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- Great Principles of Our Salvation : How Faith Saves - 
by Ron Halbrook - Nashville, Tennessee - part 2

Not Works
Ephesians 2:9 and Romans 4:4

teach that since our own works
cannot save us, we are saved by
God's grace. Have we contradicted
these passages when we say faith
saves as it activates obedience?
No. Ephesians 2:9 and Romans
4:4 agree in teaching that man
cannot earn (deserve, as by labor or
service), deserve (to earn or be
worthy of), or merit (earn by
service or performance) salvation.
The only kind of labor or
performance which could make
man worthy of salvation would be
a perfect life. Only by presenting
God a record of sinless perfection-
having never sinned throughout a
lifetime could man truly MERIT
salvation. Is this what we mean by
faith activating obedience?

Not by any means! To the
contrary, seeking salvation through
obedient faith is admission of sin
seeking forgiveness! This is easily
seen in Romans 4:1-8, where we
find that since Abraham's own
record of works could not save

him, faith was necessary to save
him. His obedient faith was
"c o un t e d  u n t o  h i m  f o r
righteousness" (Rom. 4:3). If he
had already been innocent, just,
and right in God's sight, there
would have been no need to regard
his faith unto righteousness. The
recognit ion of Abraham's
righteousness would have been a
matter "of debt" (v. 4). David
spoke of "the blessedness of the
man, unto whom God imputeth
righteousness without works" in
Psalm 32, from which Paul quotes
i n  R o m a n s  4 .  D a v i d ' s
righteousness was not a matter of
debt on account of sinless
perfect ion.  Righteousness,
forgiveness, justification was
counted unto David as he came to
God through obedient faith-seeking
forgiveness of sin. David repented,
confessed His sin to God, and
prayed forgiveness. On account of
obedient faith, he could exclaim,
"Blessed are they whose iniquities
are forgiven, and whose sins are
covered. Blessed is the man to

whom the Lord will not impute
sin."

We must work the work of God.
Faith itself is a work (Jn. 6:28-29).
Faith saves, but not faith only.
Faith saves as it activates
obedience. "Ye see then how that
by works a man is justified, and
not by faith only" (Jas. 2:24). Yet
after we have come to God in
obedient faith, our obedience does
nothing to earn, deserve, or merit
justification. Forgiveness is
conditional. That does not change
the fact that we are undeserving,
unworthy, redeemed with a price
we can never repay. "So likewise
ye, when ye shall have done all
those things which are commanded
you, say, We are unprofitable
servants; we have done that which
was our duty to do" (Lk. 17:10).

So, to say we are not saved by a
perfect life of works, does not
eliminate the obedience which
inheres in saving faith.

Obedience: Necessary or Only
the Fruit of a Saved Life?

Most every denomination
teaches that faith saves before any
other acts of obedience; then
obedience follows as the fruit of a
saved life. Actually, spiritual life
begins and continues on the basis
of obedient faith. "The just shall
live by faith" (Rom. 1:17). That
faith is not a one-time act within
the mind, which then saves

regardless of all else. That faith
which saves involves obedience to
the gospel commands. "Ye have
obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered you.
Being then made free from sin . . .
" (Rom. 6:17-18). That faith which
saves continues in obedience to the
will of God. "For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we
should walk in them" (Eph. 2:10).
Moved by that faith, the Christian
will avoid "the works of the flesh"
and bear "the fruit of the Spirit"
(Gal. 5:19ff). The grace of God
teaches him to deny "ungodliness
and worldly lusts" and to "live
soberly, righteously, and godly"
(Tit. 2:llff). "What doth it profit,
my brethren, though a man say he
hath faith, and have not works? can
faith save him?" (Jas. 2:14) "The
just shall live by faith"-not as a
one-time act, but as a pattern of
life.

Are We Under Law?
Someone might gather from all

this that we are under law today.
That is exactly what he should
gather! Without further contortions
and twistings of Scripture,
denominationalism cannot account
for the New Testament teaching
that Christians are saved "by the
law of faith," must continue to live
according to "the law of the Spirit,"
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are "under the law to Christ," must
look into "the perfect law of
liberty," and also must fulfill "the
law of Christ" which is "the royal
law" (Rom. 3:27; 8:2; 1 Cor.
9:21; Jas. 1:25; 2:8; Gal. 6:2).

But men (mis-)guided by
denominational doctrine will
object, "what if a limb falls on one
who is about to be baptized?
Surely faith, not obedience to
diving law, saves." Others seem to
- echo the sentiment, only in
application to one who is already
baptized, "What if a Christian
sinned and was killed in a car
wreck before he could repent?
Surely faith, not obedience to the
law of repentance, saves." THE
SIMPLE TRUTH IS THAT NO
PASSAGE IN ALL THE NEW
TESTAMENT PROMISES
SALVATION IN SUCH CASES.
If God saves men who died just
before they heard, others just
before they repented, others just
before they confessed Christ, more
who died just before baptism, and
still more who were Christians but
died with un-repented of sin,
THEN THAT WILL BE GOD'S
BUSINESS. But in the meantime,
it is our business to preach just
exactly what His law says. His law
says faith saves as it activates
obedience. Nowhere does His law
teach that faith saves before
obedience. Let us speak where the
Bible does and leave off all

speculations.
Foy E. Wallace, Jr. reportedly

used this comparison. We are in
the position of lawyers in the
courtroom, who have only the right
to explain and apply the law as it
is. God is in the position of the
Final Judge, who alone has the
power to exercise clemency. Let us
declare God's law without addition,
subtraction, or alteration of any
kind. If we will do our job, it is
certain God will do His and do it
right! Since we do not know the
final judgment God will render, we
dare not offer anyone the least false
hope. We do not have to answer
the question of exactly what God
will do in each case. Here is the
question we MUST answer:
WHAT SHALL I PREACH?

Conclusion
Salvation is by faith-by obedient

faith, not disobedient "faith"
(which is really a contradiction in
terms). The sinner comes to God in
the words of a song: "Just as I am,
without one plea, but that thy
blood was shed for me . . . ." God
has provided His grace on the
condition of obedient faith. When
the sinner comes to God by faith,
the sinner is far from entering a
plea of "not guilty-perfect by
works." Rather he is throwing
himself upon the mercy of the
court: a mercy provided by grace
upon the condition of faith.
Meeting the condition is

acceptance of the mercy. Rejecting the condition of obedient faith is
rejection of the only mercy revealed by a loving God. Truly, we are saved
"by grace through faith." We are not saved "of ourselves"-that is how we
are lost! Rather, our salvation is "the gift of God." ---- via Truth
Magazine XXI: 26, pp. 409-411 June 30, 1977

Saints — By Terry Wayne Benton
The term “saint” has been hijacked to mean something different from the way the

Bible uses the term. Today, you can hear churches exalt a “Christian” after death to the

status of a “saint”. This is not according to scripture usage. Sometimes we may hear

someone say something like “I’m a Christian, but I’m no saint”. Again, that represents

a gross misunderstanding of both terms. According to the Bible, if you are a Christian

(follower of Christ) then you are a saint (someone set apart from the world and

separated unto God).  You did not move from “Christian” status to “saint” status. The

same process that leads one to become a Christian is the same process that makes one

a saint. If you are not a saint, then neither are you a Christian. 

1 Corinthians 14:32-33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all

the churches of the saints . NKJV   If churches are composed of saints, then being a

saint is not a special rank one reaches after death of the body. 

Ephesians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who

are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: NKJV

Paul wrote to brethren who were living in the flesh and they were all “saints”. The

word saint implies that they were “sanctified”(set apart to God). This happens when one

is washed and justified (1 Cor.6:11). If you have been washed (Acts 22:16) and

justified, then you have also been set apart from the world and dedicated to God. Every

Christian is a saint or they are not a Christian either. You cannot be a Christian (follower

of Jesus) unless you are a saint (one separated from the world and sanctified unto God). 


