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Lesson Eight: The Wanderings 

• Memory Work: 

8/5/2015 From Bondage-Conquest Slide # 2 



Hebrews 3:12–19 (NKJV) 
12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you 

an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the 

living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, 

while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be 

hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.  



Hebrews 3:12–19 (NKJV) 
14 For we have become partakers of Christ if we 

hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to 

the end, 15 while it is said: “Today, if you will hear 

His voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the 

rebellion.” 16 For who, having heard, rebelled? 

Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led 

by Moses?  



Hebrews 3:12–19 (NKJV) 
17 Now with whom was He angry forty years? 

Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses 

fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He 

swear that they would not enter His rest, but to 

those who did not obey? 19 So we see that they 

could not enter in because of unbelief. 



Lessons  From The Twelve Spies  

Number 13 & 14 



 

Delivered from 
Egyptian bondage - 

Ex 14:30,31 

Bread from heaven - Ex 16 

Water from the Rock - Ex 17 

Israel @ Mount Sinai & 

the Law- Ex 19-33;  

Census 

603,550 “men of war” - 

Num. 1:46-47 

The Lord  
Sends Quail 

 - Num 11:31 

Spies sent into the land - Nu 13 

The 2nd Passover - & departure - 

Num 9:1–14; 10:11,12 



The people & Moses agreed to send men to search 

the land - (Deut. 1: 20-23),  

God commanded them to choose a man from each 

tribe (12) to search the land -  (Num 13:1,2).   



The 12 men chosen were: 

Shammua, Shaphat, Igal, Palti, Gaddiel, Gaddi, 

Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi, Geuel, Joshua & Caleb 



After forty days, ten spies return with  

“an evil report”  

Joshua & Caleb had a “different spirit … ” 



Numbers 13:26–33 (NKJV) 
26 Now they departed and came back to Moses 

and Aaron and all the congregation of the 

children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at 

Kadesh; they brought back word to them and to 

all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of 

the land. 27 Then they told him, and said: “We 

went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows 

with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.  



Numbers 13:26–33 (NKJV) 
28 Nevertheless the people who dwell in the 

land are strong; the cities are fortified and very 

large; moreover we saw the descendants of 

Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land 

of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the 

Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the 

Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the 

banks of the Jordan.”  



Numbers 13:26–33 (NKJV) 
30 Then Caleb quieted the people before 

Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once 

and take possession, for we are well able 

to overcome it.” 31 But the men who had 

gone up with him said, “We are not able to 

go up against the people, for they are 

stronger than we.”  



Numbers 13:26–33 (NKJV) 
32 And they gave the children of Israel a bad 

report of the land which they had spied out, 

saying, “The land through which we have gone 

as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, 

and all the people whom we saw in it are men of 

great stature. 33 There we saw the giants (the 

descendants of Anak came from the giants); and 

we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and 

so we were in their sight.” 



Numbers 14:1–10 (NKJV) 
1 So all the congregation lifted up their 

voices and cried, and the people wept 

that night. 2 And all the children of Israel 

complained against Moses and Aaron, 

and the whole congregation said to 

them, “If only we had died in the land of 

Egypt! Or if only we had died in this 

wilderness!  



Numbers 14:1–10 (NKJV) 
3 Why has the Lord brought us to this land to 

fall by the sword, that our wives and children 

should become victims? Would it not be better 

for us to return to Egypt?” 4 So they said to 

one another, “Let us select a leader and return 

to Egypt.” 5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on 

their faces before all the assembly of the 

congregation of the children of Israel.  



Numbers 14:1–10 (NKJV) 
6 But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son 

of Jephunneh, who were among those who had 

spied out the land, tore their clothes; 7 and they 

spoke to all the congregation of the children of 

Israel, saying: “The land we passed through to 

spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the Lord 

delights in us, then He will bring us into this land 

and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk 

and honey.’  



Numbers 14:1–10 (NKJV) 
9 Only do not rebel against the Lord, nor fear 

the people of the land, for they are our bread; 

their protection has departed from them, and 

the Lord is with us. Do not fear them.” 10 And 

all the congregation said to stone them with 

stones. Now the glory of the Lord appeared in 

the tabernacle of meeting before all the 

children of Israel. 



2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) 

7 For we walk by 

faith, not by 

sight. 



Faith 
Spiritual Perspective 

Reliance on God, 

His Will & Power 

Trusting God’s Word 

Obedience 

Sight 
Material / Physical 

Perspective 

Reliance in own will, 

strength & power 

Doubt God’s Word 

Rebellion 

7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 

Joshua & Caleb Ten spies 



Faith 
“We are well able to 

overcome it" (13:30).  

Obstacles are only 

stepping stones for 

those who trust God. 

(Rom 8:31) 

Sight 
"We are not able" 

(13:31).  

Obstacles are bigger 

than us … & our God. 

We are defeated 

before the battle. 

7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 

Joshua & Caleb Ten spies 



Belief Unbelief 
DOUBT 

God won’t - 14:3 

God CAN’T do all that He 

has promised - He lacks 

either the ability or will! - 

(Numbers 14:3; 13:1; Heb 

3:16-19) 

They had already seen 

God's mighty power in the 

ten plagues and the 

crossing of the red sea & 

yet they doubted?? 

TRUST 

God Will - 14:8 

God can do all that He has 

promised - He is wise 

enough, strong enough & 

good enough!  - (Numbers 

13:30; 14:7-9; Rom 

4:20,21; 8:31) 

God is trustworthy because 

He is faithful -  (1 Cor 

10:13; Titus 1:1,2; Heb 

6:13-19) 



Belief Unbelief 
DOUBT 

I Can’t - 13:31; Mat 14:31 
We see our inadequacies, 

but refuse to surrender 

control & strength to God. - 

(13:31,33; Heb 3:16-18) 

TRUST 
I Can - 13:2, 30; Phili 4:13 
We see our inadequacies, 

but trustingly surrender 

control & strength to God. - 

(Eph 6:10-18; Heb 3:12-14; 

4:11) 

When God promises something  & commands us to do something to receive it - 

we can do it! We can obtain what He promises - 1 Cor 10:13;  2 Tim 1:12; 4:6-8 



Belief Unbelief 
FEAR 

They were afraid of those 

BIG GIANTS - (13:28,29; 

31-33; 14:3,4) 

Compare the Israelites 

against the Philistines - (1 

Sam 17:11,24) 

Fear & anxiety are the 

results of lacking faith, (Mat 

6:30-34; John 12:42,43; 

Luke 22:56-61; Gal 2:11-

13). 

COURAGE 

Those BIG giants were 

small when compared to 

the MIGHTY GOD! - 

(13:30; 14:6-9) 

Compare David - (1 Sam 

17:37, 45-47; Ps 27:1) 

It takes courage to serve 

the Lord, do what is right - 

to stand for what is right & 

against what is wrong! - 

(Josh 1:5-9) 



Belief Unbelief 
FEAR 

The ten spies emotional & 

carnal perspective was 

their reality - (Prov 23:7) 

Their fear was contagious - 

(fear is a powerful 

motivational emotion) - 

(14:1-4) 

Paralyzed by fear - they 

could not receive what God 

had promised - (Prov 

14:12; Eph 5:6) 

COURAGE 

Let us view our obstacles 

through faith, i.e., a spiritual 

perspective - trusting God’s 

word & promises - (2 Cor. 

4:16-5:7; Heb 11:1) 

By faith, we can bravely 

face our giants - (suffering, 

hardship, etc.). -  (Luke 

12:4-9; 2 Tim 1:7; Rev 

2:10; Heb 13:6) 



Belief Unbelief 
COMPLAINT 

Negativism - i.e., the 

emphasis of obstacles, 

problems or difficulties - 

(Num 14:2-4) 

The people were ready to 

choose leaders to take 

them back to Egypt, where 

it was so much better, 

(sarcasm) - (Exodus 16:2,3; 

cf. 1 Co 10:10;  Rom 1:21) 

GRATITUDE 

“Count your many 

blessings, name them one 

by one, and it will surprise 

you what the Lord has 

done” 

Think of what we have in 

Christ, (Eph 1:3-14; Phil 

4:8) 

Compare the present 

suffering with the reward - 

(Rom 8:17,18; 2 Co 4:18) 



Belief Unbelief 
REBELLION 

The preceding attitudes 

contributed their 

unwillingness to take 

possession of the land by 

faith & thus they rebelled 

against God & faithful 

leadership - Num 

14:3,4,9,10; Deut 1:26; Heb 

3:16-19 

When told of their 

punishment - they rebelled 

again - 14-39-45 

OBEDIENCE 
Joshua & Caleb "wholly 

followed the Lord"  -Num. 

32:11-12; Deut. 1:36; 

Joshua 14:8-14 

Faith produces the firm 

expectation of what God 

has promised thus 

motivating obedience from 

the heart, which purifies it - 

Jam 2:14-26; Rom 6:16-18; 

Heb 11:1; 1 Pet 1:22,23; 1 

John 3:3) 



Faith 
Spiritual Perspective 

Reliance on God, 

His Will & Power 

Trusting God’s Word 

Obedience 

Sight 
Material / Physical 

Perspective 

Reliance in own will, 

strength & power 

Doubt God’s Word 

Rebellion 

7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 

Joshua & Caleb Ten spies 



Faith 
Sufficiency of His 

Plan of Salvation 

Church 

Organization 

Work  

Worship 

Sight 
Insufficiency of His 

Plan of Salvation 

Church 

Organization 

Work  

Worship 

7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 
Like Joshua & Caleb 

Like The Ten spies 



Faith 
Living holy, 

obedient, faithful 

lives - trusting & 

following the Lord’s 

word that we may 

receive His promises 

Sight 
Living unholy, 

disobedient, 

unfaithful lives - 

trusting & following 

our ways, emotions & 

lust - forfeiting 

heaven. 

7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 
Like Joshua & Caleb 

Like The Ten spies 



Out of the original multitude, only 
Caleb and Joshua, entered Canaan.    
Jesus said only a "few“ will enter and 

walk the strait and narrow way 
leading to life - (Matt. 7:13,14). 



Will you and I decide to develop the 
disposition like God's two heroes of old?    

Will We Choose To See Through The 
Eyes of Belief or Unbelief? 


