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Lesson # 9 – The Book of 1st Peter  

• KEYS TO THE BOOK OF FIRST PETER: 
• KEY IDEA:  Suffering for Christ.  
• KEY VERSES:  1:10-12, “As to this salvation, the prophets who 

prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful search 
and inquiry, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ 
within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and 
the glories to follow…..”   

– 4:12-13, “Beloved do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which 
comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening 
to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on 
rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with 
exultation.” 

• KEY CHAPTER: Chapter four stands unique in the New Testament.  
Here we find divine revelation how Christians are to handle persecution 
and suffering as a result of living the life of a Christian.  Christ is set 
forth as our model or example in verses 1-2.  Verses 12-14 tells us that 
we should rejoice because of future blessings 
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INTRODUCTION & TITLE: 
• “Persecution can cause either growth or bitterness in the Christian life.” 

– Our Response determines the end result.   

• In writing to Jewish believers struggling in the midst of persecution, Peter encourages 
them to conduct themselves courageously for the person and program of Christ.   

– Both their character and conduct must be above reproach.   

– Having been born again to a living hope, they are to imitate the Holy One who has 
called them. 

• The fruit of that character will be rooted in submission:  citizens to government, servants 
to masters, wives to husbands, husbands to wives, and Christians to one another.  

– Only after submission is fully understood does Peter deal with the difficult area of 
suffering.   

– The Christians are not to think it ‘strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though some strange thing happened to you’ (4:12, but are to rejoice as partakers 
of the suffering of Christ. 

– “That response to life is truly the climax of one’s submission to the good hand of 
God.”  

• The first phrase of this book is translated as “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.”   

– This gave the book its early title, Petrou A, the “First of Peter.” 
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Outline of 1st Peter 
• Salutation (1:1, 2) 

• Remember Our Great Salvation (1:3–2:10) 

– The Certainty of Our Future Inheritance (1:3–12) 

– Preserved by the power of God (1:3–5) 

– Proven by the trials of persecution (1:6–9) 

– Predicted by the prophets of God (1:10–12) 

• The Consequences of Our Future Inheritance (1:13–
2:10) 

– Perseverance of hope (1:13–16) 

– Persistence of wonder (1:17–21) 

– Power of love (1:22–2:3) 

– Praises of Christ (2:4–10) 

 

• Remember Our Example Before Men (2:11–4:6) 

 

• Honorable Living Before Unbelievers (2:11–3:7) 

– Submission to the government (2:11–17) 

– Submission to masters (2:18–25) 

– Submission in the family (3:1–7) 

• Honorable Living Before Believers (3:8–12) 

 

• Honorable Living in the Midst of Suffering 
(3:13–4:6) 

– The principle of suffering for righteousness 
(3:13–17) 

– The paragon of suffering for righteousness 
(3:18–22) 

– The purpose of suffering for righteousness 
(4:1–6) 

 

• Remember Our Lord Will Return (4:7–5:11) 

– The Responsibilities of Christian Living (4:7–
11) 

– The Rewards of Christian Suffering (4:12–19) 

– The Requirements for Christian Leadership 
(5:1–4) 

– The Realization of Christian Victory (5:5–11) 

 

• Conclusion (5:12–14) 



AUTHOR OF THE BOOK OF FIRST PETER: 

• Peter was accepted as the author of this 
book from the earliest days. 
– The internal evidence is in agreement with this 

view. 
– There are similarities of grammar usage and style 

with this book and the sermons of Peter as 
recorded in Acts.   

– This book is filled with allusions to the life of 
Christ that had a significance to Peter.   

– It was not until the nineteenth century that the 
authenticity of the book was challenged.   
• The answers made to these criticisms settle the matter 

for the child of God. 
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The Family of Peter: 
• The Gospels preserve a surprising amount of 

information about Peter and his family.  

– Simon is the son of Jona or John (Matt. 16:17; John 1:42).   

– He and his brother, Andrew, came from Bethsaida (John 
1:44) and were Galilean fishermen (Mark 1:16; Luke 5:2-
3; John 21:3), in partnership with the sons of Zebedee, 
James and John (Luke 5:10). 

– Peter was married (Mark 1:29-31; 1 Cor. 9:5) and 
maintained a residence in Capernaum (Mark 1:21,29).   

– Before becoming disciples of Jesus, Peter and Andrew had 
been influenced by the teaching of John the Baptist (John 
1:35-42). 
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The Role of Peter 
• Among the Disciples Peter is credited with being a leader of the twelve disciples 

whom Jesus called. 

• His name always occurs first in the lists of disciples (Mark 3:16; Luke 6:14; Matt. 
10:2).   

• He frequently served as the spokesman for the disciples (compare Mark 8:29) and 
was usually the one who raised the questions which they all seemed to be asking 
(Mark 10:28; 11:21; Matt 15:15; 18:21; Luke 12:41). 

• Jesus often singled out Peter for teachings intended for the entire group of 
disciples (see especially Mark 8:29-33).   

• As a member of the inner circle, Peter was present with Jesus at the raising of the 
synagogue ruler's daughter (Mark 5:35-41), at the Transfiguration (Mark 9:2-8), 
and at the arrest of Jesus in Gethsemane (Mark 14:43-50).   

• As representative disciple, Peter frequently typified the disciple of little faith.  His 
inconsistent behavior (see Matt. 14:27-31) reached a climax with his infamous 
denial scene (Mark 14:66-72).   

• Peter was, however, rehabilitated in the scene where the resurrected Jesus 
restored Peter to his position of prominence (John 21:15-19; compare Mark 16:7).   
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Peter's Role in the Early Church & The Legacy of 
Peter.  

• Despite Peter's role among the disciples 
and his leadership in the early church (see 
especially Matt. 16:17-19), Peter did not 
emerge as the leader of either form of 
primitive Christianity. 

• Though he played an influential role in 
establishing the Jerusalem church (see the 
early chapters of Acts), James, the brother 
of Jesus, assumed the leadership role of 
the Jewish community. 
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Peter's Role in the Early Church & The Legacy of 
Peter.  

• Though Peter was active in the incipient stages of the Gentile mission (see Acts 
10-11), Paul became the “apostle to the gentiles.” 

– Peter probably sacrificed his chances to be the leader of either one of these 
groups because of his commitment to serve as a bridge in the early church, 
doing more than any other to hold together the diverse strands of primitive 
Christianity. 

• Tradition holds that Peter died as a martyr in Rome in the 60s (1 Clem. 5:1-6:1).   

– His legacy, however, lived on long after his death.   

– Both 1 and 2 Peter in the New Testament are traditionally attributed to the 
apostle Peter.   

– Significant also was the presence of a group of devotees of Peter who 
produced several writings in the name of the apostle--the Acts of Peter, the 
Gospel of Peter (and some would include 2 Peter).   

– To a great extent, subsequent generations of the church rely on the 
confession, witness, and ministry of Peter, the devoted, but fallible follower of 
Christ. 
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DATE & SETTING OF THE BOOK OF FIRST PETER: 
• A literal translation of those addressed might be, “pilgrims of the Dispersion.”   

– In 2:12 we find the phrase, “Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles.”   

– These two passages have caused many to be convinced that the book was directed to a 
primarily Jewish readership. 

– There are good arguments for Peter’s readership being predominantly Gentile.   

• In 2:9 they were “called out of darkness.”   

• In 2:10 he says, “For you were once not a people, but now you are the people of 

God.”   

• Of their life before baptism he says of it in 1:18, that it was a “futile way of life 

inherited from your forefathers.”   

– Because of the changes in their life style, their countrymen question the changes, (4:3-

4).   

– We recall that Peter was the first to preach to both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 2 & Acts 

10), and so this letter carries on his effort to the Gentiles. 

– The regions mentioned in the book are located in north-central Asia-Minor.  The exact 

location of the ‘Babylon’ of 5:13, has long been debated. 
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DATE & SETTING OF THE BOOK OF FIRST PETER: 

• “Rome was a luxurious city given over to the worship of 
false gods much like Babylon, and perhaps it came to be 
known as “Babylon” in Christian circles.   

• It may be observed that the entire sentence in which the 
expression occurs has a figurative tone, since Mark was not 
the natural son of Peter (5:13). 

• It is more probable that Mark and Silvanus would join Peter 
in the capital of the empire rather than some distant 
outpost” (5:12-13).  

• The letter was probably written about A.D. 65.   

– First Peter speaks of persecution, which may refer to the 
persecution of Christians by Nero.   

– This persecution began in A.D. 64.  Peter himself is said to have 
been martyred about A.D. 67 by Nero. 
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THEME & PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF FIRST PETER: 

• Peter’s main thrust is to give us the proper response of the 
child of God when we are made to suffer for Christ. 

• Peter forewarns them that trials are coming. 

– They are told not to be surprised, but to stand faithfully 
without wavering. 

– Jesus Christ is given as an example of overcoming 
suffering.   

– As they endure he reminds them not to become bitter or 
anxious. 

– “The grace of God in their salvation (1:1-2:10) should 
give them an attitude of submission (2:11-3:12 – this is 
in the context of suffering for the name of Christ.”  
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CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF FIRST PETER: 
• The Christian lives in a hostile world. 
• Peter sets before us Jesus Christ not only as our 

example but also as our hope and the basis for 
our “living hope” and “inheritance” 
– (1:3-4) - Our relationship with Him should 

provide joy  
– (1:8) - He provides redemption for all who 

trust in Him. 
– He is the “Shepherd and Guardian” of our 

souls (2:25 & 5:4). 
– At His second coming faithful Christians will 

receive “the unfading crown of glory” (5:4). 
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CONTRIBUTION TO THE BIBLE OF THE BOOK OF 
FIRST PETER: 

• Some have likened this book to that of Job 
in the Old Testament because of its twin 
themes of undeserved suffering and faithful 
submission to God’s rule.  

• Peter lists 34 imperatives from 1:13 through 
5:9.   
– These are authoritative and yet reveal his 

compassion.   
• Peter reveals a wide knowledge of the Old 

Testament Scriptures and makes good use 
of them for his themes.   
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SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF FIRST PETER: 

• Peter begins by talking of the Salvation Of The 
Believer in 1:1 through 2:12.   

– He follows this by a discussion of the Submission Of 
Believers in 2:13 through 3:12. 

– He concludes with lessons on the Suffering Of The 
Believer in 3:13 through 5:14. 

• Salvation Of The Believer, 1:1-2:12.   

– He discusses the beliefs of Christians and their need 
of holiness.   

– After speaking of their salvation in the first 12 verses, 
he moves on in 1:13 - 2:12 to cover their need of 
being sanctified. 
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SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF FIRST PETER: 
• Submission Of Believers, 2:13-3:12. He discusses our behavior and the 

need to live in harmony with man and God.   

– In 2:13-17 Peter commands submission to the Government.   

– In 2:18-25 he requires submission of Christians in all business 
dealings. 

– In 3:1-8 he commands mutual submission and care in marriage.   

– In 3:9-12 he speaks of submission in every area of our lives.  

• Suffering Of The Believer, 3:13-5:14. He discusses our trials and 
tribulations and our need of humility in overcoming them.   

– In 3:13-17 he covers our conduct in righteous suffering.   

– In 3:18-4:6 He gives us Christ as our example.   

– In 4:7-19 he gives a series of general commands to enable us to 
endure our suffering.   

– In 5:1-14 he tells us of the work we must continue with even while 
suffering. 
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