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Lesson Two - Deliverance

• Memory Verse: “I will take you as My 
people, and I will be your God. Then you 
shall know that I am the Lord your God 

who brings you out from under the 
burdens of Egypt.” - Ex. 6:7

• Tonight’s Study is to Focus on Why The 
Ten Plagues?

• The God of Israel versus the gods of the 
Egyptians.
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THE GOD OF ISRAEL 
vrs

THE gods OF EQYPT

And afterward Moses and Aaron went 
in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the 

LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, 
that they may hold a feast unto me in 
the wilderness. 2And Pharaoh said, 
Who is the LORD, that I should obey 
his voice to let Israel go? I know not 
the LORD, neither will I let Israel go. 

The King James Version, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge) 1769.



The Hardship Under Pharaoh



The Hardening Of Pharaoh's Heart

Three Hebrew Word describe this Hardening:
•Kabad – to be heavy or insensible/dull
•Qashah – To be hard, severe, fierce, to be stiff. Ex. 7:3,13,15
•Hazaq – the strongest of words – to be strong, firm, obstinate, stout, rigid.



The Hardening Of Pharaoh's Heart –
Plague One – 7:14-25

• Hapi – the god/spirit 
of the Nile.  

• Khnum was the 
guardian of the Nile.
– This sculpture is at 

Kom Ombo temple –
upper Egypt.

• Water to blood –
targeted these 
deities!



The Hardening Of Pharaoh's Heart –
Plague Two – Frogs 8:1-15

• Heqt –the frog was 
seen as the 
theophany of the 
goddess (or Hekt/ 
Heket)

• These armulets were 
worn by women to 
protect them during 
childbirth
– Consider Ex. 8:3 



The Hardening Of Pharaoh's Heart –
Plague Three – Lice 8:16-19

• Geb/Nut – this was 
the great god of the 
earth.
– Some translations have 

this as sand flies/or 
fleas.

• The priests of this god 
were required to 
shave their heads and 
body hair daily so no 
lice might be present.



The Hardening Of Pharaoh's Heart –
Plague Four – Swarms 8:20-32

• Of Flies was added by 
translators – the Hebrew 
just says swarms.

• Deification of the Scarab 
beetle is still seen in Egypt 
today.

• Amon-Ra is the deity that 
had the head of a beetle 
and was the creator of the 
Kings of the gods.
– Some scholars believe this 

plague was the gadfly –
which is a blood sucking fly 
which causes blindness.



The Hardening Of Pharaoh's Heart –
Plague Five – Livestock Disease 9:1-7

• Hathor – this 
deity is directly 
related to the 
worship of the 
cow.

The cow was the 
living symbol of 
Isis-Hathor – the 
symbolic mother 
of the Pharaoh.



The Hardening Of Pharaoh's Heart –
Plague Six – Boils 9:8-12

• Thoth – both the deities of 
serapis and Imhotep were 
affronted by this plague 
since they were considered 
the gods of                       
medicine 



The Hardening Of Pharaoh's Heart –
Plague Seven  – Hail 9:13-35

• The region around Cairo 
normally receives 2 
inches of rain per year.

• This must have taken 
place in January as the 
crops of flax and barley 
were destroyed – 9:13-
35

• Nut – the sky goddess 
/also mother of 5 deities 
Osiris, Hathor, Set, Isis 
and Nephthys.



The Hardening Of Pharaoh's Heart –
Plague Eight – Locust 10:1-20

• Nepri/Neper – the 
god of grain or 
Ermutet the 
goddess of 
childbirth of the 
grain/crops.

• Thermuthis the 
goddess of fertility 
and the harvest was 
silenced by this 
plague.



The Hardening Of Pharaoh's Heart –
Plague Nine – Darkness 10:21-29

• Amon and Ra 
were originally 
two separate 
deities – Ra was 
the sun god. 

• He was believed 
to sail over the 
land by day and 
under the world 
by night. 



The Hardening Of Pharaoh's Heart –
Plague Ten – Death of 1st Born11:-12:30

• Seven deities were 
directly affected by this 
plague:
– Meskhenet – attendant at 

birth
– Hathor – also at birth.
– Min – god of procreation
– Isis – goddess of fertility
– Selket – guardian of life
– Renenutet – cobra 

goddess and guardian of 
the Pharaoh.
• She was the living 

embodiment of 
motherhood.



Summary of the Plagues
• In Psalm 78:44-51

• 44 Turned their rivers into blood, And 
their streams, that they could not drink. 

• 45 He sent swarms of flies among them, 
which devoured them, And frogs, which 

destroyed them. 
• 46 He also gave their crops to the 
caterpillar, And their labor to the locust. 

• 47 He destroyed their vines with hail, 
And their sycamore trees with frost. 

• 48 He also gave up their cattle to the hail, 
And their flocks to fiery lightning. 

• 49 He cast on them the fierceness of His 
anger, Wrath, indignation, and trouble, 
By sending angels of destruction among 

them. 
• 50 He made a path for His anger; He did 

not spare their soul from death, But gave 
their life over to the plague, 

• 51 And destroyed all the firstborn in 
Egypt, The first of their strength in the 

tents of Ham. 

• In Psalm 105:28-36 - He sent 
darkness, and made it dark; And 
they did not rebel against His word.  
29 He turned their waters into 
blood, And killed their fish. 30 Their 
land abounded with frogs, Even in 
the chambers of their kings. 31 He 
spoke, and there came swarms of 
flies, And lice in all their territory. 
32 He gave them hail for rain, And 
flaming fire in their land. 33 He 
struck their vines also, and their fig 
trees, And splintered the trees of 
their territory. 34 He spoke, and 
locusts came, Young locusts without 
number, 35 And ate up all the 
vegetation in their land, And 
devoured the fruit of their ground. 
36 He also destroyed all the 
firstborn in their land, The first of all 
their strength.


