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Lesson Three – Egypt to Sinai 

• Memory Verse: “Now therefore, if 
you will indeed obey My voice and 

keep My covenant, then you shall be 
special treasure to Me above all 

people; for all the earth is mine.” - 
Exodus 19:5 

• In this Lesson The Murmuring People – Why do the 
people NOT TRUST GOD’S WORD?  
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Lesson Three – Egypt to Sinai 

• Moses and Miriam led the 
people in thanksgiving for 
deliverance. 
– Israelites camp at Elim where 

food was plentiful; but when 
they came to the Wilderness of 
Sin, they grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron. 

– Happy at first – but a little 
hardship and then the 
complaining starts. 
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Lesson Three – Egypt to Sinai 
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Lesson Three – Egypt to Sinai 
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Lesson Three – Egypt to Sinai 

• What effect did the Red sea crossing have 
on Israel and the surrounding nations? 
– Ex. 15:14-16 - they had heard about it and 

they feared. 

–  If the God of Israel could do that to the 
mighty Egyptian army - what would happen 
to them! 

•  Cf Hab. 3:7; Josh. 2:9, 11, 24 ; Num 
22:3; 1 Sam 4:6-8 
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Lesson Three – Egypt to Sinai 
• The 15th chapter of Exodus is commonly known 

as “From triumph to Testing”. 
– Starts with the victory and the glory that God gave 

them at the Red sea - ends with bitter complaining 
after the tests God had given them. 

• The Song of Triumph - song of Moses - Ex 15:1-
18 
– The triumph of the Lord - vrs 1-6 - what the Lord is 

1-3 
– The tragedy of the Egyptians – vrs 7-11 - what the 

Lord did - 4-16a 
– The transfer of Israel – vrs 13-17 - What the Lord 

will do - 16b-18 
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Lesson Three – Egypt to Sinai 

• The murmurings of Israel - this would be 
the 2nd time in this short journey that 
they murmured. 

• The waters of Marah - 15:23 
– The name Marah is derived from the fact that 

the spring water was bitter - cf Prov 14:10 
• This is not an unusual event in the Sinai peninsular 

area. 

– Most of the flowing springs of Sinai are bitter 
and unpleasant - because of the vast 
quantities of mineral salts. 
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Lesson Three – Egypt to Sinai 

• Besides this bitterness these minerals also have a 
laxative quality to them - resembling that of our 
Epson Salts. 
– It also varies from year to year and season to season - all dependent 

on the amount of rainfall and the volume of the springs flow rate. 

• Their reaction to this was a murmuring against God - cf 
Psalm 106:13 – soon forgot…. 

– How do we react to the testing of God in our lives? - James 1:2 

• How were the waters sweetened? – Ex. 15:25 

– By throwing a certain tree into the water  

– Salt was used to fix bad water by Elisha -  cf 2 Kings 2:19-22 

– God made an ordinance with the people of Israel - cf 15:25-26 
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Lesson Three – Egypt to Sinai 

• God delivers food for the people - 
Chapter 16:1-36 
– In the wilderness of Sin - this is not the 

Hebrew or Greek word that is used for our 
English word Sin. 

• The Israelites grumble again - this is now 
the 3rd time since their deliverance. 
– 1st - 14:11 at the Red Sea 

– 2nd - 15:24 at Marah 

– Now the 3rd in the Wilderness of Sin 
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Lesson Three – Egypt to Sinai 
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Lesson Three – Egypt to Sinai 

• Their grumbling’s only recollected 
the good things of Egypt. 

– Their were bad things about Egypt - cf 
2:23-24 ; 4:31 ; Num 11:5 - list of what 
they had in Egypt 

– When we look at our testings are we 
only looking at the good things and 
forgetting the bad? 

• God sends Manna and Quails for food 
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1 Corinthians 10:10  
“nor complain, as some 

of them also 
complained, and were 

destroyed by the 
destroyer.” 
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Sin of The Tongue – Murmuring 
and Complaining 


