
QUARTER – FOUR 

Division 

Captivity & Restoration 



* Lesson Seven: The Good King Hezekiah 

* Memory Work: “He trusted in the Lord God of Israel, 
so that after him was none like him among all the 
kings of Judah, nor any who were before him.” 2 Kings 
18:5   

* The writer of Kings devoted more attention to 
Hezekiah than to any Hebrew king except Solomon. – 
2 Kings 18-20 cf – 2 Chron 29-32. 

*A Prideful time in Hezekiah’s reign is found in 2 Kings 
20:12-19; Isa. 39 and cf. 2 Chron. 32:31. 

*Applications for us today are very important – thus the 
question “what do they see in your house?” 



* Lesson Seven: The Good King Hezekiah 

*Sennacherib's challenge to Hezekiah 18:13-37 (cf. 2 Chron. 
32:1-19; Isa. 36) 

*Samaria's conqueror, Shalmaneser V, died in 722 B.C. shortly 
after his conquest. His successor, Sargon II (722–705 B.C.), 
carried out the deportation of the Israelites. The king who 
followed him was Sennacherib (705–681 B.C., v. 13). 
Hezekiah's fourteenth year (v. 13) as sole ruler over Judah 
was 701 B.C. 

*Sennacherib's inscriptions claim that he conquered 46 strong 
cities of Hezekiah, plus many villages. In preparation for his 
siege of Jerusalem, the Assyrian king set up his headquarters at 
Lachish, 28 miles to the southwest of Jerusalem.  



* Lesson Seven: The Good King Hezekiah 

*Hezekiah had joined an alliance with Phoenicia, Philistia, 
and Egypt to resist Assyria. He admitted to Sennacherib 
that this was a mistake (v. 14).  

*Hezekiah offered to pay whatever Sennacherib would take 
to avoid a siege of Jerusalem.  

*Sennacherib demanded about 11 tons of silver and one 
ton of gold, which Hezekiah paid. He did so by stripping 
the palace and temple that the king had previously re-
overlaid to glorify Yahweh (v. 16). 

*"In Judah silver appears to have been more valuable 
than gold.“ 



* Lesson Seven: The Good King Hezekiah 

*Sennacherib accepted the ransom but would not abandon his goal of 
taking Judah's capital. The upper pool (v. 17) was the pool at the 
Gihon spring on Jerusalem's east side. From this pool water ran down 
into the Kidron Valley to a field where the people did their laundry. This 
was close to the wall of Jerusalem and was a busy area. Rabshakeh 
stood at the very spot where Isaiah had stood when he warned King 
Ahaz against making an alliance with Assyria (cf. Isa. 7:3-9). 
Hezekiah sent three of his officials to negotiate with the three 
representatives that Sennacherib had sent. 

* "Rabshakeh" was an Assyrian title equivalent to commander-in-chief of 
the army. The commander assumed Hezekiah was trusting in his 
Egyptian alliance and that Judah's gods were no better than those of 
the other nations. He said that even if the Assyrians provided 2,000 
horses for Hezekiah, perhaps what Egypt might have contributed, 
Judah could not win. 



* Lesson Seven: The Good King Hezekiah 
*The commander's claim that Yahweh had sent Sennacherib against 

Judah (v. 25) may or may not have been true (cf. Isa. 45:1-6). 

*Because many Judahites were hearing the negotiations taking 
place and would have become fearful as a result,  

*Hezekiah's officials asked that they proceed in the Aramaic 
language. Only the educated leaders of Israel understood Aramaic 
(v. 26). 

*"Aramaic was the language of international diplomacy and . . . 
the normal medium of communication in such a situation.“ 
however, the Assyrians wanted all the people to know that 
surrender would be better than resistance.  

*The commander may have spoken in the language of the 
Israelites through an interpreter. His references to the inability 
of the gods of Samaria would have been especially intimidating 
since many in Israel had worshipped Yahweh (v. 35). 



* Lesson Seven: The Good King Hezekiah 

*The writer recorded this lengthy incident in 
Kings because it shows the central issues 
Judah faced.  

*Would she trust in Yahweh or herself?  

*God's enemies challenged Him again (cf. Exod. 
7—11; 1 Sam. 17).  

*Isaiah also recorded these events (18:13, 
17—20:17) in Isaiah 36:1—38:8 and 39:1-
8, as did the writer of Chronicles in 2 
Chronicles 32:1-23. 



* Lesson Seven: The Good King Hezekiah 

*  Truly, as the people look out from the walls of 
Jerusalem upon the terrible Assyrian war machine 
which has already decimated Israel, demolished their 
own fortified cities, and brought every enemy into 
submission, the situation would appear hopeless. 

* In the face of such imminent danger, Hezekiah does 
what all faithful men before him have done: he puts his 
trust in God. 

*He spreads out a letter of threat before Jehovah and 
asks for His help (Is 37:14-20): "Now therefore, 0 
LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that You are the 
LORD, You alone.” 



* Lesson Seven: The Good King Hezekiah 

*He also appeals to God's great prophet, Isaiah (2 
Kgs 19:1-7), who  reassures the king that God 
would both drive Sennacherib back to his own 
country and eventually bring his life to an end. 

*In the midst of overwhelming odds, Isaiah 
pronounces judgment upon the threatening 
Assyrians (Is 37:21--29). 

*They had erroneously attributed their victories to 
their own military prowess, not realizing that God 
had raised them up for His own purposes: "Now I 
have brought it to pass, that you should  be for 
crushing fortified cities into heaps of ruins" (Is 
37:26).  



* Lesson Seven: The Good King Hezekiah 
*Failing to appreciate this truth, the Assyrians became arrogant 
and exercised cruelty for their own purposes and satisfaction, 
blaspheming God in the process.  

*"Therefore," God says, "I will put my hook in your nose and 
My bridle in your lips, and I will turn you back by          the 
way which you  came" (v 29).  

* On some monuments Assyrian conquerors                 
pictured themselves as leading their captives                  with 
a line that passed through rings that they had       placed in 
the victims' noses. God promised to do to them as they had 
done to others (v. 28; cf. Gal. 6:7) 

*Furthermore, the Assyrians would not even launch an 
offensive attack against Jerusalem (Is 37:33-35). 



* Lesson Seven: The Good King Hezekiah 

*True to prophecy, God destroyed 185,000 of the 
Assyrian army in a single night, thus ending the 
Assyrian threat (2 Kgs  19:35-37). 

*Sennacherib was assassinated about 20 years 
later in the temple of his god – which was not 
able to help him. 
*This whole account is recorded on clay  
cylinders – that are housed in the British 
Museum in London and in the Oriental    
Institute of the University of Chicago. 
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 Some lessons from 
the text . . . 

 What do others see 
in your home?  

 What do others NOT 
see in your home? 
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 Merodach-Baladan send envoys 
to Hezekiah - (1-2)  

 Why? – Because Hezekiah had 
been sick - 2 Kings 20:12 

 Why? Because Hezekiah had 
recovered – Isaiah 39:1 

 Why? To enquire about the 
wonder that was done in the 
land - 2 Chr. 32:31 
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 Hezekiah shows the messengers 
all the treasures of his house and 
kingdom, (2-4)  

 He showed off “HIS” strength 
– “HIS” wealth - “HIS” 
luxuries -“HIS” achievements  
. . . 

 What did he NOT show 
them???? 
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Isaiah tells Hezekiah 
that the Babylonians 
would carry away all 
in his house, and his 
descendant's into 
captivity, (5-8). 
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 Anything?????? 1 Pet. 4:9 

 Pictures – Achievements?  

 Spiritual literature, Bible, 
magazines, books, . . .? Deut. 6:7-
9 

 Members accepting and abiding in 
their God given roles - Col. 3:18-
20 

 Prayer – 1 Peter 3:7 
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 Love? - Eph. 5:25,28; Col. 
3:19; Titus 2:4; Matt. 15:4 

 Kindness? – Prov. 31:26 

 Discipline? - Eph. 6:1-4; Prov. 
13:24; 19:18; 23:13,14; 
29:15-17 

 Unity & Peace? - Luke 11:17  

 Cooperation? – Eph 5:33-6:1; 
1 Pet. 3:1-4,7 
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 Greed & Selfishness?  

 Complaining? 

 Marital problems? 

 Fussing & Fighting? 

 Abuse, (sexual, physical, 
verbal, mental)? 

 Alcohol, drug use? 

 Pornography? 

 Illicit sexual conduct? 
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 Hezekiah enthusiastically showed 
off the evidence of his temporal 
success – (not unlike some of us?) 

 Is your home a witness to your 
spiritual values or is it a witness 
against them? 

 Do people see God living in your 
home?? 
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 Would you be ashamed if the 
elders or preacher knew how 
you acted away from the 
brethren? 

 Do you engage in SINFUL 
activities when your doors are 
closed?  

 PLEASE - We can’t hide from 
God!! Hebrews 4:13 


