
400 Years  

Of  

God’s Silence 

1/10/2015 1 Lesson  Twelve 



Who Are The Jews? 
The (people)Diaspora 

  



Who Are The Jews? 
The (people)Diaspora 

  •As a people, Jews are… 
• A nation in Diaspora (dispersed) 
• 15 – 16 million in worldwide population 
• United by a common heritage (an “ethnic” 

religion), divided in contemporary 
practice: 
– Orthodox: 

• Modern 
• Chasidic (Ultra Orthodox) 

– Reformed (18th century Germany) 
– Conservative – moderates, response to 

reform 
• Reconstructionalism (20th century America) 
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  DIASPORA JUDAISM 

• Over the centuries, beginning with the 8th 

Century defeat of Israel, the people were 

(“dispersed”) all over the various empires 

• The Judaism of the rabbis spread widely 

during and after the Babylonia Exile (6th 

Century) 

• This “Diaspora” Judaism centered on 

“assemblies” for prayer and study of the 

Torah (Hebrew: kahal; Greek: Synagoge) 
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•The Babylonian Captivity of the Jews was known as 
the first Diaspora. 
 
•The Diaspora is the scattering of the Jewish people. 
 
•There have been two Diasporas. 
 
•The first was the Babylonian captivity, which ended 
when the Persians freed the Jews and the Jews 
returned to Jerusalem and rebuilt the temple.   
 
•During the Captivity there was an Age of Prophecy 

•With Prophets such as Isaiah and Ezekiel 
•The prophets declared that the people needed to 
return to the original covenant or face punishment. 
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The Jewish Diaspora – C. 100 BC 
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The Jewish Diaspora – Roman Period 
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  •The Jews stayed in Israel until the Romans 
destroyed the Temple again in 70 CE beginning the 
second Diaspora. 
•After that the Jews were scattered throughout 
Europe. 

•European anti-Semitism in the Middle Ages and 
the Holocaust of WWII forced many Jews to 
emigrate to the United States and many began to 
return to Israel. 

 
•This led to the formation of the state of Israel        
by the United Nations in 1948 ending the second 
Diaspora.  
•Many Jews consider any Jew not living in the Holy 

Land to still be in the Diaspora.  
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  Who are the people known as 
“Jews”? 

• Also Known AS…… 

• THE HEBREWS 

  

• THE ISRAELITES 

 

• THE JEWS 
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  HEBREWS: ‘apiru, ‘ibri’ 

• A floating social stratum of rootless, 
wandering peoples that were outsiders 
because they lacked citizenship in the 
more established societies of the 
Ancient Near East  

• They lived on the fringe of the city-
states as migrant workers, guerrilla 
bands, mercenaries, sometimes 
conscripted as forced laborers 
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  HEBREWS 
• The Patriarch Abraham and his 

descendants (c. 1800 BCE) 
• Receives a “call” to start a new 

‘nation’: 
“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from 

you country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land I will show 
you. I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a 
blessing… So Abram went.” (Gen 12:1-
3) 
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  ISRAELITES 

• Abraham’s grandson Jacob 
“wrestles” with a messenger of 
God and receives the name “Isra 
–el,” “He who struggles with El 
(God) and wins.” 

• According to the tradition, Jacob 
(Israel) had 12 sons who become 
the patriarchs of the “12 Tribes of 
Israel.” 
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  ISRAELITES 

• At the end of Genesis, Jacob and 
his sons and their families end up 
in Egypt. 

• When the story picks up in 
Exodus several hundred years 
later (430), the “Israelites” have 
been enslaved by Pharaoh 
[Ramses II, c. 1290-1224 BCE] 
for his building projects. 
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  ISRAELITES 

• Sometime after 1300 BC, an 
Israelite man (Moses) who had 
been raised in Pharaoh’s household. 

• Killed an Egyptian construction boss 
who was mistreating his people.  

• He fled to the desert, joined a 
shepherd’s family and married his 
daughter. 
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  ISRAELITES 

• One day he encounters a 
mysterious burning bush where a 
voice summons him to return to 
Egypt to free his people. 

• The voice identifies itself as the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

• When Moses presses him for a 
name, the voice says,  

• “I am who I am.” [YHWH] 
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  ISRAELITES 
• After a lengthy and dramatic 

struggle, YHWH defeats Pharaoh 
and his forces and leads the 
Israelites into the desert. 

• Moses and the people enter into a 
treaty [Torah] relationship with 
YHWH [Exodus 20:1-18]. 

• YHWH promises them a homeland 
land of their own, “flowing with 
milk and honey”. 
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  ISRAELITES 
• Between 1200 and 1000 BC, the 

Israelites conquer and settle the 
land of Canaan. 

• They struggle externally with 
powerful enemies and internally 
with the temptation to forsake 
their treaty with YHWH and 
worship other “gods” (baals, 
“lords,” esp. fertility gods) 
powers of natural world). 
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  ISRAELITES 

• They ask their leader, YHWH’s 
spokesman Samuel, to make them a 
king even though they are warned 
that the king will make them slaves 
again – (United Kingdom) 

• Saul 1021-1000 

• David 1000-961 (establishes 
dynasty) 

• Solomon 961-922 
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  ISRAELITES 
• Under Solomon’s reign he establishes 

an impressive kingdom, 

• Centralizes government and builds a 
temple in Jerusalem to centralize 
worship.  

• Upon his death, the kingdom splits 
into (Divided Kingdom). 

  ISRAEL (10 Northern tribes) 

  JUDAH (2 Southern Tribes)  
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  ISRAELITES 
• The two kingdoms struggle and 

compete with each other. 
• Judah’s neighbors in the North 

(Israel) is destroyed in 721 BC by the 
Assyrians carried away never to 
return. 

• In the meantime, YHWH continues to 
remind the people of Judah of the 
Treaty/Covenant that is the basis of 
their identity and nationhood.  

• YHWH’s spokesmen are called 
“Prophets”.  

• They especially challenge the rich and 
powerful of their day. 
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  JEWS 

• The people of Judah (the “Jews”=i.e., 
Judeans) survive until conquered by 
the Babylonians (c. 586 BC) 

• The Babylonian destroy the Jewish 
capital and Temple of Solomon and 
deport the people to Babylon (refered 
to as The Exile] 

• In 538 BC, the conquering Persian 
(Cyrus – Darius) kings allow the Jews 
to return from exile to their homeland 



Who Are The Jews? 
The Diaspora 

  • During the Exile, the traditional 
oral and written heritage of 
Israel and Judah was compiled 
into books: 
• Torah “Law”, 
• Nebiim “Prophets,”  
• and Kethubim “Writings”=Tanak 

• In the “postexilic period”, the 
Jews rebuild the temple in 
Jerusalem, managed by the 
Levitical Priesthood, with an 
effort to maintain true worship 
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  • Another group known as “rabbis” 
(“teachers”) or Pharisees 
develops to study the Torah and 
ensure its proper observance 
among ordinary people 

• Hence it has become what is 
known as “Post-exilic Rabbinic 
Judaism” – many changes from 
the pre-exile Judaism. 
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  • In 336 BC, The Jews are conquered 
by the Greeks. 

• In 168 BC The Jews gain 
independence thru the Maccabean 
Revolt. 

• In 63 BC, The Jews are conquered 
by the Romans – Pompey the 
General. 

• In 70 AD, during the Jewish-Roman 
War (66-74), the Romans destroy 
Jerusalem and the Second Temple. 
• This led to the second dispersion. 
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  • Late in the first century, the 
rabbis established the list of holy 
books. 

• With the Temple gone, they 
focused on careful observance of 
the Torah. 

• Over subsequent centuries they 
collected the rabbinic 
commentaries on Torah dating as 
far back as the Exile - (Mishnah) 
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  • Later the Mishnah was added to 
interpretive writing which adapted 
and applied the Torah to every 
aspect of life: Gemara 

• When Mishnah and Gemara were 
combined, they became the Talmud 

• The Talmud began to be developed 
in Babylon and in Palestine after the 
first exile period. 

• Talmud includes legal material 
(Halachah) and narrative material 
(Haggadah). 
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  Observance of the Torah 

• According to the Talmud, there are 
613 Mitzvah (“commandments”) to 
be observed. 

• 248 positive responsibilities (to do). 

• 356 prohibitions (not to do). 

• The Interpretation and application 
of Mitzvah is complex and often 
accompanied by lively debate. 
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  Bris ceremony within 
Judaism that welcomes 
infant (8 days old) Jewish 
boys into a covenant 
between God and the 
Children of Israel through 
ritual circumcision performed 
by a mohel ("circumcisor") in 
the presence of family and 
friends. 
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  According to Jewish law, when 
Jewish children reach the age of 
maturity (12 years for girls, 13 

years for boys) they become 
responsible for their actions. At 

this point a boy is said to become 
Bar Mitzvah one to whom the 

commandments apply. 
A girl is said to become  Bat 

Mitzvah  
 

Before this age, all the child's 
responsibility to follow Jewish 
law and tradition lies with the 

parents.  
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Shiv'ah is the name for Judaism's week-long 
period of grief and mourning for the seven first-
degree relatives: father, mother, son, daughter, 
brother, sister, or spouse; grandparents and 
grandchildren are not included  

Rabbi 
A Rabbi is a teacher 

of the Torah. 

Phylactery 
Boxes that contain 
certain verses from the 
Torah.  
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  Shabbat is the weekly day of 
rest in Judaism. It is 

observed, from before 
sundown on Friday until 

after nightfall on Saturday. 
During this time no work is 

supposed to be done. 

Yom Kippur 
A Jewish Day of Atonement (Asking for 
forgiveness).  It is 25 hours of prayer and 
fasting. Although the fast is required of all 
healthy adults, fasting is specifically forbidden 
for anyone who might be harmed by it.  
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  Passover commemorates the Exodus and freedom of the 
Israelites from ancient Egypt. As described in the Book of 
Exodus, Passover marks the "birth" of the Children of 
Israel who become the Jewish nation, as the Jews' 
ancestors were freed from being slaves of Pharaoh and 
allowed to become followers of God instead.  

Hanukah  
Jewish Holiday often called the 
Festival of lights.  It celebrates 
the rededication of the Temple of 
Jerusalem. 
The Jews had only enough lamp 
oil to burn for one day, but it 
lasted 8 days, which was enough 
time to make and bless more 
lamp oil.  

Menorah and Dreidel   
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  The Western (Wailing) Wall in Jerusalem 
The most important of all Jewish 
monuments. It is the remnants of the 
Temple of Solomon after its destruction by 
the Romans in 70 A.D.  
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  • Shavuot (Weeks) Fifty days after 
Pesach (Passover) - (May-June) 
celebrates YHWH’s gift of the 
Torah (Covenant Law) on Mt. 
Sinai. 

 

• Rosh Hashanah (New Year) - 
Celebrates the first days of 
Creation and includes a 
preparatory period of penance. - 
(Sept.-Oct) 
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• Sukkot (Feast of Booths or Tabernacles) –  
• Five days after Yom Kippur, commemorates 
the Exodus, wandering in the desert and living 
in makeshift huts (sukkot). 

• Chanukah (Rededication) of the Temple) - (Nov-
Dec) celebrates the miraculous lasting of lights 
during the Jewish revolt against the Syrian Greeks 
(165 BCE) when the Temple was recovered and 
rededicated after profanation by Greek 
oppressors. In U.S., stressed be-cause of its 
proximity to Christmas. 
• Purim (Feast of Lots) A joyful feast that 
commemorates Esther, a Jewish heroine who 
saved her people from massacre during the 
Persian period. Called “lots” because of the way 
the plotters picked the day of the massacre. 
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  • Kosher (kashrut = “fitness,” “fit”) 

• Jewish dietary laws for dealing with food from 

the flesh and/or the products of living creatures 

(animals).  

• Includes animals that are fit for eating and those 

that are not, as well as their preparation of and 

combination.  

• Based mainly on rules in Lev 11 and Deut 14 and 

the interpretation and application by the rabbis 

over time. Adaptations continue even today. 

• Various reasons are given.  

• The most compelling is that these are divine 

ordinances, part of the covenant with YHWH. 
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  • Judaism predates Christianity – it is the 
foundation of Christianity but is not a part of 
it.  

• Jesus was Jewish, as were his followers and 
the Apostles. 

• Jews do not believe that Jesus was anything 
more than a good and wise man who lived 
and died 2000 years ago – Jews still await 
their messiah. 

• The Jewish messiah would not be divine. He 
would be a political figure who restores the 
Hebrew monarchy and causes peace to reign 
on Earth. 

• Jews are not concerned about salvation and 
the “world to come”. 
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  • Jewish Rebellion 
– Jews rebel against Rome in 66 A.D. 

– Romans storm Jerusalem and 
destroy the Temple in 70 A.D. 

– Another Jewish rebellion occurs in 
132 A.D., which the Romans crush. 

– Jews and ethnically Jewish 
Christians are barred from 
Jerusalem. 

– The Diaspora—centuries of Jewish 
exile — from the Greek word for 
“dispersal”. 
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  Early Expansion of Church 
(Acts 8-11) 

• “Hellenists” fleeing persecution 
in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1-3) 

• Took gospel to Diaspora (Acts 
8:4) 

• Samaria (Acts 8) 

• Damascus (Acts 9) 

• Phoenicia (Acts 11:19) 

• Cyprus (Acts 11:19) 

• Antioch (Acts 11:19-26) 
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• Residence of 

Roman 
Procurators of 
Judea 

• Peter’s 
conversion of 
centurion 
Cornelius 

• Paul imprisoned 
two years without 
verdict 

Caesarea 
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  Antioch 
• Second largest 

city in Roman 
Empire 

• First sustained 
mission to 
Gentiles 

• Home base for 
Paul’s 
missionary 
journeys 
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  Tarsus 
• Large Hellenistic 

city 

• Center of Greek 
philosophy and 
rhetoric 

• Paul’s 
hometown 
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How is Judaism Related To Christianity? 

• So much of Paul’s journeys took him to 

the Jews who where in Diaspora. 

• Remember that Paul was a preacher to 

the Gentiles but that did not exclude his 

work in reaching out to his own. 

• The Jews today do not resemble nor do 

they observe the Law of God like those of 

the pre-exile period. 

• Much of this change that we see today 

and during the time of Christ has to do 

with the Inter-testamental Period.  


