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Assyrian Kings Who Had Contact With Israel and Judah 

Which Assyrian king had 185,000 of his troops destroyed by an 
Angel for blaspheming God when they were besieging 

Jerusalem? - 2 Kings 19:35-36, 20-22 

• Sargon III (721-705 
B.C.)  

• Sennacherib (704-681 
B.C.)  

• Esarhaddon (680-669 
B.C.)  

• Ashurbanipal (668-633 
B.C.)  

• Ashur-eti-ilani (632-629 
B.C.)  

• Sin-shum-lishir (628-
624 B.C.)  

• Sin-shar-ishkum (623-
612 B.C.)  

• Ashur-uballit (611-608 
B.C.)  



• 884 – 859 --- Ashurnasirpal -
 Warlike and cruel. Welded Assyria 
into the best fighting machine of the 
ancient world.   
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• 859 – 824 --- Shalmaneser III  - First 
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• 783 - 773 - Shalmaneser IV    
  

• 773 - 755 - Assur-dayan III    
  

• 755 - 745 - Ashur-nirari V - (Assur-lush) 
                Led to Decline   
 

• 745 - 727 - Tiglath-pileser III "Pul" was his 
personal name.  
– Menahem, King of Israel, paid tribute money to 

him. Isaiah 7; 2Kings 15:19-20; 1Chronicles 5:26 

 
• 727 – 722 - Shalmaneser V - King conquers 

Samaria, Israel's (Northern Ten Tribes of 
Israel) capital, in 723 B.C.  
– The Israelites are taken out of the land of Palestine 

and transported to Assyria. 



Deportation of Israel From Tiglath Pileser III – Sargon III 



• 722 - 705  --- Sargon II  - 2Kings 17:5.  

– Massive deportation of people who refuse to be good 
vassals.  

• 705 – 681 --- Sennacherib  ---- Most famous of Assyrian 
kings. Burned Babylon (2Chronicles 32).  Defeated by an 
angel before entering Jerusalem. (Isaiah 37:33-38)  

• 681 – 669 --- Esarhaddon ---- Rebuilt Babylon.  

– Conquered Egypt. Was one of the greatest of Assyrian 
kings.  Isaiah 37:38. Manasseh, King of Judah, paid 
tribute to Esarhaddon. 

• 669 – 633 --- Ashurbanipal(Osnapper). ---- Last great king 
of the empire. Collected a great library. Powerful, cruel, 
literary.  

– Nahum 3:8 mentions No-Amon, Thebes and the Nile.  

– Ezra 4:10 refers to king as Asnappar. Manasseh, King of 
Judah, paid tribute to Ashurbanipal. 

• 612 --- Fall of Nineveh.  Assyrian empire comes to an end. 



 





• Assyrians regarded warfare as their most important activity, and 
considered it a divinely-inspired goal to impose their gods upon 
conquered territories.  

• They were the first major power to equip soldiers with iron weapons 
and to master the tactics of the light horse-drawn chariot, and this, 
combined with their superb military organization, turned them into the 
most successful fighting power the ancient world had yet seen.  

• At its height the Assyrian army numbered in the hundreds of 
thousands, and the thunder of its chariotry inspired fear in all who 
heard it.  

• The Assyrian strategy for conquest depended heavily on psychological 
warfare.  

– They would first send their "cup-bearers"—the representatives of 
the king—to try and persuade a city to surrender without a fight.  

– If this failed, the Assyrian army would then surround the city and 
shout at the defenders, trying to convince them that resistance was 
useless.  

– Woe to the people who still refused to capitulate, for if forced to 
fight, the Assyrians would then bring out their giant wheeled siege 
towers and enormous armored battering rams to breach the city 
walls. 



• Assyrian Superstitions 
– Assyrians were deeply superstitious, Assyrian kings 

would not take any major military actions without first 
consulting their diviners.  

– In addition to submitting detailed reports of their 
military campaigns to a statue of their supreme god, 
Assur, they also had many strange taboos that applied 
to them.  

– Sometimes they had to fast until a new moon appeared, 
sit inside a reed hut being treated as if they were ill, or 
even wear the clothes of a nanny.  

• One of the Assyrian Kings, Assurbanipal, who was 
a great patron of the arts, apparently got a little 
carried away with all this, for he also wore 
cosmetics and spoke in a falsetto voice.  
– This may have been a little too confusing for his 

soldiers, and it seems that one of his generals killed 
him while he was applying cosmetics.  

• “I am powerful, I am omnipotent, I am a hero, I 
am gigantic, I am colossal!” ---- One of King 

Esarhaddon of Assyria's inscriptions, 7th century 
BC 



• ASSYRIAN ALPHABET: 

• Assyrians have used two languages throughout their 
history: ancient Assyrian (Akkadian), and Modern 
Assyrian (neo-syriac).  

– Akkadian was written with the cuneiform writing system, 
on clay tablets, and was in use from the beginning to 
about 750 B.C..  

– By 750 B.C., a new way of writing, on parchment, leather, 
or papyrus, was developed, and the people who brought 
this method of writing with them, the Arameans, would 
eventually see their language, Aramaic, supplant Ancient 
Assyrian because of the technological breakthrough in 
writing.  

– Aramaic was made the second official language of the 
Assyrian empire in 752 B.C. Although Assyrians switched 
to Aramaic, it was not wholesale transplantation.  

– The brand of Aramaic that Assyrians spoke was, and is, 
heavily infused with Akkadian words, so much so that 
scholars refer to it as Assyrian Aramaic. 
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• Religion 

• Assyrians have practiced two religions 
throughout their history: Ashurism and 
Christianity – modern Iran & Iraq is Islamic.  

• Ashurism was, of course, the first religion of the 
Assyrians.  

• The very word Assyrian, in its Latin form, derives 
from the name of Ashur, the Assyrian god.  
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Christianity – modern Iran & Iraq is Islamic.  

• Ashurism was, of course, the first religion of the 
Assyrians.  

• The very word Assyrian, in its Latin form, derives 
from the name of Ashur, the Assyrian god.  

• Assyrians continued to practice Ashurism until 
256 A.D, although by that time, most Assyrians 
had accepted Christianity.  

– Assyrians were the first nation to accept 
Christianity, and the Assyrian Church was 
founded in 33 (36) A.D. by Thomas, 
Bortholemew and Thaddeus. 








