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LUKE 18:1-8
“Then He spoke a parable to them, 

that men always ought to pray and not 
lose heart, saying: 

“There was in a certain city a judge 
who did not fear God nor regard man. 
Now there was a widow in that city; 
and she came to him, saying, „Get 
justice for me from my adversary.‟ 
And he would not for a while; but 
afterward he said within himself, 
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„Though I do not fear God nor regard 
man, yet because this widow troubles me 

I will avenge her, lest by her continual 
coming she weary me.‟ ” Then the Lord 
said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. 
And shall God not avenge His own elect 

who cry out day and night to Him, 
though He bears long with them? I tell 
you that He will avenge them speedily. 

Nevertheless, when the Son of Man 
comes, will He really find faith on the 

earth?”
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HINDRANCES TO PRAYER
• PHILOSOPHY OF NATURALISM.
• Naturalism defined --- "the belief that the natural world is the 

whole of reality and that there is no supernatural or spiritual 
creation, value, or control." {Webster's Dictionary}.
– This of course denies the most important aspect of prayer ---

"Faith in God" -- cf. Heb. 11:6.

• As man's knowledge of natural laws (which God ordained) 
increases, there is a greater tendency to regard the law rather 
than him that made it.
– Everything that happens is explained on the basis of human 

observation and knowledge.   Jesus said, "God sends the rain" ---
cf. Matt. 5:45; we observe and say, "low pressure area"; some 
even blame the T.V. weatherman for bad weather --- cf. Job. 37:5-
6; Amos 4:7.

– Jesus said, "give us our daily bread, God"; we say "I make $ 7:25 
per hour and my boss and my hard work provides for our table.“

– When we are sick - do we seek an antibiotic --- cf. 2 Chron. 16:12.
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2 Chron. 16:12
And in the thirty-ninth year 

of his reign, Asa became 
diseased in his feet, and his 
malady was severe; yet in 
his disease he did not seek 

the Lord, but the 
physicians. 
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HINDRANCES TO PRAYER
• PHILOSOPHY OF NATURALISM.

• "Elton Trueblood, in his book Philosophy of 
religion states,: 

• “The greatest difficulty is felt in connection with 
petition and intercession.   Men have long prayed 

for rain, but how can this be done with 
intellectual honesty when one realizes something 

of the nature of meteorology?   Men have long 
prayed for the restoration of the health of their 
loved ones, but how can this be done by honest 
persons who know something of the action of 

germs?   When a patient has pneumonia what is 
needed, it would seem, is not prayer, but 

antibiotics.   Such considerations do not, of 
course, prevent recourse to prayer, but they 

hinder it.   Most parents, it is probable, pray for a 
child who is in danger of contracting infantile 

paralysis, but many wonder, in doing so, if they 
are acting rationally.“
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HINDRANCES TO PRAYER
• PHILOSOPHY OF NATURALISM.

• “The difficulty is most clear when the time factor is involved.   If 
a person receives a letter and, before opening it, prays that the 
letter may not contain bad news, the prayer has no justification.   

Whatever is in the letter is there already, and nothing under 
heaven will change it.   In other words, such a prayer is self-

contradictory.  It asks that what is to be something other than 
that what it is.   But the same difficulty remains in less obvious 
situations.   Prayer about the contents of the letter is pointless 

at any time after it is written.”
• "Much of our uneasiness in regard to other areas, such as the 

physical and biological, arises from the conviction that the 
situation is already as fully determined by natural laws as the 

contents of the letter are already fixed by the writer.   Whether 
there will have rain is already in the cards.   But if this is true for 
one day, why not for a million?   In the same way, the ravages of 
a disease seem to be already determined by the introduction of 
germs.   In short, it is always too late.   Perhaps then, prayer is 

merely an irrational survival of a superstitious and 
anthromorphic age.   In that case, it will eventually cease with 
the growth of critical intelligence or continue as a sentimental 
gesture, but nothing more." {Comments from pages 208-209}.
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HINDRANCES TO PRAYER
• PHILOSOPHY OF NATURALISM.
• This is the only alternative if one does 

not really believe in God.
– For the Christian faith in God is an 

essential factor in our walk –
Hebrews 11:6

• And yet, as Christians we can be 
affected by the naturalistic outlook 
and begin to wonder whether it really 
pays to pray about the weather, for the 
sick or other matters that affect our 
daily lives.

• Has everything been set so there is no 
reason for prayer?
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HINDRANCES TO PRAYER

• GOD HAS WOUND UP THE 
UNIVERSE LIKE A CLOCK 
AND LEFT IT ALONE TO RUN 
DOWN.

• At least this person believes 
in God but unfortunately it is 
not enough --- cf. Col. 1:15-
17; Heb. 1:1-3.

• The logical question to ask 
from this idea is: "What does 
God do to keep it going?“

• If a Christian begins to 
wonder if God is personally 

involved in the daily 
activities of his people, 

prayer becomes absolutely 
meaningless.

He is the image of the 
invisible God, the 
firstborn over all 

creation. For by Him all 
things were created that 
are in heaven and that 

are on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or 
principalities or powers. 
All things were created 

through Him and for Him. 
And He is before all 

things, and in Him all 
things consist.
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HINDRANCES TO PRAYER

• OVER REACTION TO MODERN DAY 
CLAIMS OF MIRACLE WORKERS.

• The Bible plainly teaches that the age of 
miracles performed by men in answer to 
prayer is past --- cf. 1 Cor. 13:8-10.
– But just because God no longer works 

miracles is no reason to believe he no longer 
works.

• Even during the miracle working age, God 
still controlled the outcome.
– Men could not perform miracles at their own 

will --- cf. 2 Cor. 12:7-10.

– Paul's prayed about his "thorn in the flesh”, 
he did not heal himself.
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TRUE Trusting FAITH and PRAYER
• We must first believe that God is 

personally involved in the operation of 
the universe --- cf. Acts 17:24-28.
– God sends the rain or withholds it --- cf. Job 

37:5-6; Amos 4:7 ; Matt. 5:45.

• God even gives such blessings to the 
heathen --- cf. Acts 14:17.
– How much more so to His children that ask 

of Him --- cf. Matt. 6:11.

• If God has the power to control the 
weather, then I have the right to ask his 
assistance in:
– Rain for drought.
– Cease from floods.
– Protection from storms.
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TRUE Trusting FAITH and PRAYER

• We must believe that God really 
cares about what happens to us ---
cf. Matt. 10:29-30.

• We must truly believe that God's 
will can be altered by the prayers 
of man.
– Moses‟ intercession on behalf of Israel 

saved them more than once from 
God's wrath --- cf. Ex. 32:11-14.

• The example of Hezekiah --- cf. 2 
Kings 20:1-7. 
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TRUE Trusting FAITH and PRAYER

• True faith in prayer includes the very 
important attitude of "thy will be done.“

• We do not have the ability to understand 
all the happenings of life or to predict 
with any certainty what is going to be ---
cf. James 4:13-15.

• Thus all prayers should be with the 
understanding that God knows best and if 
it is His Will that our requests be granted, 
it will --- cf. 1 John 5:14-15.

• Therefore, true faith in God causes one to 
accept God's “other than positive 
answer.”



3/14/2015

15

Adult Bible Class Study

TRUE Trusting FAITH and PRAYER

• Jesus suggests in Luke 18:7-8 that God does not 
always grant the "yes" answer to prayer 
immediately.   I'm sure some Israelites with little 
faith concluded that God was never going to 
answer their prayers for deliverance --- cf. Ex. 
2:23-24.   WAIT PATIENTLY!

• When you are absolutely convinced that God has 
answered NO thank God for this.

• David is an example of accepting "NO" from God. 
--- cf. 2 Sam. 12:15-23.
– God told Hezekiah "YES" and David "NO" 

because he knew what was best in each 
situation.

• Paul, by faith, accepted "NO" graciously.
• Christ, accepted "NO" in the Garden of 

Gethsemane.
– It takes great faith in God to accept a "wait awhile" 

or "no".
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TRUE Trusting FAITH and PRAYER
• WITH ALL BOLDNESS, THEN, LET US PRAY FERVENTLY TO GOD
• In time of sickness --- cf. James 5:13-17.

– We may need antibiotics or an operation but 
God still knows more than doctors.

– If God should say "no" let us learn to live 
with affliction without murmuring and death 
without despair.

– The truth is that eventually God says "no" to 
everybody sooner or later because we all 
have to die.

• In times of storm.
– Christ calmed the storms because he created 

their power and He still holds that power.
• We need to use good judgment that God gave 

us to protect ourselves but we need His 
protection too.



3/14/2015

17

Adult Bible Class Study

TRUE Trusting FAITH and PRAYER
• ANSWER TO PRAYER IS DEPENDENT ON OUR 

COOPERATION --- GOOD COMMON SENSE IS 
ESSENTIAL.

• Give us our daily bread and hard 
work equals blessings of food.
– To flagrantly disregard natural law is to 

tempt God --- cf. Matt. 4:5-7.
– It is right to pray for protection in travel 

but wrong to go 160 mpg. and be 
reckless.

• Nor can we disregard spiritual laws 
and expect God to answer.
– Peter told the sorcerer to "repent and 

pray" --- cf.  Acts 8:22. 
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TRUE Trusting FAITH and PRAYER

E.M. Bounds said:

“Prays are the tracks of God‟s 
locomotive –

His riches blessings can only be 
delivered if we have laid the tracks 

by asking in faith nothing 
doubting, with a humble and a 

thankful heart to the answer that 
God provides.”


