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Lesson Four – Mt. Sinai and the Law
• Memory Work:

• Thou shall have no other God before me.
• Thou shall not make unto thee any graven image.
• Thou shall not take the name of Jehovah thy God in 

vain.
• Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
• Honor thy father and thy mother.
• Thou shall not kill.
• Thou shall not commit adultery.
• Thou shall not steal.
• Thou shall not bear false witness.
• Thou shall not covet.

• FOUR AFFECT OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD – 6 AFFECTS 
OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS
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The Eleventh Tablet of the Gilgamish Series containing the Story of the Deluge as told to 
Gilgamish by his deified ancestor Uta-Napishtim, an antediluvian king of Erech. A portion 

of one end of the tablets was vitrified when Ashur-bani-pal's palace and the Library of 
Nebo were destroyed by fire. 

From the Library of the Temple of Nebo. Size, seven-eighths of the original. 

K. 3321 + S. 1881.



Baked clay cylinder of Sennacherib, King of Assyria, from B.C. 705 to 681, 
inscribed with an account of eight campaigns of the king, including the 
capture and sack of Babylon, the invasion of Palestine, and the siege of 

Jerusalem; it is dated in the eponymy of Bel-imurani, i.e., B.C. 691. B.M. No. 
91,032.This cylinder was found 

among the ruins of a palace 
of Sennacherib under the 
mound of Nabi Yûnis, and 
was bought by Colonel J. 
Taylor, Consul-General of 
Baghdâd in 1830, from whose 
representatives it was bought 
by the Trustees of the British 
Museum in 1855. 



The Bust of Hammurabi
•The code dating back to about 1754 BC. It is one 
of the oldest deciphered writings of significant 
length in the world. 
•The sixth Babylonian king, Hammurabi, enacted 
the code, and partial copies exist on a human-
sized stone stele and various clay tablets. 
•The Code consists of 282 laws, with scaled 
punishments, adjusting "an eye for an eye, a 
tooth for a tooth" (lex talionis) as graded 
depending on social status, of slave versus free 
man.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Code_of_Hammurabi

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hammurabi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stele
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lex_talionis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lex_talionis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lex_talionis


The Bust of Hammurabi
•Nearly one-half of the Code deals with matters of 
contract, establishing, for example, the wages to be paid to 
an ox driver or a surgeon. Other provisions set the terms of 
a transaction, establishing the liability of a builder for a 
house that collapses, for example, or property that is 
damaged while left in the care of another. 
•A third of the code addresses issues concerning household 
and family relationships such as inheritance, divorce, 
paternity and sexual behavior. 
•Only one provision appears to impose obligations on an 
official; this provision establishes that a judge who reaches 
an incorrect decision is to be fined and removed from the 
bench



The Code Of Hammurabi



The Code Of Hammurabi
• The Code of Laws 
• 1. If any one ensnare another, putting a ban upon him, but he can not prove it, then he that ensnared him shall be put to death.

• 2. If any one bring an accusation against a man, and the accused go to the river and leap into the river, if he sink in the river his accuser shall 
take possession of his house. But if the river prove that the accused is not guilty, and he escape unhurt, then he who had brought the 
accusation shall be put to death, while he who leaped into the river shall take possession of the house that had belonged to his accuser. 

• 3. If any one bring an accusation of any crime before the elders, and does not prove what he has charged, he shall, if it be a capital offense 
charged, be put to death. 

• 4. If he satisfy the elders to impose a fine of grain or money, he shall receive the fine that the action produces. 

• 5. If a judge try a case, reach a decision, and present his judgment in writing; if later error shall appear in his decision, and it be through his 
own fault, then he shall pay twelve times the fine set by him in the case, and he shall be publicly removed from the judge's bench, and never 
again shall he sit there to render judgement. 

• 6. If any one steal the property of a temple or of the court, he shall be put to death, and also the one who receives the stolen thing from him 
shall be put to death. 

• 7. If any one buy from the son or the slave of another man, without witnesses or a contract, silver or gold, a male or female slave, an ox or a 
sheep, an ass or anything, or if he take it in charge, he is considered a thief and shall be put to death. 

• 8. If any one steal cattle or sheep, or an ass, or a pig or a goat, if it belong to a god or to the court, the thief shall pay thirtyfold therefor; if 
they belonged to a freed man of the king he shall pay tenfold; if the thief has nothing with which to pay he shall be put to death. 

• 9. If any one lose an article, and find it in the possession of another: if the person in whose possession the thing is found say "A merchant sold 
it to me, I paid for it before witnesses," and if the owner of the thing say, "I will bring witnesses who know my property," then shall the 
purchaser bring the merchant who sold it to him, and the witnesses before whom he bought it, and the owner shall bring witnesses who can 
identify his property. The judge shall examine their testimony -- both of the witnesses before whom the price was paid, and of the witnesses 
who identify the lost article on oath. The merchant is then proved to be a thief and shall be put to death. The owner of the lost article 
receives his property, and he who bought it receives the money he paid from the estate of the merchant. 



• 10. If the purchaser does not bring the merchant and the witnesses before whom he bought the article, but its owner bring 
witnesses who identify it, then the buyer is the thief and shall be put to death, and the owner receives the lost article. 

• 11. If the owner do not bring witnesses to identify the lost article, he is an evil-doer, he has traduced, and shall be put to death. 

• 12. If the witnesses be not at hand, then shall the judge set a limit, at the expiration of six months. If his witnesses have not 
appeared within the six months, he is an evil-doer, and shall bear the fine of the pending case. 

• 14. If any one steal the minor son of another, he shall be put to death. 

• 15. If any one take a male or female slave of the court, or a male or female slave of a freed man, outside the city gates, he shall be 
put to death. 

• 16. If any one receive into his house a runaway male or female slave of the court, or of a freedman, and does not bring it out at 
the public proclamation of the major domus, the master of the house shall be put to death. 

• 17. If any one find runaway male or female slaves in the open country and bring them to their masters, the master of the slaves 
shall pay him two shekels of silver. 

• 18. If the slave will not give the name of the master, the finder shall bring him to the palace; a further investigation must follow, 
and the slave shall be returned to his master. 

• 19. If he hold the slaves in his house, and they are caught there, he shall be put to death. 

• 20. If the slave that he caught run away from him, then shall he swear to the owners of the slave, and he is free of all blame. 

• There are 282 codes of Law on this Steele – When Anu the Sublime, King of the Anunaki, 

and Bel, the lord of Heaven and earth, who decreed the fate of the land, assigned to Marduk, the over-ruling son of Ea, God of righteousness, 
dominion over earthly man, and made him great among the Igigi, they called Babylon by his illustrious name, made it great on earth, and 

founded an everlasting kingdom in it, whose foundations are laid so solidly as those of heaven and earth; then Anu and Bel called by name me, 
Hammurabi, the exalted prince, who feared God, to bring about the rule of righteousness in the land, to destroy the wicked and the evil-doers; 

so that the strong should not harm the weak; so that I should rule over the black-headed people like Shamash, and enlighten the land, to further 
the well-being of mankind.

The Code Of Hammurabi



The Stele of Hammurabi
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"A covenant is a binding contract between 
two parties, both of whom have obligations 
specified in the covenant." (Fee and Stuart. 

150) Israel
God’s chosen 

people
Separated 
from the 

world as a 
nation -

You shall 
keep

The Law
613 Commands

Toward God
Toward Others
National / Civil
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• To understand the laws themselves, we must 
understand the nature of this covenant. The New 
Testament (as well as the United States Constitution) 
provides for the separation of church and state (civil 
government) (Matthew 22:15-22; John 18:33-36). 
•But Old Testament Israel was a theocracy; church and 
state were combined. 

•The Law told them how to worship God (e.g., Leviticus 
chapters 1 - 7), but it also organized their armies for war (e.g., 
Numbers chapter 2).

Old Testament law was very different from our civil law today. 

13



• Most modern nations have a huge body of law 
intended to regulate every conceivable civil issue. Thus, 
as society changes, new laws are enacted yearly. 
• The Old Testament "do's" and "don'ts" (e.g., Leviticus 
19:9-14) were laws by example. They were intended to 
teach principles that could be applied to parallel 
situations. 
• Thus, the Law once given from God to Israel did not 
have to be amended as society changed.
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• The Law also contained what is called "case law."  
These were regulations that applied in certain 
situations (cases) (e.g., Deuteronomy 15:12-17).

• It is very difficult for us to see why God gave Israel some of 

its laws. For example, Moses commanded, "You shall not boil 
a young goat in its mother's milk." (Deuteronomy 14:21) 
Why? you might ask.
• Historians tell us this was a heathen magical practice 
intended to increase the production of flocks. This was 
apparently a "for example" law prohibiting Israel from 
practicing magic as the superstitious pagans around them did 
(cf. Deuteronomy 18:9-12).

15



 God's essential nature is unchanging 
and unchangeable (Malachi 3:6; James 
1:17),

 God's law is adapted to man's needs, 
therefore specific laws have changed in 
different dispensations (Gen. 6-9; 
17:10; Ex. 20; Matt. 17:1-5; Heb. 1:1,2; 
7:12).  

 There are principles behind the law God 
gave through Moses which will help us 
understand God and how to please Him. 
(Rom. 15:4; Gal. 3:24; 2 Tim 3:15)

16
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Mark 12:28-31 (NKJV) 
28 . . .  "Which is the first commandment 

of all?" 29 Jesus answered him, "The 
first of all the commandments is: 'Hear, 
O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is 

one. 30 And you shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul, with all your mind, and with 
all your strength.’

Deuteronomy 6:4,5
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Mark 12:28-31 (NKJV) 

This is the first commandment. 
31 And the second, like it, is this: 
'You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.' There is no other 
commandment greater than 

these." 

Deuteronomy 6:4,5
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1. You shall have no other gods before Me.

2. You shall not make for yourself a carved 
image.

3. You shall not take the name of the Lord 
your God in vain.

4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy.

5. Honor your father and your mother.

6. You shall not murder.

7. You shall not commit adultery.

8. You shall not steal. 

9. You shall not bear false witness.

10. You shall not covet.



 God prepared Israel for the Law  -
(Exodus 19)

 Instruction to Moses - (verses 3-6). 

 The peoples response -(verses 7-8) 

 People told to sanctify themselves 
-(verses 9-13). 

 People again warned not to come 
near the mountain - (verses 14-
24).

20



 The people’s reaction – FEAR - (Exodus 
20:18-19; Deut. 5:23-27)

 Moses was exceedingly afraid and 
trembling - (Heb 12:21). 

 The Ten Commandments, written by the 
finger of God on tablets of stone, 
(Exodus 24:12; 31:18; 34:1-4; Deut. 
10:2-5)

 Were placed in the ark of the covenant to 
be kept in the Holy of Holies - (Exodus 
25:16; 31:18; 34:1,4,28; 40:20). 
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 The Ten Commandments were 
the essence of the Lord's 
covenant with Israel - (Exodus 
24:12; 34:28). 

 They are divine in origin and 
constitute the highest religious 
and moral code ever given prior 
to the law of Christ - (Rom. 7:12; 
Gal. 3:21; Heb 7:22; 8:7-13)
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Exodus 20:1-3 (NKJV) 
1 And God spoke all these words, 

saying: 2 "I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of 

bondage. 
3 You shall have no other gods 

before Me. 
Deuteronomy 5:7
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 There is no other God besides the Lord 
(Isaiah 37:20; 44:6,8; 45:21,22) 

 The Lord is perfectly united 
(Deuteronomy 6:4; John 17:20-21)

 The first commandment implied that 
Israel was to worship and serve ONLY 
the Lord (Deut. 6:13; 10:12,20; Matt. 6:10)

 Forbidden to worship and serve any 
other god or gods (polytheism) 
(Deuteronomy 6:14-15; Psalm 81:9)
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 1Cor. 8:4 — Therefore concerning the 
eating of things offered to idols, we 
know that an idol is nothing in the 
world, and that there is no other God 
but one. 

 Col. 3:5 — Therefore put to death your 
members which are on the earth: 
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry. (Eph. 3:5; 1 Tim 6:17)
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Exodus 20:4-6 (NKJV) 
4 "You shall not make for yourself a carved 
image, or any likeness of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth; 5 you shall 
not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, 
the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting 

the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the 
third and fourth generations of those who hate 
Me, 6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those 

who love Me and keep My commandments. 
Deuteronomy 5:8-10



 God is an invisible Spirit - (Deut. 4:15-19; 
John 4:24; 1 Tim 1:17) 

 Not be likened to anything - not to be 
worshiped through an image – (1 Kings 
12:25-33)

 God is jealous and will not share His divine 
glory - (Ex. 20:34:14; Deut. 5:9; 6:15; 32:16, 
21; Josh. 24:19; Isaiah 42:8; 48:11).

 Abundantly merciful toward those who fear 
Him and keep His commandments - (Deut. 
24:16; Ezekiel 18:20), 
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 Acts 17:29 — Therefore, since we are  
the offspring of God, we ought not to 
think that the Divine Nature is like gold 
or silver or stone, something shaped by 
art and man's devising. 

 Acts 19:26-35 — Moreover you see and 
hear that not only at Ephesus, but 
throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has 
persuaded and turned away many 
people, saying that they are not gods 
which are made with hands.
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 1Cor. 10:22 — Or do we provoke the 
Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than 
He?

 Galatians 6:7-8 - 7 Do not be deceived, 
God is not mocked; for whatever a man 
sows, that he will also reap.  8 For he 
who sows to his flesh will of the flesh 
reap corruption, but he who sows to the 
Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting 
life. 
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John 14:21 (NKJV) 
21 He who has My commandments 
and keeps them, it is he who loves 
Me. And he who loves Me will be 

loved by My Father, and I will love 
him and manifest Myself to him.―

(Luke 6:46; Rom. 6:3,16,17; 1 John 
5:3) 
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Exodus 20:7 (NKJV) 
7 "You shall not take the 

name of the LORD your God 
in vain, for the LORD will not 
hold him guiltless who takes 

His name in vain. 
Deuteronomy 5:11



 The Lord is glorious and great and should 
be honored and protected -
(Deuteronomy 5:24)

 His name, which represents His Person, is 
holy and awesome - (Psalm 111:9)

 To lightly and thoughtlessly employ the 
divine name is to take the Lord’s name in 
Vain and exhibit disrespect for Him!

 His name must never be used lightly in 
exclamation, cursing, swearing, lying or in 
any other way – (Lev. 19:12)
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Matthew 5:33-37 (NKJV)
33 "Again you have heard that it was said to 

those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but 
shall perform your oaths to the Lord.' 34 But I 

say to you, do not swear at all: neither by 
heaven, for it is God's throne; 35 nor by the 

earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, 
for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall 
you swear by your head, because you cannot 
make one hair white or black. 37 But let your 

'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' For whatever 
is more than these is from the evil one. 
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James 5:12 (NKJV)
12 But above all, my brethren, 

do not swear, either by heaven 
or by earth or with any other 
oath. But let your "Yes," be 
"Yes," and your "No," "No," 
lest you fall into judgment. 



 Since the law is the expressed will 
of God as the Lord of Israel, it 
revealed to Israel His holy nature 
(Exodus 19:5-6; Deut. 7:6)

 The lives of Israelites were to 
reflect the holy nature of the God 
whose they were (Leviticus 19:1,2)

 The same is true of us (1 Peter 
1:15-16; 2:5,9-10)
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Hebrews 2:1-3 (NKJV) 
1 Therefore we must give the more earnest 
heed to the things we have heard, lest we 

drift away. 2 For if the word spoken 
through angels proved steadfast, and 
every transgression and disobedience 
received a just reward, 3 how shall we 

escape if we neglect so great a salvation, 
which at the first began to be spoken by 

the Lord, and was confirmed to us by 
those who heard Him,



The Code Of Hammurabi
• The Code of Laws
• 1. If any one ensnare another, putting a ban upon him, but he can not prove it, then he that ensnared him shall be put to death.
• 2. If any one bring an accusation against a man, and the accused go to the river and leap into the river, if he sink in the river his accuser shall take possession of his house. But if the river prove that the 

accused is not guilty, and he escape unhurt, then he who had brought the accusation shall be put to death, while he who leaped into the river shall take possession of the house that had belonged to 
his accuser. 

• 3. If any one bring an accusation of any crime before the elders, and does not prove what he has charged, he shall, if it be a capital offense charged, be put to death. 
• 4. If he satisfy the elders to impose a fine of grain or money, he shall receive the fine that the action produces. 
• 5. If a judge try a case, reach a decision, and present his judgment in writing; if later error shall appear in his decision, and it be through his own fault, then he shall pay twelve times the fine set by him 

in the case, and he shall be publicly removed from the judge's bench, and never again shall he sit there to render judgement. 
• 6. If any one steal the property of a temple or of the court, he shall be put to death, and also the one who receives the stolen thing from him shall be put to death. 
• 7. If any one buy from the son or the slave of another man, without witnesses or a contract, silver or gold, a male or female slave, an ox or a sheep, an ass or anything, or if he take it in charge, he is 

considered a thief and shall be put to death. 
• 8. If any one steal cattle or sheep, or an ass, or a pig or a goat, if it belong to a god or to the court, the thief shall pay thirtyfold therefor; if they belonged to a freed man of the king he shall pay tenfold; 

if the thief has nothing with which to pay he shall be put to death. 
• 9. If any one lose an article, and find it in the possession of another: if the person in whose possession the thing is found say "A merchant sold it to me, I paid for it before witnesses," and if the owner 

of the thing say, "I will bring witnesses who know my property," then shall the purchaser bring the merchant who sold it to him, and the witnesses before whom he bought it, and the owner shall 
bring witnesses who can identify his property. The judge shall examine their testimony -- both of the witnesses before whom the price was paid, and of the witnesses who identify the lost article on 
oath. The merchant is then proved to be a thief and shall be put to death. The owner of the lost article receives his property, and he who bought it receives the money he paid from the estate of the 
merchant. 

• 10. If the purchaser does not bring the merchant and the witnesses before whom he bought the article, but its owner bring witnesses who identify it, then the buyer is the thief and shall be put to 
death, and the owner receives the lost article. 

• 11. If the owner do not bring witnesses to identify the lost article, he is an evil-doer, he has traduced, and shall be put to death. 
• 12. If the witnesses be not at hand, then shall the judge set a limit, at the expiration of six months. If his witnesses have not appeared within the six months, he is an evil-doer, and shall bear the fine 

of the pending case. 
• 14. If any one steal the minor son of another, he shall be put to death. 
• 15. If any one take a male or female slave of the court, or a male or female slave of a freed man, outside the city gates, he shall be put to death. 
• 16. If any one receive into his house a runaway male or female slave of the court, or of a freedman, and does not bring it out at the public proclamation of the major domus, the master of the house 

shall be put to death. 
• 17. If any one find runaway male or female slaves in the open country and bring them to their masters, the master of the slaves shall pay him two shekels of silver. 
• 18. If the slave will not give the name of the master, the finder shall bring him to the palace; a further investigation must follow, and the slave shall be returned to his master. 
• 19. If he hold the slaves in his house, and they are caught there, he shall be put to death. 
• 20. If the slave that he caught run away from him, then shall he swear to the owners of the slave, and he is free of all blame. 
• 21. If any one break a hole into a house (break in to steal), he shall be put to death before that hole and be buried. 
• 22. If any one is committing a robbery and is caught, then he shall be put to death. 
• 23. If the robber is not caught, then shall he who was robbed claim under oath the amount of his loss; then shall the community, and ... on whose ground and territory and in whose domain it was 

compensate him for the goods stolen. 
• 24. If persons are stolen, then shall the community and ... pay one mina of silver to their relatives. 
• 25. If fire break out in a house, and some one who comes to put it out cast his eye upon the property of the owner of the house, and take the property of the master of the house, he shall be thrown 

into that self-same fire. 
• 26. If a chieftain or a man (common soldier), who has been ordered to go upon the king's highway for war does not go, but hires a mercenary, if he withholds the compensation, then shall this officer 


