hinder men? 

Satan Endeavors To Hinder By
Encouraging: Diversions. "In whom
the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them." (II
Corinthians 4:4). He is the god of
this world, and he knows how to make
the world appear appealing with its
lusts and ungodliness. "Lest Satan
should get an advantage of us: for we
are not ignorant of his devices." (II
Corinthians 2:11). He seeks the

advantage by his devices and worldly
diversions, which entice the faithful,
and of which we are not to be
ignorant. No doubt John was thinking
of the hindering power of diversions
when he wrote: "Love not the world,
neither the things that are in the
world. If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For
all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but
is of the world. And the world passeth
away, and the lust thereof, but he that
doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
(I John 2:15-17). James also used
strong words in describing those who
were seduced by Satan's diversions.
"Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know
ye not that the friendship of the world
is enmity with God? Whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world
is the enemy of God." (James 4:4). 

S a t a n  A l s o  H i n d e r s  B y
Encouraging: Delusions. Satan has
the art of making men believe that
something is the truth when it is
actually a lie. Jesus warned of
delusions taught by false prophets.
"Beware of false prophets, which
come to you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves."
(Matthew 7:15). Satan has his
ministers, who preach doctrines which
appear true, but they are only
delusions of truth. "For such are false
apost les , deceitful  workers,
transforming themselves into the
apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for
Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light. Therefore it is no great

things if his ministers also be
transformed as the ministers of
righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works." (II
Corinthians 11:13-15). Satan
continues to hinder individuals from
receiving the truth by promoting false
teachers, with their false doctrines and
delusions of truth. The parable of the
sower portrays such tactics of Satan.
"Those by the way side are they that
hear; then cometh the devil, and
taketh away the word out of their
hearts, lest they should believe and be
saved." (Luke 8:12). The devil or
Satan uses numerous methods of
taking the word out of the hearts of
men, lest they should believe and be
saved. We must not discount the
power of delusions, which cause
people to believe lies, rather than the
truth.

S a t a n  A l s o  H i n d e r s  B y
Encouraging: Doubtful minds. God
does not will that His people live in
doubt concerning truth and error.
Satan desires that men possess
doubtful minds throughout their lives.
Doubt can cause misery, which
pleases Satan. "And many other signs
truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this
book: But these are written, that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing ye
might have life through his name."
(John 20:30-31). Infallible evidence
is given by the gospel writers that one
might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God without doubting.
Jesus said to Peter in his failure to



continue walking on the water, "O, ye
of little faith, wherefore didst thou
doubt?" (Matthew 14:31). Satan
desires to hinder all men in doing the
will of God. May we not be ignorant
of his devices to do so, and never give
him the advantage which he seeks! 

Once and again, Paul and those with
him, were hindered by Satan in
coming unto the Thessalonians (I
Thessalonians 2:17-18). We may not
know what method Satan used to
produce the hindrance, but he knows
how to hinder and is very subtitle with
his efforts. "But I fear, lest by any
means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty so your minds
should be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ." (II
Corinthians 11:3). As Satan beguiled
Eve through his subtilty, he continues
using the same to corrupt our minds
from the simplicity that is in Christ.
The hindrance could possibly have
been caused by the lies of false
teaching which Satan had promoted in
other cities. The true servants of the
Lord felt the need to spend their time
in exposing these lies, and did not
find any time to visit with their dear
brethren in Thessalonica. 

We definitely know that the devil is a
father of lies. Jesus told His
countrymen "Ye are of your father the
devil, and the lust of our father ye will
do. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and abode not in the truth,
because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh
of his own: for he is a liar, and the

father of it." (John 8:44). Satan does
all he can to deceive men with his lies
and false teaching. In the book of Job,
the Lord asked Satan "Whence comes
thou? Then Satan answered the Lord,
and said, From going to and fro in the
earth and from walking up and down
in it." (Job 1:7). A gospel preacher
had not seen a fellow preacher for
some time and he asked him
concerning his whereabouts. He
replied by saying he had been going
to and fro in the earth and from
walking up and down in it, His friend
said that is what Satan is doing. This
didn't defeat the other for he said,
"Yes, and I am right behind him
exposing his lies." This spirit should
characterize all who truly love the
truth. 
   What are some of the tactics which
Satan uses in his efforts to hinder
men? In our previous thoughts, we
mentioned that he hinders by
diversions, delusions and doubtful
minds. 

Satan Also Endeavors To Hinder
By: Double minds. "A double
minded man is unstable in all his
ways." (James 1:8). "Draw nigh to
God, and he will draw nigh to you.
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and
purify your hearts, ye double
minded." (James 4:8). A double
minded person does not concentrate
upon one thing. He has divided
affections. Divided affections are
pleasing to Satan, but not to God. "If
ye then be risen with Christ, seek
those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of

God. Set your affection on things above, and not on things on the earth. For ye
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God." (Colossians 3:1-3). Jesus
emphatically condemned doubled mindedness when he said, "No man can serve
two masters for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon."
(Matthew 6:24). Satan desires for people to defy God by believing they can.
Elijah challenged the double mindedness of the people in his day, "And Elijah
came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? If
the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people
answered him not a word." (I Kings 18:21). The double minded brethren need
to purify their minds and be steadfast and unmovable in their devotion to God. 

Satan Also Endeavors To Hinder By: Deadness. One of the other hindrances
which Satan endeavors to use in causing men to displease God is deadness of
faith. He may not prevent men from believing, but he causes them just to
believe without any emphasis upon works. In fact, he fills men's hearts with the
lie that faith alone is all that is required to save them. "What doth it profit, my
brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and hath not works? can faith save
him? If a brother sister be naked, or destitute of daily food, And one of one of
you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warned and filled; notwithstanding
ye give them not those things which are needful to the body, what doth it profit?
Even so faith, if it hath not works is dead, being alone." (James 2:14-17). When
one reads language as clear as this, which teaches that faith without works is
dead, and then contends that faith only will save, it is evident something or
someone is hindering them. Furthermore, the last verse of this chapter reads,
"For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also."
(James 2:26).
    Satan Also Endeavors To Hinder By: Delay. It has been said if Satan can't
succeed by the other hindrances, he simply encourages men to wait until the
tomorrow’s which never come. Just keep putting it off! Felix waited for a
convenient season which never came. (Acts 24:25). Delays can be tragic and
cause us to lose our souls. Those in Luke chapter 9 said they would follow
Jesus, but they first had to bury their father and bid them farewell at home.
There was something that was first with them before following Jesus. Whatever
the cost, we must not let Satan hinder us in doing God's will.


