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•  Genesis 28:4 (NKJV) 
“And give you the blessing of Abraham, To 
you and your descendants with you, That 

you may inherit the land In which you are a 
stranger, Which God gave to Abraham.” 

Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982 
•  We will examine the Age at which time 

this was given. 
•   The Difference between the Blessing and 

the Birthright 



THE NAMES OF ISAAC’S CHILDREN 

• Esau – meaning - “HAIRY” 

• Jacob – meaning – Supplanter, 

Deceitful or One Who Takes The 

Heel. 

• Jacob had supplanted Esau in his 

birthright 

• Jacob deceived Isaac in the 

receiving of the blessing. 

• On his return he takes the heel. 



THE BLESSING OF JACOB 

•As the years progressed, Isaac 

became old and his health began 

to deteriorate.  

•He was about 130-years-old at 

this time, lives a further 40 years.  

•We calculate this age by noting 

that Jacob was 130 when he 

entered the land of Egypt (Genesis 

47:9).  

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 47.9
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 47.9


THE BLESSING OF JACOB 

•Joseph was approximately 44 

at that time (Genesis 41:46). 

• Joseph was born after Jacob 

worked 14 years for his wives 

(Genesis 30:25; 31:28).  

•Subtracting this out, this 

would mean Jacob was about 

70 when he left home.  

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 41.46
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 30.25
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 31.28


THE BLESSING OF JACOB 

•Since Jacob was born when 

Isaac was 60, this means 

Isaac at this time is about 

130.  

•Isaac's eyesight has become so 

bad that he could not see.  
•His sense of taste was also poor, 

he could not distinguish between 

goat and venison.     



THE BLESSING OF JACOB 
•  This is not the only time that God 

has used a lie to His advantage (see 
Exodus 1:15-20 and Joshua 2:3-6, 
6:25).  
• This does not make telling a lie 

right. God is quite clear that lying 
is a sin (Revelation 21:8).  

• However, we must also understand 
that what Isaac planned was in 
direct opposition to God's earlier 
statement in Genesis 25:23 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Exodus 1.15-20
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Exodus 1.15-20
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Exodus 1.15-20
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Joshua 2.3-6
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Joshua 2.3-6
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Joshua 2.3-6
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Joshua 6.25
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Revelation 21.8
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 25.23
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 25.23


THE BLESSING OF JACOB & Esau 
• Look carefully at Isaac's statement in 

Genesis 27:29.  
• If this was given to Esau instead 

of Jacob, it would have been the 
opposite of God's prophecy! 

•  Isaac does manage a small blessing 
on Esau's behalf.  
• Esau's descendants would dwell in 

a rugged country; away from the 
fatness of the land and the dew of 
heaven promised to Jacob.  

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 27.29


THE BLESSING OF Esau 
• His descendants would spend much of their time 

in warfare.  
• They would serve Jacob's descendants as 

promised to Jacob. (This was fulfilled when Edom 
was conquered by David and was placed in 
subjection to Israel.)  

• However, Isaac offers one glimmer of hope, 
they would break their yoke one day.  
• (Edom remained somewhat independent while 

under Israel's rule.  
• After Israel's defeat, the nation of Edom fades 

from history.) 



JACOB’S WIVES 







THE RETURN 
OF JACOB 
AND THE 
JOURNEY 

INTO EGYPT 



THE BLESSING and the Deceit 
• Firstly – Esau is not the one who was wronged – 

Isaac was! 
• Secondly – the severe consequences that might have 

come as a result of this lie and deceit! 
• The father could revoke the blessing and replace it 

with a curse – Genesis 27:12 
• The blessing could be nullified by the plea of “error 

persone’” – mistaken identity. 
• He lays himself open to receive the Divine curse. 

• Thirdly – the correct manner to receive: 
• In presence of Esau, Jacob and Isaac – a reminder 

of God’s prior statement concerning the boys. 
• Show that Esau forfeited his birthright by selling it. 



THE BLESSING And BIRTHRIGHT 
In the times of the Old Testament children could 
inherit two things from their parents: property 
and a blessing.  
• If your parents had three children, then on their 

death their property was divided four ways (one 
more than the number of living children).  

• The eldest child generally received two portions 
and the remaining children received one portion 
each.  

• Along with the double portion, the eldest child 
generally received a blessing from his father.  



THE BLESSING And BIRTHRIGHT 
• The blessing was a prophecy about his future 

and the future of his descendants.  
• When a child received the blessing, he was 

then made the head of the family after his 
father's death. 

• Most of the time the double portion went to the 
eldest child, but sometimes the father might 
choose to give it to another child.  
• The blessing also might not be given to the 

eldest child because the child displeased his 
father in some way. 



THE BLESSING And BIRTHRIGHT 
• Abraham was given a special blessing from God 

(see Genesis 12:1-3; 17:1-14).  
• As long as Abraham's descendants remained 

faithful to God, they were allowed to pass that 
blessing on to their children.  

• One blessing is that Abraham's descendants would 
become a mighty people.  

• Another was an inheritance of the land of Canaan.  
• But the most important blessing was a promise of 

a person through whom all the nations of the 
world would be blessed (in other words, Jesus 
Christ). 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 12.1-3
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 12.1-3
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 12.1-3
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 17.1-14
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 17.1-14
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 17.1-14


THE BLESSING And BIRTHRIGHT 
• Abraham passed the blessing on to Isaac as God had 

told Abraham (Genesis 17:15-17).  
• The actual giving of the blessing (and the 

inheritance) was recorded in Genesis 25:5. 
• God told Isaac and Rebekah to pass the blessing to 

their second born son, Jacob (Genesis 25:22-23).  
• The blessing is implied in the phrase "the older 

shall serve the younger."  However, when Isaac's 
two boys grew up, Isaac liked the older boy 
(Esau)better because of the meat he brought 
home (Genesis 27:1-4). Isaac decided to give/ 
pass the special blessing to Esau instead of Jacob. 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 17.15-17
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 17.15-17
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 17.15-17
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 25.5
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 25.22-23
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 25.22-23
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 25.22-23
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 27.1-4
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 27.1-4
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 27.1-4


THE BLESSING And BIRTHRIGHT 
• Rebekah happened to overhear Isaac's plan and 

she helped Jacob trick Isaac so that he blessed 
Jacob instead of Esau (Genesis 27:18-29).  
• Jacob blessed each of his own children, but 

he passed the special blessing to his son 
Judah (Genesis 49:8-12).  

• The special blessing is always seen in who is 
declared the head of the family. 

• THUS, THE BLESSING IS TIED DIRECTLY TO THE 
SPIRITUAL BLESSING – that we as Christians 

enjoy today! 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 27.18-29
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 27.18-29
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 27.18-29
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 49.8-12
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 49.8-12
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis 49.8-12


THE FAMILY of JACOB – The End of Son Selection 

The Rejected 
Sons: 

Cain, Ishmael, 
Esau 



THE CHOSEN SON’S OF THE BLESSINGS 

The Rejected 
Sons: 

Cain, Ishmael, 
Esau 


