
QUARTER – FOUR 

Division 

Captivity & Restoration 



* Lesson Seven: The Good King Hezekiah 

* Memory Work: “He trusted in the Lord God of Israel, 
so that after him was none like him among all the 
kings of Judah, nor any who were before him.” 2 Kings 
18:5   

* The writer of Kings devoted more attention to 
Hezekiah than to any Hebrew king except Solomon. – 
2 Kings 18-20 cf – 2 Chron 29-32. 

*Hezekiah's goodness 18:1-12 (cf. 2 Chron. 29-31) 

*"Hezekiah" ("Yahweh Has Strengthened") began 
reigning as his father Ahaz's vice-regent in 729 B.C. 
and ruled as such for 14 years 
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*In 715 B.C. he began his sole rule over Judah that lasted 
until 697 B.C. (18 years). 

*He then reigned with his son Manasseh who served as his 
vice-regent for 11 more years (697–686 B.C.).  

*His 29-year reign (v. 2) was from 715–686 B.C. 

*The writer recorded that only three other kings did right as 
David had done: Asa (1 Kings 15:11), Jehoshaphat (2 
Chron. 17:3), and Josiah (2 Kings 22:1-2).  

*These were the other three of Judah's four reforming 
kings. The only other king, beside Hezekiah, that the 
writer said removed the high places (v. 4), was 
Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 17:6) 
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*Hezekiah has risen to the throne of Judah he is the 14th 
King of the southern kingdom of Judah, and another 
king in the line of David, and he is a good king.  

*As a matter of fact, Hezekiah is one of the best kings 
of Judah and Israel since king David.   

*King Hezekiah, we are told, does something that all the 
kings before him, even the good ones, do not do.   

*He is fully committed to the Lord and because of it, he 
tears down all of the high places, and rids the land 
of Judah of all the idols and false gods that have 
been present.   
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*He even destroys the bronze serpent that Moses made in 
the desert some 500 or so years prior, recorded in 
Numbers 21 became known as Nehushtan (v. 4) the name 
that someone had given to Moses' bronze serpent. This 
word in Hebrew sounds similar to the Hebrew words for 
bronze, snake, and unclean thing.   

*The Bible speaks these words of him, words that we have 
not heard since the time of David, “He trusted in the Lord, 
the God of Israel, so that there was none like him among all 
the kings of Judah after him, nor among those who were 
before him.  For he held fast to the Lord. He did not depart 
from following him, but kept the commandments that the 
Lord commanded Moses.  And the Lord was with him; 
wherever he went out, he prospered.“ 2 Kings 18:5-7a. 
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*Thus, since the worship of God in Judah had gone 
dormant under Ahaz's idolatry Hezekiah’s reformations 
are a breath of fresh air. 

* The Levitical priest hood is thus reinstated; the temple 
is reopened and purged of idols (2 Chr 29:15-19); the 
sacrifices are resumed and sacred music restored (2 
Chr 29:20-30).    

*Further, the Passover is revived and its celebration 
heralded even throughout Israel (2 Chr 30:1-12). The 
beginning of Hezekiah's reign is filled with joy of 
revival and the optimism of rebirth. 
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Chart from - http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/htm/OT/2%20Kings/2Kings.htm 
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