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• In 200, the Seleucids became the new masters 
of Jerusalem and Judah.  

• Under the Ptolemaean and Seleucid kings, Judah 
was exposed to the Greek culture, which was 
polytheistic and therefore more foreign than the 
Persian civilization had been.  

• Nonetheless, several cities were rebuilt in Greek 
fashion and many Jews accepted the Greek way 
of life. For example, a high-priest named Jesus 
wanted to be called Jason. He also built a 
gymnasium and an ephebeion in Jerusalem, 
Greek institutions that made more than one 
pious Jew feel uneasy.  

• Even worse, Jewish athletes took part in the 
Tyrian games, which were organized to honor 
the god Melqart-Heracles. 

The Maccabean Revolt 

http://www.livius.org/he-hg/heracles/heracles1.html


• Antiochus IV Ephiphanes - All this created great 
disquiet among the orthodox Jews, who were called 
Chasidim, 'the pious ones'.  

• In 168, serious riots broke out when the Jews heard 
that the Seleucid king Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-
164) had died during a campaign in Egypt (false 
report).  

• At the same time, the high-priest Jason and his rival 
Menelaus started a civil war. Antiochus king sent a 
peace-enforcing army, which took Jerusalem and 
built a military settlement.  

• Because the soldiers needed a sanctuary to perform 
their religious duties, the Jerusalem temple was 
rededicated to the Olympian Zeus (December 168). 

• This was more than the Jews could stomach, but the 
king became even harder in his policy. He was 
probably influenced by Menelaus, who saw an 
opportunity to modernize his country and show his 
loyalty to the king.  

 

The Maccabean Revolt 

http://www.livius.org/am-ao/antiochus/antiochus_iv_epiphanes.html
http://www.livius.org/am-ao/antiochus/antiochus_iv_epiphanes.html


• According to the books of the Maccabees, 
Antiochus forbade the Jewish religion. The usual 
offerings were forbidden -pigs had to be 
sacrificed instead-, circumcision was no longer 
allowed, scrolls were burnt, and people who still 
followed Mosaic law were burnt alive. Many 
pious Jews - they are usually called the 
Chasidim- joined the revolt of Judas the 
Maccabaean ('battle hammer'), who lead a small 
force against the Seleucid army and defeated it. 

• His enemies were unable to strike back, because 
they were occupied with a war against the 
Armenians.  

• After several victories, Judas liberated 
Jerusalem (165), cleansed the temple -annually 
celebrated by the Jews at the Chanuka festival- 
and defeated the Seleucids.  

The Maccabean Revolt 

http://www.livius.org/arl-arz/armenia/armenia.html


• 167 BCE – Desecration of Jerusalem Temple  
by Seleucid ruler, Antiochus IV Epiphanes 

– Statues of Greek gods placed in Temple 

– Sparks revolt of Jews led by Judas “Maccabeus” 
(167-161) 

– Events recorded in First & Second Book of 
Maccabees  

• 164 – Maccabean Revolt’s first main success: 
rededication of the Jerusalem Temple (2 Macc 8) 

– Hannukah, the Feast of Lights 

• ca. 141-63 – Short independence and expansion of 
Israel under Maccabean/Hasmonean rulers 

The Maccabean Era 



• The situation normalized when 
Antiochus IV died at the end of 164; 
his successor Antiochus V made an 
end to the persecution.  
– This was not the end of the struggle, 

however, which came only in 152, when 
the Seleucid king recognized Judas' 
brother Jonathan as high-priest.  

• This meant that the independence of 
Judah was recognized as well. The 
family of Judas (165-161) and 
Jonathan(161-142) became the new 
royal dynasty of Judaea, the 
Hasmonaeans.  
 

The Maccabean Revolt 

http://www.livius.org/ha-hd/hasmonaeans/hasmonaeans.htm


The Maccabean Revolt 
• Origin 

– Aged priest Matthias resists at Modin 

– He & sons flee to wilderness to resist 

• Judah the Maccabee (166-160) 

– Succeeds father 

– His nickname "Hammerer" 

– Successful series of battles 

• Jonathan (to 142) & Simon (to 134) 

– Seleucids weak; Maccabean’s grow by 
diplomacy 

– Both are murdered, but they start a 
dynasty (Jonathan by Syrian and 
Simon by son in law, Ptolemy and his 
son. 



• The outlawing of Jewish religious 
practices led to a revolt by the 
Jewish people. 
– Begun by a family from Modin, the 

house of Hasmon/Asmoneus. 

– Father, Mattathias, was a priest – 
forced to offer pagan sacrifices – 
refused and killed a Jew and a 
Syrian Officer. 

– Five sons, led especially by Judas, 
called Maccabeus (the “hammer”), 
created a guerilla war against 
Antiochus’ army 

 

The Maccabean Revolt 



Mattathias 

Johanan Judas 

Died 161 

Simon Eleazer Jonathan 

161-142 

 Simon becomes new leader- 142-
135 B.C 

 Judah recognized as a free state: 
142 B.C. 

 High Priest now Hereditary and 
the civil head & military 
leadership was the High Priest. 

The Maccabean Era 



• Defeating Antiochus’ army allowed the 
proscription against Judaism to be lifted 

– The Temple was used for Jewish sacrifice 
again on Chislev 25, 164 BC (mid December).  
This renewed purification of the temple and 
use is celebrated in Judaism as Hannukah. 

• Continued fighting led to independence 
of Judea from Syria, with the help of 
Rome, in 142. 

• Judas Maccabeus’ brother, Simon, he 
became “high priest and leader forever” 
of Israel. 

The Hasmonean/ Maccabean 
Revolt & Dynasty 

http://www.historychannel.com/exhibits/holidays/hanukkah/history.html


Mattathias 

Johanan Judas Simon Eleazer Jonathan 

John 

Hyrcanus 

Judah Mattathias 

 John Hyrcanus becomes leader 135-
104 

 Samaria(destroyed the rival temple), 
Galilee & Idumea conquered 

 Forced conversions of conquered 
peoples 

The Maccabean/ Hasmonean Era 
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The Maccabean/ Hasmonean Era 



Two New Jewish Parties 

• Hasidim:  “The Pious Ones” 

– Pharisees 

• Hellenists:  Greek influence 

– Sadducees 



The Hasmonean Dynasty 
• John Hyrcanus (134-104) 

– Greatly expands Judean territory 

– Rise of Pharisees & Sadducees 

• Aristobolus (103) 

– Kills several brothers, takes title of  
"king" 

– Dies from fear, drink, disease 

• Alexander Jannaeus (102-76) 

– Continues expansion to Solomon-
sized territory 

– Troubles with Pharisees 



• Salome Alexandra (76-67) 

– Wife of Alexander Jannaeus – appointed 
Queen 

– Succeeds at Alex’s death 

– Two sons: 

• Hyrcanus 2 – made high priest 

• Aristobolus 2 – given military 
command 

• End of Hasmonean Independence 

– Salome dies, succeeded by Hyrcanus 2nd 

– Aristobolus 2nd snatches throne 

– Hyrcanus flees, opens war, calls on 
Rome “Pompey intervenes” 

The Hasmonean Dynasty 



Hasmonean Dynasty 
• 134-67 BC – Hasmoneans rule Israel several 

generations 

• Rivalries among various Jewish Groups 

– Pharisees: 

• Popular group, mostly laymen 

• Strict observance of laws and traditions 

– Sadducees:  

• Smaller elite group, mostly priests 

• followed Torah, rejected new traditions. 

– Essenes: 

• Small group, lived “monastic” lifestyle near 
Dead Sea  

• Associated with Dead Sea Scrolls 



Hasmonean Rule 
• The Hasmonean 

Rule of Israel was a 
high point in Jewish 
self-rule of Israel 
– The borders were 

expanded  

– Idumea and Galilee 
forcibly made Jewish 

– Minted own coins 

– Jewish religion was 
accepted  

– Hasmonean dynasty 
ruled until 63 BC 

A coin minted during 
Hasmonean Period. 
Note the Mennorah, 

sign of the 
Rededication of the 

Temple  



• The combination of political power 
and the role of high priest caused 
some dissension 
– A group called the Hasidim (the 

faithful), who had helped Judas 
Maccabeus, were less than supportive 
once power was achieved 

– The later rulers (Simon, John 
Hyrcanus, etc) were not always 
concerned for holiness. 

– Both Pharisees and Essenes (to be 
discussed later) may be seen to have 
arisen from the Hasidim’s concern for 
temple worship and holiness. 

Hasmonean Rule 



• In these years, messianism relived. The vague 
concept of an anointed Davidic prince who 
would come to restore Israel, was a perfect 
answer to the situation - especially since nobody 
knew what kind of restoration was to take place: 
political independence or an end to the Greek 
cultural influence?  

• The concept was vague and therefore served to 
unite the Jews. The following texts were more 
or less waiting to be discovered:  

• Psalms 2 and 20 show us an idealized king, a 
'son of God', who will defend  truth, humility and 
righteousness by defeating the enemies of 
Judah. Psalm 110 adds that this king will be 'a 
priest for ever' and will judge the nations.  

• The prophet Micah describes a king from the 
house of David who will restore Israel in a big 
struggle with Assyria. This king will be born in 
Bethlehem.  

Hasmonean Rule 

http://www.livius.org/as-at/assyria/assyria.html


• The prophet known as Second Isaiah 
predicted an 'anointed one' who was to 
free the Jews from exile and to restore 
their Temple. He was to inaugurate an 
age of peace and righteousness.  
– From the second century B.C. on, these 

texts were read and reread from a 
contemporary perspective.  

• They were regarded as texts 
announcing the coming of a leader who 
was to defeat the Seleucid enemy.  
– From now on, the star and the scepter 

were to become the Messiah's trademark. 

Hasmonean Rule 


