
QUARTER – ONE 

The Life Of Christ 

Part One – Birth thru Great Galilean Ministry 



* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*Day 5 of this weeks study introduces us to the Sermon 
on the Mount. 

*This sermon goes from Matthew 5 thru Matthew 7 and 
can be read in relatively a short time. 

*Unlike sermons today which are limited to set times, 
Sunday’s ect. This sermon is preached on a Mountain 
and no power points, audio amplification or modern 
marvels were needed. 

*Each part of this sermon has at some time or another 
been developed into a single sermon, including these 
eight beatitudes.   
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

* The word "beatitude" comes from the Latin, beatitudo, and refers to 
a distinct literary form. 

*The Greeks, used the "beatitude" form, called a "makarism“. 

*These "makarisms" were usually begun with the formula word, 
"makarioi," meaning, "blessed" or "happy."  

*To the Greeks, this form was a means of expressing the Greek 
philosophy that led to happiness.  

*The Greeks used "makarioi" to describe the gods, "The Blessed Ones," 
the dead, "the blessed dead," and those who were very wealthy.  

* In the Iliad, Homer describes the supreme gods as "theon makaron," 
"the ever happy and immortal gods" (Homer, Iliad, i. 339). 
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An Introduction To The Beatitudes Mt. 5:3-16; Lk. 6:20-26 



* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

* How should the Greek term "makarioi" be translated 
and understood in English? 

*The most common translation is "blessed" (KJV, RSV, 
ASV, NKJV).  

*Other translations include "happy" (TEV) or "how 
happy" (JB, Phillips) and "how blest" (NEB) and 
"fortunate" (LB). Commentators sometimes argue that 
"happy" is not strong enough to properly convey 
"makarioi."  

*A.T. Robertson objects strongly to the use of "blessed" 
and translates "makarioi" as "happy."  
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*Robertson argues that the English word "blessed" has 
its Greek equivalent in "eulogetoi" which means "to 
speak well of" and is used by Elizabeth to describe 
Mary (Lk. 1:42), by Zacharias to describe God (Lk. 
1:68) and by the Jerusalem multitudes of Jesus (Mt. 
21:9). However, "English has thus enobled `blessed' to 
a higher rank than `happy.‘ But `happy' is what Jesus 
said . . . It is a pity that we have not kept the word 
`happy' to the high and holy plane where Jesus placed 
it" (A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures In The New 
Testament, vol. 1, p. 39). 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*The Jews used beatitudes to express the way to 
happiness, the attitude or character that brings the 
good life.  

*Forty-five beatitudes occur in the Old Testament (e.g., 
Deut. 33:29; Psa. 1:1-2; 2:12; 32:1-2; 40:4; 
119:1-2; 127:5; 146:5-7; Prov. 8:34).  

*The majority of these Hebrew beatitudes are found in 
the Psalms and are meant to teach and exhort the 
hearer in the proper conduct by promising that 
certain conduct will result in blessedness.  
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*A well known example of an Old Testament beatitude is 
found in the opening Psalm, the first three verses of 
which make up the beatitude,  

*"Blessed is the man that walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly,  

*nor standeth in the way of sinners,  

*nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful . . 
." (Psa. 1:1).  
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*In the New Testament there are forty-four beatitudes: 

*Twenty-eight of which occur in Matthew and Luke (Mt. 5:3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11-12; 16:17; Lk. 1:45; 6:20, 21, 
22; 7:23; 10:23; 11:6, 27, 28; 12:37, 38, 43; 13:16; 
14:14, 15; 23:29; 24:26).  

*Two beatitudes occur in John (Jn. 13:17; 20:29),  

*Three in Romans (Rom. 4:7, 8; 14:22),  

*Two in James (1:12, 25),  

*Two in First Peter (1 Pet. 3:14; 4:14)  

*And seven beatitudes are found in Revelation (Rev. 1:3; 
14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14). 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 
* Like the beatitudes of the Old Testament, the beatitudes of the 

New Testament are encouraging righteous character and conduct 
and often accompanied by a promise explaining the ground of the 
blessed state. 

*There are eight beatitudes in the sermon on the mount in 
Matthew's account. 

*The word "blessed" occurs nine times, but the last two 
occurrences (Mt. 5:10-12) are usually considered one extended 
beatitude.  

*The first seven beatitudes describe the character of the blessed 
(Mt. 5:3-9).  

*The last beatitude describes the external circumstances of the 
persecution of the blessed (Mt. 5:10-11).  

*Each beatitude follows the same formula or construction, with the 
last beatitude extending this formula. 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*Each begins with the word "Blessed." This is followed 
by a description of the character of those blessed, 
except for the last beatitude.  

*Then Jesus used the word "for" (Greek, hoti) to 
introduce the resultant promise or blessing received.  

*Each beatitude concludes with a promise that explains the 
happy condition.  

*Thus, the construction of the beatitudes is as follows:  

*"Blessed are" (description of character) for 
(promise or= blessing) 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*"Blessed are the poor in spirit "you poor" (Lk.) for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven." "yours is the 
kingdom of God" (Lk.)  

*"Blessed are those who mourn "you that weep now" 
(Lk.) for they shall be comforted." "you shall laugh"= 
(Lk.)  

*"Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the 
earth."  

*"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness "you who hunger now" (Lk.) for they 
shall be filled." "you shall be filled"= (Lk.) 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*"Blessed are the merciful for they 
shall obtain mercy."  

*"Blessed are the pure in heart for 
they shall see God."  

*"Blessed are the peacemakers for 
they shall be called the sons of God“ 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*"Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness sake, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake, Rejoice and be exceeding glad "you, 
when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you, 
and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for 
the Son of man's sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for 
joy" (Lk.) for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." great is your 
reward in heaven: (for so persecuted they the prophets 
which were before you.)", "behold, your reward is great in 
heaven: (for in the like manner did their fathers unto the 
prophets)" (Lk.) 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

* There are several points of comparison and contrast 
between Matthew's account and Luke's account of the 
beatitudes.  

*They have four beatitudes in common.  

*The order of these four common beatitudes is different in 
each account and the wording is slightly different.  

*Matthew has four additional beatitudes and Luke records 
four woes, not found in Matthew.  

*Matthew records the beatitudes in the third person (with the 
exception of verses 11 and 12), "Blessed are they . . .," 
and Luke uses the second person, "Blessed are you . . .."  
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*The differences of the authors, serve several 
purposes. 
*First, the differences show that writers did not 
copy one another or a common source, thus 
providing independent corroborative accounts 
of Jesus' sermon.  
*Second, the differences show the writers were 
writing for different audiences.  
*Matthew wrote to the Jew, while Luke wrote to 
the Greek. 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*Matthew's account of the beatitudes uses terms from 
the Old Testament familiar to his Jewish audience.  
*The terms "poor in spirit," "hungering and thirsting 
for righteousness," "meek," "merciful," "pure in 
heart" and "peacemakers."  

*Luke simplifies these terms for his Greek audience 
unfamiliar with the Old Testament to "poor," "weeping," 
"hungry" and "hated."  
*The basic message of each account remains the same, 
the specific words or phrases vary slightly in order to 
be better understood by different cultures. 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 
* Jesus' beatitudes are paradoxical. Jesus describes as happy 
the very ones the world generally considers as unhappy, the 
poor in spirit, the mourners, the hungry and thirsty, the 
persecuted, etc.  

*This paradox powerfully illustrates the contrast between the 
spiritual nature of Jesus' kingdom of heaven and the physical 
nature of men's earthly kingdoms.  

*The power and greatness of Jesus' kingdom is found in the 
happy character of it's citizens.  

*The kingdom of heaven does not depend upon wealth, pride or 
circumstances and it not only does not kneel under 
persecution, it thrives.  

*Although Jesus speaks of the poor in spirit, the mourners, the 
meek, etc., clearly he is not attempting to designate eight 
different classes or characters of citizens. 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*A child of God does not become "poor in spirit," 
and another "hunger and thirst after 
righteousness," and another "meek.” etc 

*Jesus describes the character of one group of 
people, those who will belong to the kingdom of 
God.  

*Every child of God should follow after all of the 
qualities set forth in the beatitudes and not pursue 
one quality at the expense of the others. 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 

*Personal qualities are those that are introspective and deal with 
one's self. 
*Interpersonal qualities are those characteristics that relate to 
others.  
*The quality of fidelity is demonstrated under the trial of persecution. 

*Personal Qualities  
*Poor In Spirit (humility)  
*Mourning (grief over sins)  
*Meekness  
*Hunger And Thirst For Righteousness  
*Interpersonal Qualities  
*Merciful  
*Pure In Heart  
*Peacemakers 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 
*Quality Of Fidelity (Under Persecution) 

*The qualities Jesus taught in the beatitudes are the qualities 
he lived.  

*Jesus was not merely a teacher in word alone, but also in 
deed.  

*He is the highest example of each of the qualities set forth 
in the beatitudes, poor in spirit, mourning, meek, hungering 
and thirsting for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, 
peacemakers and persecuted. 

*Jesus was "poor in spirit" in as much as "he humbled 
himself" to come this earth (Phil. 2:8), and "though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor" (2 Cor. 8:9).  

*Jesus knew mourning in the flesh, he was the "man of 
sorrows, acquainted with grief" (Isa. 53:3). 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 
* Jesus exemplified meekness, he describes himself as "meek 
and lowly" (Mt. 11:29).  

*In seeking righteousness, the Psalms tell us he "loved 
righteousness and hated iniquity" (Psa. 45:7; Heb. 1:8-9).  

*While on earth those in great need often appealed to the 
great mercy of Jesus (e.g. Mt. 9:27; 15:22; 17:15).  

*His pure heart is attested by the fact that lived "without sin" 
(Heb. 4:15).  

*Jesus is the Peacemaker, he is "our peace" (Eph. 2:14).  

*Finally, he suffered persecution through his public life which 
ultimately led to the cross 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 
* Accordingly, his disciples should follow his example and 
character. It is interesting that Jesus commences his sermon 
with what may be seen as his conclusion. 

*In other words, the sermon begins with the promises 
of the blessings of reward rather than ending with 

them.  

*The blessed or happy condition described by the beatitudes 
is two fold.  

*There is a promise for the future and there is a present 
blessing in looking forward to that promise.  

*The "rewards" promised are not several different rewards 
divided to different groups, i.e., some get comforted, others 
get "filled," still others "inherit the earth." 
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* Lesson Seven: The Sermon on the Mount 
*The several rewards promised are the many facets or 
"spiritual blessings" (Eph. 1:3) of the one reward. 

*Notice that the beginning and ending rewards of the 
first and last beatitudes are the same, "the kingdom of 
heaven."  

*This is a common literary device called "inclusion."  

*It indicates that everything between is included under 
one unifying theme.  

*All of the promises of the beatitudes are tied 
together. One does not gain one promise without 

gaining all the promises. 
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Matthew 5:3-16 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth.  Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 

righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: 
for they shall obtain mercy.  Blessed are the pure in heart: for 

they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall 
be called the children of God. Blessed are they which are 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 

persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great 
is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets 

which were before you.”  
The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 


