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The Jewish Sects 

The intertestamental period saw the 
splintering of Judaism into a variety 

of "sects."   

Part of what gave identity to each 
group was their distinctive method 

of interpreting Scripture.  



Herod’s 



• Idumaeans (Edomites) not Jews 

– Origin with Antipas, governor of Idumaea 78BC 

– Antipater, son of Antipas, became Procurator of Judaea 
from  

 47-43BC following the fall of Pompey in 48BC 

• Placed in power by Julius Caesar 

• Hyrcanus served as High Priest during this time 

• Herod the Great and Phasael follow their father 
Antipater as joint rulers 

• Herod the Great appointed tetrarch over Judaea in 
41BC by Mark Antony 

• Phasael commits suicide following capture by 
Parthians 

• Herod, in Rome, receives sole rule over Judaea from 
Antony and Octavian (also known as Augustus) 

 

Herod’s 



• Herod the Great 37BC-4AD 
– Returns to Jerusalem with support of Mark Antony and 

Augustus (also known as Octavian) and begins to 
subdue Judaea 

– Quickly eliminates remains of Asmonean house (slays 
Antigonus and 45 followers 

– Action angers the Jews, but to no avail as Herod is 
supported by Mark Antony 

– Gains favor with Augustus after Augustus defeated 
Mark Antony in 31BC 

– Puts to death his wife, mother-in-law, and ultimately 
his two sons 

– Rebuilds temple to placate Jews 

– Orders death of all male children in Bethlehem (two 
years old and younger) after hearing of the birth of 
Christ  Matt 2:16 

• Herod Antipas follows his father to power 

Herod’s 



Herod’s 



The Jewish Sects 

•   



Jewish Sects: The Scribes 

•The Scribes are not a party 
– He is known as the “lawyer” 

– He is the ultimate authority on all 
questions of faith and practice 

– He is the “exegete of laws,” “teacher 
of the law” 

– He was a judge in ecclesiastical 
tribunals 

– His was a position of status, the 
holding of an office 

• His early task was to establish the 
contents of the written Torah: 613 
commandments 



Jewish Sects Appear 

• The Hasidim (the pious ones) 

– Two significant facts 

• Possibly the origins of the Pharisees 

• Originated the basis of the customs that were 
quoted and strictly followed by the Pharisees and 
other Jews in the days of Christ 

– These customs later comprise part of the 
Talmud  200AD 

• Pharisees 

• Origin placed around 160-143BC by Josephus 

• Pharisees opposed John Hyrcanus’ rule as High 
priest 

• Pharisees become opposition to Maccabees while 
the Sadducees become supporters 

• Strict keepers of the letter of the law 

• Political influence great at times 



Jewish Sects: The Pharisees 

•“Hasidim” – “God’s loyal ones” 
–Name first appears in the context of 
the early Hasmonean kings 

•Always a minority group – 6,000 
during the time of Herod  
(Josephus) 

•Bitter relationship with the common 
people 

–They believed the Babylonian exile was 
caused by Israel’s failure to keep the 
Torah 

– They built a “hedge” around the law 
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•“Hedge” – to interpret and 
supplement the law so that there 
would be no possibility of breaking 
them either by accident or ignorance 
•All of these developments formed 
the “oral law” the full development 
of it does not occur until after the 1st 
century 
•Being convinced they had the right 
interpretation of the law they 
claimed these “traditions of the 
elders” (Mk. 7:13) came from God 
through Moses 

Jewish Sects: The Pharisees 



–Sadducees  

• Origin placed around 125BC 

• Party of the aristocrats 

• Many were priests, including the 
historian Josephus 

• Sought political influence 

• Accepted Law of Moses, but tended 
to not accept traditions as did the 
Pharisees 

• Did not believe in resurrection, 
angels, or spirits  Acts 23:8 

Jewish Sects Appear 



•The Sadducees solidified as a group soon after the 
Maccabean revolt (167-160 B.C.).  Because they supported 
the Hasmonean policy of military and economic expansion, 
they gradually came to exercise tremendous influence in 
John Hyrcanus's court (134-104 B.C.).  

•  Their influence predominated until the end of Alexander 
Jannaeus's reign (76 B.C.).  

• Under Queen Alexandra (76-67 B.C.) the Sadducees lost 
their power, and their numbers were greatly reduced.  

• They fared little better under Herod the Great (37-4 B.C.), 
who deeply mistrusted the native Jewish aristocracy.  

• With the imposition of direct Roman rule (A.D. 6), 
Sadducean fortunes revived. Between A.D. 6 and 66 the 
Sadducees not only became a major power within the 
Sanhedrin, but, for many years, they were able to control 
the high priesthood as well.  

• The revolt of 66-70 spelled the end for the Sadducees. 

Jewish Sects: The Sadducees 



Jewish Sects: The Sadducees 

•The origins of this name are disputed 

•Perhaps derived from Zadok, Solomon’s     
contemporary whose descendants were    
regarded as the pure priestly line – Ezk. 
44:15ff 

•Nearly all Sadducees were priests 

•Dominated the Sanhedrin during the 
Herod’s of Rome 

–Died out with the destruction of the Temple 

•Denied the permanent validity of any 
but the written law 
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• Denied belief in the soul, after-
life, resurrection, rewards and 
retribution, angels, and demons 

– "the Sadducees say that there is no 
resurrection, nor an angel, nor a spirit; 
but the Pharisees acknowledge them all." 
Acts 23:8 

– "Sadducees" (who say that there is no 
resurrection) Lk 20:27 

•They believed in free-choice and 
denied the idea of “fate,” or the 
sovereignty of God 

Jewish Sects: The Sadducees 



Man is a unity 

Man is only 
Material 

Materialism 

Man is Body, 
Soul and Spirit 

Pharisees 

Essene 

Saducees 

Man is  
Body and 
Soul 

Man 
 ceases to exist  

on death 
annihilation 

 
Body  

Ceases to exist. 
Soul exists  

forever 
 

Soul reborn: 
reincarnation 

Soul in hell Soul in heaven 

eternally 

purified 



                                         1- The "Shammai" believed that the 

righteous would enjoy eternal life and 
the wicked would suffer eternal 
damnation. 

 2- The "Hillel" believed that the 

wicked would return to eternal life after 
having been purged by fire in hell. 

Jewish Sects: The Rabbi’s 

Spiritual Resurrection 

No Bodily resurrection 



Jewish Sects: The Essenes 

•Flourished 1st century BC – 1st 
century AD 

– Philo writes of them in his 
discussion that only the truly good 
man is truly free 

– He states they numbered 4,000 

– He says they paid scrupulous 
attention to ceremonial purity 

– He says: they hold all property in 
common abstain from animal 
sacrifices they practice celibacy 



•  They keep no slaves 

• Make provision for those in their 
company who cannot work due to 
sickness or age 

• They swear no oaths 

•Take no part in military or 
commercial activities 

• They in general cultivate all the 
virtues    

Jewish Sects: The Essenes 



•Pliny the Elder says of the 
Essenes: 

– They lived on the west side of 
the Dead Sea above En-gedi 

– He says they were there for 
countless generations 

– He says many regularly joined 
their ranks out of shear 
weariness of ordinary life  

Jewish Sects: The Essenes 



–Zealots 

•Nationalists, primarily with 
political interests 

•Opposition to Rome 
strengthened until the 
ultimate fall of Jerusalem in 
AD70 

•Simon, the zealot, an 
apostle of Christ - (Lk. 6:15; 
Acts 1:13) 

Jewish Sects Appear 



Jewish Sects: The Zealots 

• Founded by Judas the Galilaean, 
who led revolt against Rome in AD 
6 
• They opposed the payment of 
Israel to a pagan emperor   

• Called Zealots because they 
followed the example of 

Mattathias and his followers 
who manifested “zeal for the 

laws of God during the 
Maccabean revolt; and Phineas 

(Num. 25:11; Ps. 106:30 ) 
  



•The Zealots engaged the Romans 
throughout the  Jewish revolt of 
AD 66-73 

•The last Zealot stronghold to fall 
was at Masada in May AD 73 

Jewish Sects: The Zealots 



Sanhedrin Council 

• Bears Greek origin and commonly 
translated as “court of justice” 

– Origin cannot be determined with accuracy 

– Modern Jews claim origin during the time of 
Moses and reinstituted during the days of Ezra, 
however, no biblical confirmation 

– Earliest mention by historian Josephus is 56-
55BC 

– Generally 70 members 

– Powerful influence during Roman rule 

– Ruled over by the High Priest (reference 
Caiaphas at trial of Jesus and Ananias at Paul’s 
trial) 

– Disbanded at the fall of Jerusalem in AD70 



Rabbinic Judaism  
The Legacy of the Pharisees 

• In the time of Christ the 
Pharisees produced two primary 
kinds of scripture interpretation: 

–Halakah - which dealt with the 
interpretation of the Torah 

–Haggadah - which dealt with 
the interpretation of the 
narrative portions of the 
Hebrew Scriptures 

 



Rabbinic Judaism - The 
Halakah 

• Organized around themes of Old 
Testament law - Sabbath, temple 
worship, rules for purity and 
uncleanness, etc. 

• Existed for several centuries in the form 
of oral traditions 

– Came in written form c. 200 C.E. – 
Mishnah 

– Talmud, consisting of Mishnah plus 
Gemara (commentary) appeared in 
the 4th century. 



Rabbinic Judaism  
The Legacy of the Pharisees 

• E.g. Mishnah Shabbat  1:5 
– The House of Shammai say, “They do not on Friday afternoon soak 

ink, dyestuffs, or vetches, unless there is sufficient time for them 
to be fully soaked while it is still day.”  And the House of Hillel 
permit. . . . The House of Shammai say, “They do not give hides to a 
gentile tanner or clothing to a gentile laundryman, unless there is 
sufficient time . . . while it is still day.” 

• E.g. Babylonian Talmud Sabbat 
– Gemara on Sabbat 1:5 - Who is the Tana that maintains that 

putting water on ink constitutes the final work on it?  Said R. 
Joseph: (If one put flour (in a vessel) and another one put water 
on it, the latter is culpable (of the act of kneading); so is the 
decree of Rabbi.”   R. Jose, however, says that one is not culpable 
until he kneads it. 

• The Haggadah 
– Tended to exist in the form of commentaries and sermonic 

materials 

– Also was transmitted orally for several centuries 

– Haggadah is less organized than halakah and did not become as 
influential in Jewish theology. 

 



Rabbinic Judaism  
The Legacy of the Pharisees 

• Midrash 
– Midrash is the exposition of Scripture in 

Judaism. 

– The term midrash is used in a variety of 
ways, but may include either halakah or 
haggadah.   

• Pesher Interpretation 
– Pesher is the exposition of texts from an 

eschatological perspective. 

– The Qumran community used this method to describe 
themselves as the end-time community that would 
fulfill the OT prophecies.  An example is their use of 
Isaiah 40:3ff. They were the voice crying in the 
wilderness, Prepare the way of the Lord. 

 
 



Rabbinic Judaism  
The Legacy of the Pharisees 

• [297] What I would now explain is this, that the 
Pharisees have delivered to the people a great many 
observances by succession from their fathers, which are 
not written in the laws of Moses; and for that reason it is 
that the Sadducees reject them, and say that we are to 
esteem those observances to be obligatory which are in 
the written word, but are not to observe what are 
derived from the tradition of our forefathers -  Josephus: 
Jewish Antiquities, Book 13  

• Now, for the Pharisees, they live meanly, and despise 
delicacies in diet; and they follow the conduct of reason; 
and what that prescribes to them as good for them they 
do; and they think they ought earnestly to strive to 
observe reason's dictates for practice. They also pay a 
respect to such as are in years; nor are they so bold as 
to contradict them in any thing which they have 
introduced; and when they determine that all things are 
done by fate, they do not take away the freedom from 
men of acting as they think fit; since their notion is, that 
it hath pleased God to make a temperament, whereby 
what he wills is done, but so that the will of man can act 
virtuously or viciously.   
 

 



3  They also believe that souls have an 
immortal rigor in them, and that under 
the earth there will be rewards or 
punishments, according as they have 
lived virtuously or viciously in this life; 
and the latter are to be detained in an 
everlasting prison, but that the former 
shall have power to revive and live 
again; 
 

ANTIQUITIES OF THE 
JEWS 18 



Now for the Pharisees, they say that some 
actions, but not all, are the work of fate, and 
some of them are in our own power, and that 
they are liable to fate, but are not caused by fate.  

But the sect of the Essens affirm, that fate 
governs all things, and that nothing befalls men 
but what is according to its determination.  

And for the Sadducees, they take away fate, and 
say there is no such thing, and that the events of 
human affairs are not at its disposal; but they 
suppose that all our actions are in our own 
power, so that we are ourselves the causes of 
what is good, and receive what is evil from our 
own folly.  

 
Flavius Josephus ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS 13 


