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* Lesson Nine: The Sin Against the Holy Spirit  

* Memory Work: "For nothing is hidden that shall not 
become evident, nor anything secret that shall not be known 
and come to light." (Luke 8:17). 

* In this week we see the continued teaching and preaching 
of Jesus – He used Parables in His teaching. 

* Despite the miracles that were clearly seen – the religious 
leaders still demanded more signs to prove His authority – 
even going as far as rejecting His signs by attributing them 
to Satan. 

* The sin that can’t be forgiven discussion is a result of 
this accusation. 

*What is the sin against the Holy Spirit?   Can we commit 
that sin today? Is this a SINGLE SIN? 
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 People often ask  

 “Is there a sin God will not forgive?”  

 “Is there a chance I have committed it?”  

 “What is ‘the sin’ against the Holy Ghost?” 

 Several sins are especially noted as offenses 
against the Holy Spirit. 



 Blasphemy 

 Tempting 

 Resisting 

 Grieving 

 Quenching 

 Insulting 



Matthew 12:31-32 (NKJV) 
31 "Therefore I say to you, every sin and 

blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the 

blasphemy against the Spirit will not be 

forgiven men.  
32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son 

of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever 

speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be 

forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to 

come.  

What is meant by 
“but the blasphemy 

against the Spirit will 

not be forgiven men.” 



 God is abundantly willing to 
forgive the vilest of sinners  

 “Though your sins be as scarlet” - 
Isaiah 1:18  

 If the wicked turns – Ezk. 18:21-23  

 Jesus came to call – Matt. 9:13  

 The chief of sinners - 1 Tim 1:15  

 God’s longsuffering - 2 Pet 3:9 

 For which sin is the blood of Christ 
insufficient? – 1 John 1:2 

What is meant by 
“but the blasphemy 

against the Spirit will 

not be forgiven men.” 



The Context 
 Jesus had cast a demon out of a 

blind and mute man (Matt 12:22)  

 People confessed him to be the 
Christ (vs 23).  

 The Pharisees charged that Jesus 
cast out demons "by Beelzebub 
the ruler of the demons“ (vs 24).  

 Jesus demonstrated the 
absurdity of this charge (vs 25-
30).  

What is meant by 
“but the blasphemy 

against the Spirit will 

not be forgiven men.” 



 In reality, Jesus "cast out 
demons by the Spirit of God" 
(verse 28; cf. Luke 4:14).  

 By attributing the work of the 
Holy Spirit to Satan, the 
Pharisees "blasphemed" the 
Spirit of God.  

 Thus, Christ warned them of 
blaspheming the Holy Spirit 
(Matthew 12:31; cf. Mark 3:30)  

What is meant by 
“but the blasphemy 

against the Spirit will 

not be forgiven men.” 

The Context 



 The purpose of the miracles - (John 
20:30-31; Mark 16:20; Acts 
14:3; Heb 2:3,4).  

 The heart so hardened with 
prejudice that it rejects the 
testimony of the Spirit – and 
attributes that testimony to Satan 
will not be convinced – there is to 
be no more testimony! (John 
12:37-40). 

What is meant by 
“but the blasphemy 

against the Spirit will 

not be forgiven men.” 

Why unpardonable?  



 Not a case of the unwillingness or 
inability of God to forgive.  

 BUT - a matter of the unwillingness 
and inability of those with hardened 
hearts to believe unto forgiveness. 

 Those who ridicule & reject the 
evidence God has given reject God’s 
provision of forgiveness –  

 They have NO HOPE? (Jn 14:6) 

What is meant by 
“but the blasphemy 

against the Spirit will 

not be forgiven men.” 

Why unpardonable?  



Acts 5:1-9 (NKJV) 
3 But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan 

filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and 

keep back part of the price of the land for 

yourself? 4  . . . You have not lied to men but 

to God.” . . . 7 . . . his wife came in, . . . 8 And 

Peter answered her, "Tell me whether you 

sold the land for so much?" She said, "Yes, 

for so much." 9 Then Peter said to her, "How 

is it that you have agreed together to test 

the Spirit of the Lord? . .  



 They lied "to the Holy Spirit" 
(Acts 5:1-3).  

 Thus, Simon Peter rebuked 
Ananias, "You have not lied to 
men but to God" (Acts 5:4).  

 And later Sapphira, "How is it 
that ye have agreed together 
to tempt the Spirit of the 
Lord?" (Acts 5:9 KJV). 

Ananias & Sapphira  



 To “tempt” the Holy Spirit is to test 
the Holy Spirit – (NKJV) 

 They tested the ability of the Spirit 
to know the secrets of their hearts 
and actions – they THOUGHT 
they could get away with it!! 

 When we sin we tempt or try God 
by testing his knowledge of our 
hearts and activities and his will to 
punish the guilty (Heb 3:7-12).  

Ananias & Sapphira  



Acts 7:51-53 (NKJV)  
51 "You stiffnecked and uncircumcised in 

heart and ears! You always resist the Holy 

Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.  
52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not 

persecute? And they killed those who foretold 

the coming of the Just One, of whom you 

now have become the betrayers and 

murderers,  
53 who have received the law by the direction 

of angels and have not kept it."  



 Stephen had demonstrated how each 
successive generation had rebelled 
against a merciful God, (7:2-50) 

 Resist - "to set against" . . .  
signifying "to withstand, oppose, 
resist," — (Vine's) 

 Resist -“to fall upon, run against” b. 
“to be adverse, oppose, strive 
against”: —(Thayer's) 

The Stiff Necked & Uncircumcised In 
Heart & Ears 



 The Jewish nation did not merely 
refuse to hear the prophets; they 
persecuted them.  

 The council did not simply reject 
Christ; they murdered Him.  

 This council stopped their ears and 
violently rushed Stephen stoning 
him to death (Acts 7:54-60). 

The Stiff Necked & Uncircumcised 
In Heart & Ears 



 To "resist the Holy Spirit" is to NOT 
ONLY to refuse the truth . . . 

 But also to actively oppose the one 
who proclaims it. 

 We still have folks who are stiff 
necked and uncircumcised in heart 
and ears.  

 People still “RESIST” the truth! - 
(Luke 10:16). 

The Stiff Necked & Uncircumcised In 
Heart & Ears 



Ephesians 4:30 (NKJV) 
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 

God, by whom you were sealed for the 

day of redemption.  

put away lying . . . wrath . . . nor give place 

to the devil . . . steal no longer . . . Let no 

corrupt word proceed out of your mouth . 

. . Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, 

and evil speaking be put away from you, 

with all malice. 



By Forsaking His Teaching  
 This word “GRIEVE” means "to 

make sorrowful; to affect with 
sadness" (Thayer).  

 Our sin grieves the Godhead – 
Gen 6:6; Matt 23:37 

 Just as godly parents are grieved 
by their children who sin! –  

 Therefore – put away sin – and 
grieve not the Holy Spirit! 



1 Thessalonians 5:16-22 (NKJV) 

16 Rejoice always,  17 pray without 

ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; 

for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus for you.  

19 Do not quench the Spirit.  

20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test all 

things; hold fast what is good. 22 

Abstain from every form of evil.  



 Denotes “metaphorically, to . . 
. suppress, stifle divine 
influence,” (Thayer).  

 First century Christians 
quenched the Spirit by 
discouraging the use of or 
failing to use spiritual gifts (1 
Cor. 12:18-31; 1 Thess 5: 
20; 2 Tim 1:16).  

To Despise Teaching 



We are guilty of a parallel sin if  
 We resort to other things besides 

the Word to attract & persuade 
men (Rom 1:16; Heb 4:12) 

 We fail to use our abilities and 
opportunities in the service of 
Christ - (Matthew 25:14-30). 

 We discourage others from doing 
so – (Rom. 12:3-8) 

To Despise Teaching 



Hebrews 10:28-29 (NKJV)  
28 Anyone who has rejected Moses' law 

dies without mercy on the testimony of two 

or three witnesses. 29 Of how much worse 

punishment, do you suppose, will he be 

thought worthy who has trampled the Son 

of God underfoot, counted the blood of the 

covenant by which he was sanctified a 

common thing, and insulted the Spirit of 

grace?  



 To "insult" is to "act with insolence" 
(Vine) or "to treat shamefully" 
(Thayer)  

 Those, having once believed and 
obeyed His Word, insult Him when 
they turn back. (2 Pet 2:20) 

 They will have their reward – (30-39) 
- “Vengeance, (Heb 10:30), 
“perdition” (Heb 10:39). 

Turning Back From The 
New Covenant  



 After having been saved by grace – 
we revert back to sin – (Rom 6:1-19; 
8:13,14) 

 Having known the truth, reject the 
truth and revert back to the doctrines 
and commandments of men. – (Gal 
5:4) 

 Cease to abide in the truth – (John 
15:1-10; Rom 11:20-22) 

We insult the Spirit of grace 
when we: 





 Blasphemy 

 Tempting 

 Resisting 

 Grieving 

Quenching 

 Insulting 



Revelation 22:17 (NKJV)  

17 And the Spirit and the bride 

say, "Come!" And let him who 

hears say, "Come!" And let 

him who thirsts come. 

Whoever desires, let him take 

the water of life freely.  


