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The Christian and How To Enjoy 
God’s Blessings 

James 4:6 
“But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God 

resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.”  
 

Proverbs 3:34 
“Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace 

unto the lowly.”  
 

The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 
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Only When Man’s Spirit Submits To God Can …. 
• God’s Blessings Be Enjoyed: 

– The tense “God Gives Grace” is present, thus indicating that God Grace 
is given continually. 
• Not only is it given to men when our sins are pardoned but on a 

daily basis for our needs – cf. Heb 4:16 
– The Word “more” is comparative – and literally means “greater”. 

• Compare 3:1 where this is elsewhere used. 
• Means that God’s Grace and blessings are far more superior to 

those offered by the world. 
• BUT: “God has set a high standard for whole hearted love and 

devotion on the part of His people, but He gives grace that is 
greater than the rigorous demands He has made.” – Donald W. 
Burdick, Expository Commentary – pg. 194 
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Only When Man’s Spirit Submits To God Can …. 

• God’s Grace is granted to the Humble: 
– The tense here in James 4:7-10 is Aorists in the Greek and 

is a call for decisive action. 
• Submit to God – Matt 16:24 – “Yield to His Will” 

• Resist the Devil – 1 Peter 5:8-9 – “Don’t yield to the enemy” 

• Draw Near To God – Heb. 10:22 – “In Full assurance & Faith” 

• Cleanse your Hands – Lk. 13:3; 1 John 1:9 – “in repentance” 

• Purify you hearts – 1 Peter 1:22 – “in obeying truth” 

• Lament, mourn and weep – Matt 5:4 – “godly sorrow” 

• Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord – 1 Peter 5:6 
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Only When Man’s Spirit Submits To God Can …. 
• God is infinitely Holy, and there is only one way that man can approach 

and be acceptable by Him. 
– 2 Chronicles 15:2 – “And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, 

Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The LORD is with you, 
while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if 
ye forsake him, he will forsake you.” – Azariah to Asa King of Judah. 

– Jeremiah 29:13 – “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall 
search for me with all your heart.” 

– Isaiah 55:6-7 – “Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon 
him while he is near:  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and 
he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.”    
• The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 
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Humility is Manifested In Several Ways …. 
• The humble will not run their brethren down – vrs 11-12 

– Must not judge one another – Rom. 14:1-3 

• Those who do this are guilty of a deeper infraction of 
Divine Will – because they judge the Law: 

– Law of God says love your neighbor – Lev. 19:18 

– James calls this the “Royal Law” 

– Jesus refers to it as the second great commandment 

• One who speaks against his brother basically says that 
this law is not worthy to be followed. 

– This is evident in the rebellious attitude 

– And a haughty spirit because it usurps God’s position 
as the law-giver. 
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Humility is Manifested In Several Ways …. 
• The humble avoid arrogant, self-sufficiency – vrs 

13-17 
– Worldly people make plans without God in mind: 

• They boast in their arrogance – James 4:16 
– The humble before God – says “If the Lord Wills” – 

James 4:15 

– James 4:17 – “Therefore to him that knoweth to do 
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 
• This is a reminder that one must do the will of God, as the 

opportunity presents itself. 
• To fail to do the best we can and to constantly submit unto God 

– is SIN. 
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Humility is Manifested In Several Ways …. 
• The humble will be patient and persevering even 

when mistreated – James 5:1-11 
– James urges the rich to repent of their crimes: 

• They Hoarded their wealth – vrs 2-3 

• They kept the laborers’ wages – vrs 4 

• They lived in luxury and self-indulgence – vrs 5 

• They murdered innocent men – vrs 6 cf. 1 Kings 21 and the 
account of Ahab. 

– The question is WHO is James addressing these words of 
Repentance too? 

Lesson # 8 – The Book of James – Part 2  

1/26/2017 NT SURVEY – PART FOUR (2THESSALONIANS - REVELATION) Slide 8 



Humility is Manifested In Several Ways …. 
• The Who of James 5:2-6 

– These are NOT CHRISTIANS but those who are OPPESSING 
CHRISTIANS: 
• Note: Isaiah 13:6 – “Howl ye; for the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall 

come as a destruction from the Almighty.” 
• Isaiah 19:4 – “And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel 

lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord, the LORD of 
hosts.” 

• Isaiah 33:1 – “Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled; and 
dealest treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously with thee! when 
thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; and when thou shalt make 
an end to deal treacherously, they shall deal treacherously with thee.”  
– The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 

– The announcements may not be heard by the nations – but the 
children of God would and that is comforting. 
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Humility is Manifested In Several Ways …. 
• Christians are to be patient – “the attitude of self-

restraint that does not try to get even when 
wronged” --- Lightfoot 
– Remember that tho’ we may be discouraged the Lord has 

promised – Gal. 6:9 

– James here points to three illustrations of being patient: 
• The farmer waits for the harvest – James 5:7 

• The prophets endured suffering – James 5:10 

• Job persevered and was blessed in the end – James 5:11 
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Humility is Manifested In Several Ways …. 
• Lastly the humble before God recognize the value of 

their words – James 5:12 
– The Pharisees did not consider the value of their words – 

Matt 23:16-22 

– Jesus forbids or prohibited swearing – Matt 5:33-37 

– The Christians Word is his BOND! 

• When the cares, riches and pleasures of this world 
become to dominate one’s thinking and actions – 
little is left for diligent service to God – Matt 13:22 

Lesson # 8 – The Book of James – Part 2  

1/26/2017 NT SURVEY – PART FOUR (2THESSALONIANS - REVELATION) Slide 11 



The Effectiveness of Prayer – James 5: 13-18 
• Prayer and Praise are natural responses of the child of God with regards 

to the various circumstances we face in life: 

– Psalm 46:1 – “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble.” 

– 1 Peter 3:12 – “For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and 

his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is 

against them that do evil.” 

– Psalm 62:8 – “Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart 

before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah.” 

– Matthew 7:9-11 – “Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask 

bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a 

serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 

children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give 

good things to them that ask him?” 
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The Effectiveness of Prayer – James 5: 13-18 
• James has already dealt with Prayer in this Epistle: 

– James 1:2 – “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;” 

– James 1:5 – “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” 

– In this passage we are encouraged to pray in every circumstance of life: 

•  James 5:13-16 – “Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let 
him sing psalms. Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of 
the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise 
him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. Confess 
your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 
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The Effectiveness of Prayer – James 5: 13-18 
• When should one “call Upon God” in Prayer: 

– Pray when suffering – vrs 13 

• Same word used in James 5:10 as it regarded the prophets 

• Paul suffered when he was put in chains for preaching the gospel – 2 
Tim. 2:9 

• The good soldier of Christ endures the suffering – 2  Tim 2:3 ; 4:5 

• Thus this suffering is trouble and hardship. 

– Sing when cheerful – vrs 13 

• Can sing in the midst of adversity – Acts 16:25; 5:41 and James 1:2 

• The singing of psalms – from “psallo” 

– Col. 3:16; Eph 5:19 
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The Effectiveness of Prayer – James 5: 13-18 
• When should one “call Upon God” in Prayer: 

– Pray when we are sick – vrs 14-15 

• Two words used here: “asthenia” meaning 

to be weak, feeble, sick.   Found in Matt 

10:8; Acts 9:37; Phil. 2:26-27 and 2 Tim. 

4:20 

• And “Kamnonta” – meaning “to work, 

hence the effect of constant work, to be 

weary.” Found in Heb 12:3 
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The Effectiveness of Prayer – James 5: 13-18 
• When should one “call Upon God” in Prayer: 

• Vines says: The choice of this verb instead of the repetition of 
No. 1 (v. 14, see above), is suggestive of the common 
accompaniment of “sickness,” weariness of mind (which is the 
meaning of this verb), which not infrequently hinders physical 
recovery; hence this special cause is here intimated in the 
general idea of “sickness.” 

• Berry’s Greek Interlinear translates this as – “the prayer of faith 
shall save the exhausted one…” 

– Thus what is suggested here in vrs 15 is that the healing is NOT 
physical healing but the forgiveness of sin – cf. 1 Peter 2:24; Isa. 53:5 
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The Effectiveness of Prayer – James 5: 13-18 

• Why call for the Elders and Why use Oil? 
– Elders would pray and they would anoint with oil: 

• The anointing is a participle and thus secondary.  Showing that 
the oil anointing is medicinal in use. 

• Note the good Samaritan – Lk. 10:34 cf Isa 1:6 
• Note: Jer 8:22 cf Jer 46:11 

– Sometimes oil is used in ceremonial use: 
• Ritual of appointment – 1 Sam 16:13 
• Power to heal the sick in Mk. 6:13 
• Calling attention to the miracle: 

– Ie. Like The laying on of hands – Matt 8:3; 15 
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The Effectiveness of Prayer – James 5: 13-18 

• Read Psa 34 --- Ask yourself – DOES GOD REALLY DO THAT 
TODAY? 

– Does God react in response to our prayers – James 5:16b says YES! 

• James 1:5 says YES! 

• Luke 11:5-13 says YES! 

– IS GOD any different today? Vrs 17 

– Why do we not believe God acts on behalf of His people? 

• Is God indifferent? – 1 Peter 3:12 

• In God unable to act? – Eph 3:20 

• Has God abandoned His children? – Heb 13:5-6 
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