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*Lesson Six: THE FALL OF ISRAEL  

*Memory Verse: “For so it was that the children of Israel had 
sinned against their God ...” 2 Kings 17:7 

* The destruction of the northern kingdom is now within sight ---- 
their continued wickedness to continue in the way of Jeroboam 
and refuse to repent brings about God’s wrath against them. 

*2 Kings 17:7-14 (NKJV) ---- …… , who had brought them up out of 
the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt; 
and they had feared other gods, 8 and had walked in the statutes of 
the nations whom the Lord had cast out from before the children of 
Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they had made. 9 Also the 
children of Israel secretly did against the Lord their God things that 
were not right, and they built for themselves high places in all their 
cities, from watchtower to fortified city.  
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*10 They set up for themselves sacred pillars and wooden images on 

every high hill and under every green tree. 11 There they burned 
incense on all the high places, like the nations whom the Lord had 
carried away before them; and they did wicked things to provoke 
the Lord to anger,  

*12 for they served idols, of which the Lord had said to them, “You 
shall not do this thing.”  

*13 Yet the Lord testified against Israel and against Judah, by 
all of His prophets, every seer, saying, “Turn from your evil 
ways, and keep My commandments and My statutes, 
according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and 
which I sent to you by My servants the prophets.”  

*14 Nevertheless they would not hear, but stiffened their necks, 
like the necks of their fathers, who did not believe in the Lord their 
God. --- The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 
1982 
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*The "Indian Summer." experienced by the Northern tribes during 
the reign of Jeroboam II would come to an abrupt end at his 
death.--- Hosea is the prophet during this time period! 

*During the period shortly to follow 753-722 B.C . Israel had Six 
Kings representing Five Dynasties. 

*The 15 chapter of the II book of Kings deals with five of these 
last six kings . 

*King • • • • Zechariah vrs 8-12  

*King • • • • Shallum vrs 13-15 

*King  • • • • Menahem vrs 16-22 

*King  • • • • Pekahiah vrs 23-26 

*King • • • • Pekah vrs 27-31 
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* The six month Reign of Zechariah ..........15:8-12 

*Zechariah succeeded his father Jeroboam II to  the  
throne of Israel. 

*He was  the last to reign in the Jehu dynasty and 
this was the fulfillment of prophecy • • • • • II  
Kings 10:30 

* He was openly and publically slain by Shallum the 
son of Jabesh. 

* The destruction of the Dynasty of Jehu was 
prophesied for   doom and destruction by Hosea 1:41 
and Amos 7:9.  
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* The month reign of Shallum. • • • • vrs 13-15 

* Shallum was put to death by Menahem just 30 days 
after his assassination of Zechariah. 

* Prov. 17 :11. 

*Proverbs 17:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 An evil man seeks 
only rebellion; Therefore a cruel messenger will be 
sent against him.  

*The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas 
Nelson, 1982 
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* Menahem's 10 year reign ..... vrs 16-22. 

*  The only town known to history or geography as Tiphsah is the 
famous city on the Euphrates River • • cf I Kings 4:24 

*His first appearance it is thought by scholars that Zechariah was 
trying to continue his father's expansion policy thus having 
Menahem (the General according to Josephus) in the fields of 
battle. 

*  At the time of Zechariah's assassination the armies under Menahem 
where garrisoned at Tirzah awaiting orders to march further 
northward. 

* Menachem immediately followed this expansion plan. 

*  Assyria in the early days was a weak nation and all the territory 
from Tirzah in Israel to Tiphsah fell temporary under the control of 
Menahem. 
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*Menahem was a ruthless warrior yet this seems to be an 
ancient warfare tactic as is seen in II Kings 8:12, Isa . 
13:8, Hos. 10:14, 13:16 and Amos 1:13. 

* By 745 B.C. Tiglath-pileser III, known as King Pul in 
Babylonia, invaded Israel and force Menahem to pay tribute. 

* 1000  talents of silver approx.  $ 2,000,000 today. 

* This was redeemed by heavy taxation on the people at 50 
sheckels each approx. $ 2,000 today and the approx. price paid 
for a slave in those days. 

*Nothing more is known of Menahem and it is presumed that 
he died a natural death. 
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*  The two year reign of Pekahiah  • • • • vrs 23-26 

* The House of Gadi was a dynasty of kings of the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel. The dynasty is also called the House of Menahem, after its 
founder. The dynasty lasted for only twelve years and ruled from the 
then capital of Israel, Samaria. The dynasty is so named because 
Menahem was the son of Gadi. Some have speculated that Gadi was a 
scion of the tribe of Gad. 

* Two kings of Israel came from the dynasty - Menahem and Pekahiah. 
Menahem became king of Israel in the thirty-ninth year of the reign of 
Azariah, king of Judah. He reigned in Israel for ten years. He was 
succeeded by his son Pekahiah. Pekahiah became king in the fiftieth 
year of the reign of Azariah. 

*After a reign of two years, Pekahiah was assassinated by Pekah, son of 
Remaliah, one of his chief officers with the help of fifty men of Gilead. 
Pekah succeeded Pekahiah as king. Pekah's dynasty is known as the 
House of Remaliah. 

*  Not much that was  eventful happened in these two years that the 
historian sees fit to record but does record his assassination. 
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*The reign of Pekah ........ vrs 27-31. 

* The reign of Pekah is thought to have occurred 
during the same time as the first year of Menahem 
and that of the Pekahiah leadership. 

*It is thought that this was a rival dynasty  

*Maintaining perhaps portion of the Transjordan area. 

* Pekah was anti-Assyrian and joined with Rezin king of 
Damascus .  

*Ahaz of Judah refused to join this coalition for fear 
of the mighty and ruthless Assyrian forces. 
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*The reign of Pekah ........ vrs 27-31. 

*Pekah and Rezin tried to over throw Ahaz but an 
alliance saved Ahaz and Assyria carried away in 734 
B.C. many captives from the Northern ten tribes. 

* I Chron. 5:26 this is believed to be the same 
deportation that is referred to in II Kings 15:29. 

*It is thought that the Assyrian Army would have 
invaded and destroyed all of Israel had it not been 
for the assassination of Pekah by Hoshea. 
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* Hoshea the last king of Israel. • • • 17:1-6 

* Came into power in 732 B.C. and reigned for some 
nine years. 

*At the death of Tiglath-pileser, Hoshea tried to regain 
his independence by withholding the annual tribute 
money. 

*The new King Shalmaneser forced him to resume 
his position as a Assyrian  tributary approx. 727 
B.C. 
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* Hoshea the last king of Israel. • • • 17:1-6 

*Hoshea’s treaty with King So of Egypt brought the 
wrath of Shalmaneser upon Samaria and sieged 
the kingless city for three years. 

* One needs to remember that the Hebrew 's 
counted a part of a year  as a whole year. 

*  Samaria fell to the hands of Assyria in 722 B.C. 

*Either to Shalmaneser or to Sargon since he 
claimed the throne in the same year. 
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