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THE BOOK OF JUDE 

The Theme: “CONTEND FOR 
THE FAITH, ONCE FOR ALL 

DELIEVERD TO THE SAINTS." 
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Outline 
• Desires of Jude (1,2) 

• Declaration of Spiritual Warfare Against All Apostates 

(3,4) 

• Damnation and Outcome of Apostates (5–7) 

• Denunciation of Apostates (8–16) 

• Defenses Against Apostates (17–23) 

• “Doxology” of Jude (24,25) 

• In Christian religious services, a hymn, prayer, or 

formula of worship in praise of God. 
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Introduction to the book of Jude 
• Little is known of this writer's identity. 

• It appears from the opinions of several commentators that 
this Jude was the tenth named apostle of Matthew 10:3 
namely Thaddaeus.  

• He was later called Judas, the son of James in Luke 6:16 and 
finally, in the King James Version, he was referred to by the 
name of Lebbaeus (Matthew 10:3).  

• While this is confusing to many, it was not uncommon for 
men to have been given several names in the first century.  

• His given name of Judas was a direct extraction from the 
name of Jacob's son Judah which would have been an honor 
to wear. 
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Introduction to the book of Jude 
• There are several reasons for believing that Thaddaeus was the Jude who 

authored this book. 

• First of all, James, the son of Zebedee and brother of John the beloved, 
had been dead for about 17-18 years at the time of this epistle.  

• Hence, referring to him would have had little impact, and since this 
James was famous for his brother John, the other son of Zebedee, 
there is no mention in any of the three listings of him being related to 
these two "sons of thunder.“ 

• And since the more famous James had long-since been put to death, it 
is likely that this Jude was the brother of James, the son of Alphaeus 
who is often referred to as James "the lesser."  

• Because of Paul's comments in Galatians 1:19, some think he was the 
half-brother or cousin of Jesus.  

• Regardless of his familial relationship, he was an inspired writer.  
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• The date of this book is placed by many in the late sixties, perhaps as late as 66 
AD.  

• This would put it at about the time Paul had returned to Rome.  

• There is nothing, however, which enables us to know the date of the book 
with certainty. 

• Christians in the first century were surrounded by immorality.  

• In the Roman Empire it was fashionable for men to marry their sisters, to 
engage in homosexual acts and to serve the creature rather than the 
creator.  

• Public bathing, and sexual orgies in the Roman baths were considered 
normal behavior during these times.  

• Some false teachers were even condoning participation in such things.  

• From various sources, Christians were being drawn away from the purity 
of the Gospel.  

• Jude warns against these dangers. 
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QUESTIONS FROM JUDE 1:1 
• In connection with Jude 1:1 the question has been asked:  

• Whether these men, “James and Jude” were also apostles”. 

• In Brother Howard Justice’s work he concluded from his 

study that the authors of the books bearing these names 

were both apostles.  

• This conclusion is most strongly substantiated by Galatians 

1:19 which refers to James as an apostle.   

• It was not presented as the only possible conclusion, 

however among older commentaries the view that both 

men were apostles is quite common. 
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QUESTIONS FROM JUDE 1:1 
• Many recent commentators think neither were apostles.  

• They must then understand the word "apostle" in Galatians 1:19 in its 
meaning of "missionary" or "messenger" (as in Acts 14:14, Rom 16:7 
and 2 Cor 8:23).  

• Another issue involved is what is meant when James is called "the Lord's 
brother" (Galatians 1:19).  

• Jesus’ brothers did not believe in him during His ministry (John 7:5) so 
could not have been among the twelve.  

• There is some evidence, however, that James the son of Alpheus (or 
Cleopas) and Judas (Luke 6:15,16; Acts 1:13) were cousins of Jesus 
(Mark 15:40; John 19:25) a relationship to which the word brother 
could also refer.   

• It is all rather complicated and in the final analysis, does not really 
matter much. 
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Comments On JUDE 1:1 

• What is meant when Jude refers to himself as the “servant of 

Jesus Christ.” 

• This unique relationship is shared by all who obey the 

gospel which was revealed by the Holy Spirit.  

• And, we must always be mindful that we are the servants 

and He is the Master of our lives.  

• When we set out each day to navigate on the sea of life, He 

is to be our Captain.  

• Without Him, we would be lost. 
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Comments On JUDE 1:2 
• The wishing of mercy, peace and love for these disciples was timely, given the 

impending events that were unfolding for these brethren.  

• It is mercy, first and foremost, that each of them needed from the Father; 
mercy from Him so that they would not suffer beyond their ability to bear it. 

• He wished them peace and certainly it was going to be a trying period, perhaps 
the most trying period of anyone's life punctuated by the carnal persecutions 
and death that many were about to undergo. 

• And finally, he wished them love.  

• Of course, this was the "agape" love that comes from the throne of God 
and that is to fill the hearts of each and every Christian.  

• It was the same love that Jesus exhibited by going to His death upon the 
cross for the sins of mankind. It was this same love that would cause many 
Christians to turn their cheeks to the Roman sword and to surrender their 
lives for the cause of Christ.    
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THE NEED TO CONTEND FOR THE FAITH-  Jude v. 3 

• The great exhortation to "Earnestly contend for the faith which was 

once for all delivered to the saints," was made necessary by the 

activities of the: 

• gnostics: - “somebody who believes in Gnosticism” 

• speculation, - “a conclusion, theory, or opinion based on incomplete 

information or evidence” 

• mysticism, - “the belief that personal communication or union with 

the divine is achieved through intuition, faith, ecstasy, or sudden 

insight rather than through rational thought” 

• separatism, - “somebody who breaks away from or who is in favor 

of breaking away from a religious group, a country, or a group or 

organization of any sort” 
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THE NEED TO CONTEND FOR THE FAITH-  Jude v. 3 

• docetism – “in Christianity, an early heresy that claimed that 
Jesus Christ was not a real person”,  

• asceticism – “self-denial, especially as a principled way of 
life”,  

• syncretism – “the attempted combination of different systems 
of philosophical or religious belief or practice”,  

• reactionism – “an emotional or intellectual response that 
something arouses”,  

• theosophism – “the teachings of the Theosophical Society, a 
religious movement founded in New York in 1875, 
incorporating chiefly Buddhist and Brahmanic theories such as 
reincarnation and karma” 

Lesson # 10 – The books 2nd Peter and Jude 

1/26/2017 NT SURVEY – PART FOUR (2THESSALONIANS - REVELATION) Slide 12 



THE NEED TO CONTEND FOR THE FAITH-  Jude v. 3 
• antinomianism – “a belief that Christians are not bound by 

established laws, especially moral laws, but should rely on 

faith and divine grace for salvation” ,  

• dualism – “the religious doctrine that two opposed and 

antagonistic forces of good and evil determine the course of 

events”, 

• elitism/neopharisaism – “the belief that some people or things 

are inherently superior to others and deserve preeminence, 

preferential treatment, or higher rewards because of their 

superiority” ,  

• universalism – “the doctrine of salvation for all souls”.   
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THE NEED TO CONTEND FOR THE FAITH-  Jude v. 3 

• Jude characterized them thus:  "crept in," so, they were 

Creepers!   

• Filthy dreamers, did what they said came "naturally. 

• Jude said, "Woe" to them, Feeding themselves, 

Murmurer’s, Mockers, and he said they separated 

themselves, because they were the Elitists, thought of 

themselves as the deep thinkers, ie, the higher 

thinkers.   

• All of which leads us to the great need to build ourselves 

up in the faith. 
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THE NEED TO BUILD OURSELVES UP  -  Jude v. 20 
• BUILDING OURSELVES UP: 

• Saints are not separatists, not sensual, not unspiritual, but 
we are the "beloved" of God, instructed to build ourselves 
up. 
• Building is a common metaphor representative of growth 

in the N.T.  Eph. 2:20;  1 Cor. 3:16-17 
• "Most holy faith"  MacKnight, Lange, and Lenski all affirm 

that this FAITH is objective, therefore we are told to build 
ourselves up in THE FAITH!   
• We affirm that whatever causes Faith can build the Faith! 
• Rom. 1:16-17;  Rom. 10:17;  2 Cor. 5:7 

• This is antithetical to vss. 18-19   
• These are called "mockers"  Remember Gal. 6:7  God is 

not mocked "successfully.“ 
• These "Walk after their own lusts,"  Remember Rom. 

8:13-14  
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THE NEED TO BUILD OURSELVES UP  -  Jude v. 20 

• Three REASONS WE NEED STRONGER FAITH: 

• v. 22  The sincere doubter needs mercy and 
WE must extend it. - Matt. 28:19-20;  Mk. 
16:15-16 

• v. 23a - We must snatch them out of the fire.  

•Snatch 1st and comfort later. 

• v. 23b - Hating the garment spotted by the 
flesh. 

• This has been described as cautious 
compassion.  Gal. 6:1;  Jas. 5:19-20 
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THE NEED TO BUILD OURSELVES UP  -  Jude v. 20 
• WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF FAILING TO BUILD 

OURSELVES UP IN THE FAITH? 

• History shows us the 1st major departure from The Faith 
when Metropolitan Bishops were elevated above the country 
bishops. 

• This was foretold by Paul.  Acts 20:30  Remember, v.28? 

• Our restoration history is tainted with the establishment of 
the Missionary Society and Orphans Homes and Herald Of 
Truth, all of which violate the organization of the church! 

• How did the Boston Discipling movement despise and 
reject and abandon the N.T. organization of the church? 

• Answer- They just rewrote THE FAITH! 
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THE NEED TO BUILD OURSELVES UP  -  Jude v. 20 

• Mysticism and Copycat religions continue to 
plague the church. 

• There have always been mimics - Remember 
the magicians who mimicked the miracles of 
Moses and Aaron?  Jn. 8:32; John 14:6;  
John 17:17 

• Faith healers are thriving, miracles workers 
abound, Filipino non-surgical healers 
continue to "wow" some folks. 2 Co. 5:7 
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THE NEED TO BUILD OURSELVES UP  -  Jude v. 20 

• Elitists existed in Jesus' day and ours also.  Gnostics have had an 
impact - Lovers of knowledge.  2 Tim. 3:7 

• Today some are asking for a "Higher" degree of christianity. 

• Some have accepted so-called higher standards of ethics  & 
morality, prayer-partners, confessors.   

• (Jas. 5:16 makes the activity of confession a reciprocal act, NOT 
a 1-way street of highly personal infomation passed on to others) 

• Luke 18:11 – “God I thank thee that I am not as other men 
are” 

• Some in today's generation are eagerly falling all over each other in 
condemning the past generation for the way they mishandled the 
institutional challenges to the church.   

• This puts a premium on hindsight and depreciates the courage of 
those who stood up to those challenges to our FAITH. 
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IN CONCLUSION: 

• Contend means Offense and Defense.  cp. Neh. 

4:17-18    

• Contend means preparation is necessary for the 

fights to come.   

• Who will assume the responsibility to be ready to 

defend The Faith?  1 Pet. 3:15.  

• For us it will include  John 5:39 and Acts 17:11 
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• In Jesus' parable of the sower, Matt. 13:25  it is while the men were 
SLEEPING that the enemy came!   

• Whether it is premature endorsement, whether it is One cup 
doctrine, whether it is NeoIsraelism, liberalism, gnosticism, 
spiritualism, New Ageism, or any form of Elitism....all are forms of 
modernism and remind us of Deut. 4:2;  2 John 9;  1 Tim. 4:13, 15 

• If we don't preserve THE FAITH, that faith which gives us our Faith, 
how will we, or future generations of Christians really be able to "live 
by faith???“ 

• “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present 
you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 
To the only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and forever.  Amen.” Jude 24-25 
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