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• The 4th century BC has been eventful for the 
Jewish people: 

– Exiled to Babylon, they witness the fall of a 
mighty empire before their very eyes as the 
Persians invade. 

• Permitted to return to the land of Israel by 
the Persian emperor Cyrus in 539 BC, they 
reluctantly take up the offer, with only 
42,000 of their number actually returning. 

– The returnees' attempts to rebuild the 
Temple in Jerusalem are aborted early as 
their angry neighbors, the not-so-good 
Samaritans complain to the emperor. 







• The next Persian monarch, Darius I, allows 
the rebuilding of the Temple in 523-515 BC. 

– 458 - The Jewish people living in the land of Israel 
are re-energized spiritually thanks to the leadership 
of Ezra and the Men of the Great Assembly. 

• In Persia, Haman, the chief minister to the 
King hatches a plot to annihilate the Jews. 
But Queen Esther (who is secretly Jewish) 
comes to the rescue in 486 BC. 

• 480 B.C.E. A Persian army of 180,000 defeats 
the Greeks at Thermopylae. The Greek fleet 
defeats the Persians at the battle of Salamis. 

• 479 B.C.E. The Greeks defeat the Persian 
army and navy. 

 



• 478 B.C. The Delian League is organized. 

• 468 B.C. The Greeks drive the Persians from 
southwestern Asia Minor. 

• 465 B.C. Artaxerxes I rules Persia. 

• 460 B.C. The Egyptians rebel against Persia. 
The age of Pericles begins in Athens. 

– c.460 B.C. Malachi, last prophet of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, warns Israel to be true and faithful in 
service to God. 

– 458 B.C. Ezra the Priest returns to Jerusalem to 
teach the Jewish people proper conduct according 
to the Torah, the Law of God. Ezra becomes the 
father of modern Judaism, emphasizing individual 
obedience to the Law, and also establishes the men 
of the Great Synagogue to render authoritative 
judgments for Israel on faith and practice. 



• 457 B.C. First Peloponnesian war begins 
between Athens and Sparta, the second 
breaks out in 431. 

• c.450 B.C. The historian, Herodotus, visits 
Egypt. Carthage develops new trading centers 
on African coasts. 

• 450 B.C. The "Twelve Tables," the laws of 
Rome, are written. 

• 449 B.C. A Holy War erupts between Sparta 
and Athens over the oracle of Delphi. 

• 448 B.C. The Persian-Athenian wars end with 
Peace of Callias. 

• 447 B.C. Athenians begin building the 
Parthenon. 



• 446 B.C. The "30 Years' Peace" between 
Athens and Sparta begins. 

– 445 B.C. Nehemiah is sent by the Persian ruler 
Artaxerxes as governor of Judah and to rebuild the 
walls of Jerusalem. Nehemiah and Ezra work 
together to elevate the situation of the Jewish 
people in Judah and Jerusalem. 

• 440 B.C. Plebians in Rome win right to marry 
patricians. 

– 430 B.C. Plague epidemic breaks out in Athens. 

– 429 B.C. Pericles dies of the plague. The Acropolis is 
completed. 

– 427 B.C. Birth of Plato. 

– It is now 334/333 BC and the last of the Men of the 
Great Assembly, Shimon HaTzaddik, is High Priest.  

– On the other side of Mediterranean, a new threat is 
looming. It is called Greece. 





• The origins of Greece are shrouded in 
mystery and date back to the time of 
Abraham, 18th century BC, or perhaps even 
earlier.  

• Historians disagree as to where the Greeks 
came from.  
– They could have been people migrating down from 

Asia down through Europe and settling in the Greek 
Isles, or they could have been seafaring people who 
settled along the coast. 

• Whoever they were, the earliest inhabitants 
of mainland Greece (called Mycenaeans after 
excavations found at Mycenae) developed an 
advanced culture.  
– But, around 1100 BC, the Mycenaeans were invaded 

by barbarians called Dorians and all their civilization 
disappeared. Greece went into a "Dark Age" to re-
emerge hundreds of years later.  



• Either were Neolithic 
farmers who migrated 
from Asia Minor around 
3000 BC 

• Or were an Indo-
European tribe from 
southern Russia who 
migrated into the 
region around 2300 BC 

• In either case, when 
people did arrive in the 
peninsula, they soon 
came into contact with 
an already civilized 
people who lived on the 
nearby island of Crete 

– The Minoans 

Minoan and Mycenaean 
Civilizations, c. 2000–1200 B.C.



• Neolithic settlements 
date back to 4000 BC 
– Early farmers 

probably came into 
contact with Middle 
Eastern civilization 
around 3000 BC 

• Had developed an 
advanced civilization 
of their own by 2000 
BC 
– Expressed in the 

construction and 
decoration of huge 
palace complexes 
• Largest one at 

Knossos 

Minoan and Mycenaean 
Civilizations, c. 2000–1200 B.C.



• Complicated structures 
consisting of a honeycomb of 
various rooms surrounding a 
large courtyard 

• Huge 
– Knossos covered three acres 

• Well-built 
– Strong foundations meant to 

withstand earthquakes 
• Many rooms decorated with 

brightly colored frescoes that 
depicted various aspects of 
Minoan life 
– Know from them that men 

were clean shaven and 
generally wore short kilts 

– Women had elaborate hair-
dos and wore dresses with 
wide sleeves and pinched-in 
waists 

Minoan and Mycenaean 
Civilizations, c. 2000–1200 B.C.



Chronology of Ancient Greece 

• 2200-1100 BCE Minoan society 
 
• 1600-1100 BCE Mycenaean society 
 
• 800-338 BCE  Era of the polis 
 
• 500-479 BCE  Persian Wars 
 
• 431-404 BCE  Peloponnesian War 
 
• 359-336 BCE  Reign of Philip of  

    Macedon 
 

• 336-323 BCE  Reign of Alexander of 
    Macedon 



• The Minoans 
– King Minos —  

• Language —  
– hieroglyphics 
– Linear A       
  syllabic 

•  Sir Arthur 
Evans  
 archaeologist: 
•Knossos - “Palace 
of Minos” 
• Art 
• murals 
• realistic, 
everyday scenes 

Minoan and Mycenaean 
Civilizations, c. 2000–1200 B.C.



• Region of isolated 
valleys, hills, small 
plains, peninsulas, and 
islands 

– Sea formed its focal 
point 

 

• Nothing more than 
barbarous fringe area to 
older civilizations of the 
Middle East 

– Tiny, unimportant, and 
poor in natural 
resources 

Minoan and Mycenaean 
Civilizations, c. 2000–1200 B.C.



Greece also 
benefited from its 

position on the 
edge of the 

civilized world 

Far enough away to 
escape domination by 

the various Middle 
Eastern Empires but 

close enough to absorb 
the rich culture of its 

eastern neighbors 

Minoan and Mycenaean 
Civilizations, c. 1200 - 550 B.C.



MINOAN WRITING 
• Developed alphabet around 

1700 BC 
– Linear A 
– Not yet deciphered 

• Switched to alphabet called 
Linear B around 1450 BC
  
– Mostly used perishable 

writing materials  
• None of which has 

survived 
– But also sometimes wrote 

on clay tablets using this 
alphabet  
• Have been deciphered 
• Tells us quite a bit 

about their society and 
culture 



MYCENEAN AGE 
• 1600-1150 BC 
• Had some contact 

with Minoan 
civilization by at 
least 1600 BC 

• Typical of the very 
warlike, semi-
barbarian cultures 
that extended over 
most of Europe 
– Only difference 

was that contact 
with Minoans 
gradually eroded 
some of their 
barbarism and 
allowed them to 
develop a more 
sophisticated 
culture 



DAWN OF THE “DARK AGE” 
• All Mycenean palaces 

destroyed around 1250 BC  

– Except one at Athens 

– Survivors moved to Attica 
or moved overseas 

• Greece only contained 
10% of its former 
population by 1200 BC 

– The Trade network 
collapsed 

– Art and culture lost 

• Greece entered a period of 
severe economic, social, and 
technological backwardness 

– Dark Age (1200-800 BC) 



THE DARK AGE 

Although generally 
isolated and 

backward, the Dark 
Age did see some 
technological and 

cultural innovations 
that would create 

foundation for 
future Greek 
civilization 

Iron, for example, 
came into general use 

for weapons and 
agricultural implements 

People who fled Greece 
settled on Aegean Islands, 

coast of Asia Minor, and 
elsewhere, forming base 

for prosperous city-states 
that would develop there 



The Persian Wars  500-479 
BCE 



Greek Colonies and Greek Empire 



Delian League and Peloponnesian 
War  

• Formed as defensive 
alliance against Persia 

 

• As the threat of war 
waned, became tribute 
system to Athens / 
“Athenian Empire” 

 

• Height of Athen’s 
“golden age” 

 

 

 

• Resentment against 
Athens led to 
Peloponnesian War 



Alexander the Great and His Legacy 

Macedonia rose to power and took control of Greece in the 
years that followed the Peloponnesian War.   

•Most Greeks considered 
Macedonians backward 

– Lived in villages, not 
cities 

– Spoke form of Greek 
unintelligible to other 
Greeks 

• 359 BC, Macedonia’s 
fortune changed when 
Philip II took throne 

The Rise of Macedonia 

• One of Philip’s first actions 
as king 

• Adopted phalanx system, 
but gave soldiers longer 
spears 

• Included larger bodies of 
cavalry and more archers  

• Set out to conquer Greece 

– Faced little opposition 

– Quickly crushed armies 

– Conquered all but Sparta 

Army Reorganization 



Alexander the Great and His Legacy 

Alexander’s Conquests 

• Alexander faced almost immediately with revolts in Greece 

• Set out to reestablish control 

• Used harsh measures to show rebellion not tolerated 

• Crushed Theban army and sold people into slavery, burned city 

Alexander Becomes King 

• Philip’s conquests might have continued, but he was 
assassinated 

• Title, plans for conquests fell to son, Alexander the Great 

• Alexander only 20, but had been trained to rule almost from 
birth 

• Learned warfare and politics from father, mother, and 
Aristotle 



Alexander the Great and His Legacy 



What Alexander Was Like 
• Alexander III was 20 years old in 336. 
• There are Roman copies of art perhaps 

originally executed during his lifetime.  
– He appears clean-shaven and young. 

• They may be true likenesses, or idealized 
based on extant descriptions of Achilles. 

• The real Alexander had thick blond hair, 
eyes of differing colors, sharp pointed teeth, 
and a shrill voice. 

• He was already a veteran of war as a cavalry 
officer and experienced in administration 
having overseen Macedon when Philip was 
away. 

• Aristotle’s pupil, he was also keenly aware 
of the dangerous intrigues that could 
threaten his position. 



The first year 
• Alexander ended the Illyrian threat once 

and for all and crushed rebellions in Thrace 
and Thessaly. 

• The Persians had financed all of these anti-
Macedonian operations, and Alexander’s 
treasury was running low.  Philip had died in 
debt. 

• He then turned his attention to Greece 
where Athens and Thebes, among others, 
were controlled by anti-Macedonian 
factions. 

• When Thebes rebelled, he moved quickly 
against the city. 

• He killed 6,000 male inhabitants and sold 
30,000 into slavery. 

• He leveled the city except for the temples 
and the home of the poet Pindar. 

• The message was clear:  Don’t mess with 
Alexander. 



• Within a year Alexander’s 
army had won victory 
against Persians in Asia 
Minor 

 

• Moved south to Phoenicia, 
Egypt; welcomed as the 
liberator, named new 
pharaoh 

 

• Next destroyed Persian 
army near Gaugamela, in 
what is now Iraq; caused 
Emperor Darius III to flee 
 

Campaigns 

• With Greece under 
control, Alexander 
decided to build an 
empire 

 

• 334 BC, led army into 
Asia to take on Persians 

 

• The Army relatively 
small, but well trained, 
fiercely loyal 

 

• Persian army huge 10/1, 
but disorganized 

Empire 

Empire Building 



Mosaic of Battle of Issus 
The heroic personality of Alexander the Great is apparent in a 
painting by Philoxenos of Eretria, from about 300 B.C.E., which 
survives only in this Roman mosaic form. It is believed to be of 

Alexander's victory over the Persian king, Darius III, in 33 B.C.E. at 
the Battle of Issus. (National Museum, Naples/Art Resource, NY)  

 



Empire Building 

With defeat of Darius, Alexander the master of 
Persian world  

• Troops marched to Persepolis, a Persian capital, 
burned it to ground as sign of victory  

• But Alexander not satisfied with the size of the 
empire. 

– Led army deeper into Asia, winning more 
victories 

– Led army to the Indus, perhaps to conquer India 

– Soldiers had had enough, refused to proceed 
farther from home 

– Alexander forced to turn back to west 





Alexander’s Empire 



• The “Perfect General” 
– Never lost a battle 

– Personally fought in battles (wounded 
several times) 

– After a battle mingled with the 
survivors 

– Honored the dead 
• Strongly religious burials 

• Exempted their families from further 
military duty and from taxes 

– Broke up regional regiments to have 
loyalty directly to him 

Alexander 
Inspired Confidence 



• Generals fought each 
other for power 

 

• In the end, the empire 
was divided among three 
most powerful generals 

 

• Called themselves kings 

– Antigonus became 
king of Macedonia and 
Greece 

– Seleucus ruled Persian 
Empire  

– Ptolemy ruled Egypt 

Power Struggle 

• Alexander’s empire 
largest world had ever 
seen 

 

• Did not rule very long 

 

• 323 BC, Alexander fell ill 
while in Babylon 

 

• Died a few days later at 
age 33 

 

• Alexander died without 
naming heir 

Death at Early Age 

End of the Empire 



Greek Religion 

Zeus 

Athena 
Apollo 

Aphrodite & Pan 



Diadoumenos of Polykleitos, c. 430 
B.C.. National Museum Athens.  

Lacoon and His Sons, 200 b.c. 

Hellenic:  ideal man 

Hellenistic:  real man 


