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2nd & 3rd John 
The small epistles in the N.T. make excellent 

sermons & Bible Class Material: 

They have their own Introduction and 
Conclusion and Outline 
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• Verse 2 
– “The elder” - John the apostle was older when he wrote 2 and 3 John. 

• The name “John” is not mentioned in either of these epistles, but 
neither is his name mentioned in the gospel of John or 1 John. 

• It is mentioned several times in the Book of Revelation. 
– The books of 2 and 3 John are thought to have been written at the 

close of the first century. 
• “To the elect lady” - This is some well-known sister. Her name is not given. 

– “Whom I love in truth” - There are two possibilities here: 
• Whom I truly love. 
• Whom I love with reference to the truth. 

– “But also those who have known the truth” - This sister was both 
widely and favorably known. She had a sister who was also a Christian 
- 2 John 13 
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“TO THE ELECT LADY …” 



“TRUTH and GRACE” 
• Verse 2 

– The truth abides in our hearts. 2 Cor. 4:16 
• The truth abides in hearts as we believe, love, live, and defend it. 
• It will be with us forever. 1 Pet. 1:23-25 

 

• Verse 3 
– “Grace” - God’s favor; “Mercy” - God’s compassion; “Peace” - God’s 

tranquility. 
• There are no greater blessings afforded to man. 

– “The Son of the Father, in truth and love.” - There are two 
possibilities here: 
• Grace, mercy and peace comes from the Father and the Son by means of 

the truth and from their love. 
• Or Perhaps it refers to the “Son of the Father” in truth and love; e.g., He is 

the “Son of His love.” 
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• Verse 4-6 
– This verse is similar to 2 John 3-4. 

• It is wonderful to hear about others who continue to walk in 
truth. 

– “That we love one another.” 
• John spoke of love often and is called the “apostle of love.” 
• “Love” is the badge of discipleship. 
• To overcome division, brethren must hold fast the truth with 

genuine love in their hearts for each other. 
– “This is love, that we walk according to His commandments.” - 

Love toward God involves not some great, warm feeling, but 
keeping God’s commandments. John 14:15; 1 John 2:3-5; 5:3 

• “You should walk in it.” John is exhorting us toward love and 
obedience. 

“Walking In Truth” 
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• Verses 7-11 
– “For many deceivers have gone out into the world” - This is true even 

more so today. 2 Tim. 3:13 
– “Who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh.” 

• These were the Gnostics who taught that all flesh was evil and, 
therefore, Christ (or Deity) could not have dwelt in a fleshly body. 

• They denied that Jesus Christ had come in the flesh. 1 John 2:22-
23; 4:3 

– There are brethren today who deny that Jesus was God while here on 
earth. They claim that Jesus gave up His Deity when He came to earth. 

• “Look to yourselves” - Jesus often said, “Take heed to yourselves.” 
– “That we may receive a full reward.” Our reward can be taken away 

through: 
• Deceivers - Col. 2:8,18 
• Our own sins - Isa. 59:2 
• Losing interest in spiritual things. Luke 8:14 

THE RISE OF DECEIVERS 
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THE RISE OF DECEIVERS 
• “Transgresses” - Literally, “to go beyond.” 

– “Doctrine of Christ” 
– Some say that verse 9 can only be applied to the doctrine about Christ; e.g., 

the Gnostics who denied that Jesus Christ came in the flesh. 
• However, the verse begins with “whoever.” It refers to anyone who goes 

beyond the doctrine of Christ. 
• The “doctrine of Christ” refers to: (1) The teaching about Christ (2) All that 

Christ taught. 
• “Does not have God.” Those who do not abide in the doctrine of Christ forfeit 

fellowship with God. 
– Out of love and respect for God, let us abide in only that which is written. 
– We are not to greet, nor extend the hospitality of our homes to those who do 

not abide in the doctrine of Christ. 
• It is much easier to overlook and tolerate than to correct and rebuke those 

in error. 
• Nevertheless, we are to reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 

teaching. 2 Tim. 4:2; Eph. 5:11 
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• The Son of God - Matt. 16:16; 26:63-64 
• The only begotten of the Father - John 1:14 
• Is the Messiah (Greek: Christos) - Isa. 7:14; 9:6; John 1:41 
• Christ is the true God - John 1:1; Col 1:15-19; 2:9; Titus 2:13; 

1 John 5:20 
• Christ is the eternally blessed God. Rom. 9:5 
• Christ is true man (proved by his dying) - Matt. 27:50; John 

19:30; Acts 2:22-24 
• Called the First and Last - Isa. 41:4; 44:6; Rev. 1:17; 2:8 
• Called the Alpha and Omega - Rev. 1:8; 21:6; Rev. 22:13-16 
• Is King of Kings - Rev. 1:5; 17:14; 1 Tim. 1:17 

THE DEITY OF JESUS 
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THE DEITY OF JESUS 
• Is the Power and Wisdom of God - 1 Cor. 1:24 
• Is the Glory of God - 1 Cor. 2:8; Heb. 1:3; James 2:1 
• Is Eternal - Micah 5:2; John 1:1; Col 1:17; Heb 1:10-12 
• Is Omniscient - Luke 6:8; John 6:64 
• Is Unchangeable - Mal. 3:6; Heb. 1:12; 13:8 
• Is Lord of all - Acts 10:36; Rom. 10:12 
• Wise men worshiped Him - Matt. 2:2,11 
• He accepted Thomas' worship - John 20:28 
• To see Jesus was to have seen the Father - John 14:8-10 
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In Conclusion 
• Verses 12-13 

– To make a phone call or send a letter is good, but a personal visit is 
better. 

– “The children of your elect sister greet you.” - Again, we do not 
know who these are. 

• Some of the lessons to be learned from this epistle are: 
– We should always be concerned about the faithful walking in truth. 

Let us lend instruction and encouragement whenever we can. 

– False doctrine will condemn. Let us abide in the doctrine of Christ, 
and let us have no fellowship with those who do not do so. 
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3rd John 
• John gives his own brief introduction. 

– “THE ELDER” - This is the same title as given in the book of 2 John. 
John is now older. 

– No one knows the date of 3 John, but it is thought to have been 
written near to the close of John’s life around the close of the first 
century. 

• “To the beloved Gaius” - There are five individuals by the 
name of Gaius who are mentioned in the N.T. Acts 19:29; 
20:4; Rom. 16:23; 1 Cor. 1:14; 3 John 1 
– No one knows if any of these were the same person to whom John 

was writing. 
• “Whom I love in truth” - John mentions Gaius as the 

“beloved” four times in this short epistle. 
– Gaius was, no doubt, a close friend to John, and a fine Christian that 

John truly loved. 

Lesson # 11 – General Epistles of John 

1/28/2017 NT SURVEY – PART FOUR (2THESSALONIANS - REVELATION) Slide 11 



A GOOD NAME 
• Verse 2 

– John and the N.T. writers set the example of praying for fellow Christians. 
– John prays that Gaius might enjoy good health to the degree: “just as your 

soul prospers.” 
• Sadly, with many the opposite is true. Their spiritual health does not 

measure up to their physical health. 
• Verses 3-4 

– The tense of the word “came” in the Greek is “were continually coming.” 
• Gaius had a good reputation (a good name) in the brotherhood. Prov. 

22:1 
– Verse 4 indicates that Gaius was one of John’s spiritual children.  

• Paul had spiritual children. 1 Cor. 4:15; 1 Tim. 1:2 
– The good reports about Gaius (that he was walking in truth) caused John to 

have the greatest joy. 
• 1 Thess. 2:19-20 - To keep ourselves faithful, and to convert some lost 

soul to Christ is the greatest work we can do on this earth. 
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HELPING THOSE WHO WORK IN THE KINGDOM OF THE LORD 

• Verses 5-8 
– “And for strangers” - Heb. 13:2 
– The phrase “send them forward on their journey” is one word in the 

Greek, and it involved “practical assistance to servants of God in 
their journeys” (Vine), “escort or aid in travel” (Strong). 
• By Gaius’ example, we are encouraged to individually support preachers of 

the gospel. Titus 3:13; Gal. 6:6 
– “Because they went forth” - They left the comfort and security of 

their homes to preach the gospel. 
• “For His name sake” - For the sake of the name of Christ they went forth. 
• “Taking nothing of the Gentiles” - It is not wise to take money while trying 

to make converts, or from new converts. 
– Consider Paul’s example while at Corinth. 2 Cor. 11:8-9 

– Verse 8 - When we support preachers, we share with them in the 
rewards. Phil. 1:3-7; Matt. 10:41 
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A TROUBLE MAKER IN THEIR MIDST 
• Verses 9-12 

– In these verses Diotrephes is condemned, and Demetrius is commended. 

– Probably, all three of these men (Gaius, Diotrephes, and Demetrius) were 

members of the same congregation. 

• “I wrote to the church” - Some letters were not preserved by God; however, 

we have sufficient Scriptures to make the man of God perfect. 2 Tim. 3:16-17 
– “Preeminence” - Diotrephes loved to have first place. 

• This is a very real problem in many congregations today, especially in 
the smaller ones. 

• Usually, a good teacher is well liked, and he can become inflated with 
pride and step out of place. 

• “Does not receive us” - Diotrephes rejected the authority of the 
apostle John. 
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A TROUBLE MAKER IN THEIR MIDST 
• “Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds” - John was 

willing to take his stand against Diotrephes.  
– To withstand strong, prominent leaders is very hard to do. 

– “Prating” - This refers to empty, meaningless talk; wild charges 
which cannot be proven. 

– “With malicious words” - This refers to words marked by 
malice or ill-will. It refers to words intended to hurt or destroy. 

– “Putting them out of the church” - This shows that Diotrephes 
was a man of preeminence and power. 

 
• He cast out of the church those whom he did not favor. 
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A TROUBLE MAKER IN THEIR MIDST 
• Verses 9-12 
• “Do not imitate what is evil” - Do not imitate deeds similar 

to those of Diotrephes. Rom. 16:17-18 
– “But what is good” - Imitate those who follow in the way of 

righteousness. Phil. 3:17 
– Nothing further is known of Demetrius. He had a good testimony: 

• “From all” - From all who knew him. 
• “From the truth itself” - The truth bore witness of what kind of person he 

was, which means he lived in harmony with it. 
• “And we also bear witness” - John and his companions bore a good 

testimony of Demetrius. 

• “And you know that our testimony is true” - Gaius knew that 
John would give a true testimony. John 19:35; 21:24 
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THE PERSONAL VISIT 
• Verses 13-14 

– Like his words in 2 John 12, John had many other things to 
say, but he wanted to visit Gaius instead. 

• Letters or phone calls are good, but a personal visit is 
better. 

– “Peace to you.” To have peace within our hearts, family, and 
congregation is a great blessing. 

– “Greet the friends by name.” - We need to work at learning 
the names of our brethren.  

• There is something warm about hearing one’s own name 
called. 
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In Conclusion 
• Lessons from this short epistle: 

– Let us do our best to help and support 
preachers/teachers and workers in the Lord’s 
Vineyard. 

• We need to always be humble, not like Diotrephes 
who loved preeminence. 

• To have a good reputation like Gaius and 
Demetrius is what we need to seek after. 

– This comes by godly living. 
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